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PREFACE.

A view of the morbid appearances in dead

bodies, enables the medical practitioner to

afcertain the caufes of fome difeafes, and

the confequences of others ; and, therefore,

can be ufeful only when connedled with the

fymptoms which preceded death, and when

applied to explain fuch fymptoms.

On this principle, Theophilus Bonetus

publifhed the Sepulchretum Anatomicum.

But that work, even improved as it was by

Mangetus, although in many refpects va-

luable, being neceffarily a rude fketch only,

the celebrated Profeflbr Morgagni of Pa-

dua undertook to render it more perfect, by

the publication of Seventy Letters on the

Seats and Caufes of Difeafes.

b The
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The great abilities, and extraordinary in-

dufiry, difplayed by Morgagni in thefe

letters, deiervedly entitle them to a much

higher panegyric than it would be proper

for the Editor of the following work to be-

llow.

So extenfively, however, has medical

knowledge been diffufed fince the publi-

tion of Mokgagni's writings, although no

more than a period of about thirty years

has tlapfed, that they are now deemed

chiefly valuable on account of the facts

which they contain. As, therefore, readers

in general find they have to wade through

a prodigious quantity of uninterefting mat-

ter, "before they can arrive at what they re-

gard as ufeful ; thefe writings are at prefent

feklom looked into, being only occafionally

coniukect as a dictionary.

The Editor of the following pages was in-

duced, by tnefe confederations, to believe,

that, without deviating from the principles

of
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of Morgagni's plan, fuch alterations alight

he made on the original work, as fhould

contribute to render the many important

fuels with which it abounds extensively

known, and confequently generally inte-

refting,

No iboner had he formed the defign of

making an attempt of this kind, than he

laid it afi.de, on Dr. Baillie's propofed pub-

lication on the Morbid Anatomy of the

Human Body being announced. With

great pleafure he yielded the tafk to one

fo much better qualified to undertake it.

But when that work appeared, he found

that Dr. Baillie's views were very different

from his own ; and, flattering himfelf that

the labours of both might be feverally ufe-

ful, he again refumed his intention.

The principles, by which he refolved to

be directed in the execution of his project,

were thefe—To retain only the facts wit-

nelTed by Morgagni, or his preceptor Val-

b 2 SALVA,
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salva, or that feem eftablifhed on unequi-

vocal authority—to new arrange the whole

—to prefix to each collection of cafes, a view

of the general fymptoms, and feat of the

difeafe—and, to add, obfervations on the

caufes, and remarks on the hiftories, de-

tailed.

The firft part of his tafk was fufficiently

eafy. Not fo the fecond ; for he felt it very

difficult to fix upon a fuitable arrangement j

and befides, fo many cafes were in the ori-

ginal claffed under erroneous titles, that it re-

quired much time to affign to each its pro-

per rank *.

As he has long thought, in common with

many others, that, in nofology, difeafes ought

to be fo claffed, that thofe which are fimilar

may be collected together, he adopted the

arrangement

* Within a parenthefis added to each cafe, the num-

ber of the letter, and of the article under which it is pla-

ced in the original, is maiked.
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arrangement of Macbride ; dividing difeafes

into Univerfal, Local, Sexual, and Infantile.

This method feemed more analogous to that

of Morgagni, and better adapted to his

fafts, than any other.

In the tranflation of the facts, the Editor

has taken fome liberties with the original,

which perhaps may require an apology. He

has omitced many of the little attending cir-

cumftances mentioned by MoRGAGNi ; fuch

as the dates of the cafes, the names of the

patients, &c. ; and he has uniformly tran-

flated the meaning, rather than the peculiar

expreflions. As to the former, he thought

the dates, &c. little interefting to the gene-

ral reader ; fince they tend only to eftablifh

the authenticity of the cafes, which feems

quite unneceffary. With refpect to the lat-

ter, he has always confidered it to be the

duty of the tranflator of a work, on any art

or fcience, to communicate the meaning of

the original in the moft accurate ftyle of

which



»H

;i

f

xiv PREFACE.

which language is fufceptible. This rule

feemed peculiarly applicable to the work of

Morgagni; for the ftyle of the whole is

exceedingly uncouth.

But he has ventured (till farther. In the

original, many hiftories are only partially

detailed; detached parts of them being in-

ferted under different heads, and fometimes

even in other works of the author. Thefe

he has brought together ; his great aim hav-

ing been to exhibit in a perfpicuous manner

every fa6t detailed.

In his tafk as a translator, the Editor

thinks it incumbent on him to acknowledge

the great affiftance which he derived from

the tranflation by Dr. Alexander. It leffen-

ed his labour, by ferving as a fketch.

The hiitory of the general fymptoms of

each difeafe, prefixed to the refpediive cafes,

has been compiled with care from fuch

fources as feemed mod authentic; and to

thefe proper references are made.

The
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The obfervationa on the caufes of difcafes,

comprehend the mod modern opinions ; and

with thefe the ideas of Morgagni are occa-

fionally incorporated. In this part of the

work the Editor has endeavoured to fay

much in very few words ; and on that ac-

count has avoided all minute reafoning, and

has contented himfelf with dating only the

chief arguments on every fubjedl. Where

he has diffented from others, he has exprefT-

cd himfelf concifely, and he hopes with be-

coming diffidence. In treating of the cau-

fes of difeafes, he has always wimed rather

to difcover the deliberation of a found judge-

ment, than to difplay the fportings of a

lively imagination. Though by the latter,

the ignorant and unwary may be dazzled

into admiration ; it is upon the former alone,

that the experienced and cautious will be in-

clined to depend.

The remarks he has added to the cafes,

being confined ftriclly to the explanation of

the
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the refpedlive difeafes, are neceffarily very

fliort in the volume now offered. In the

fubfequent part of the work, references to

many of the cafes are occafionally made,

and additional obfervations upon them are

introduced.

The Editor hopes to complete that part of

the work, allotted to Univerfal Difeafes,

within another volume ; or, mould the ma-

terials be found incompreifible into that fize,

he engages that it fhall not exceed two vo-

lumes.

It is meant that the Local, Sexual, and

Infantile Difeafes, fhall be continued in a

feparate publication, conducted on the fame

plan.
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

As nothing can be mort prejudicial to the ftu-

dy of any art or fcience than ambiguity in the

language employed, it is neceflary to premife,

as an introduction to the following pages, the ex-

planation of what is meant by the terms expref-

five of the different caufes of difeafe.

The word Caufe is, throughout the whole work,

ufed according to the common acceptation of the

term : Morgagni was no metaphyfician ; and n*

more is the Editor of thefe pages.

The Caufes of difeafe are divided into the Pre-

difpone?it, the Exciting, and the Proximate.

The Predifponent caufe, is that circumflance, or

combination of circumflances, by which the body

is rendered fufceptible of any particular difeafe.

The Exciting caufe, is that circumflance, on the

application of which to the body difeafe follows.

The Proximate caufe, is that circumflance, or

combination of circumftances, from which the

fymptoms
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fymptoms of the difeafe arife. It is therefore the

effect of the application of the exciting caufe.

Thefe definitions may be illustrated by a fami-

liar example.

*Perfons who have a delicate habit and florid

complexion, and at the fame time a long ilender

neck and narrow cheft, are much fubject to a dif-

charge of blood from the lungs. That particular

conformation of the fyftem is therefore regarded as

the predifponent caufe of the difeafe alluded to.

When in fuch perfons violent paflions of the

mind are excited, or irregular action of the lungs

takes place, or any accuftomed evacuation is fud-

denly ftopt, or the blood is circulated through the

veffels with undue force, or when they indulge in

a larger than ufual proportion of food, and at the

fame time ule lefs exercife, and a difcharge of blood

from the lurgs enfues—One or more of thefe cir-

cumftances is to be confidered as the exciting caufe

or. caufes of the difeafe.

The effect of the application of thefe exciting

caufes to the fyftem of a perfon of that defcription,

is the laceration or divifion of one or more blood-

veffels within the lungs ; and hence fuch lacera-

tion is deemed the proximate caufe of the difeafe.

The predifponent and proximate caufe, there-

fore, muft exift in the fyftem of the perfon affected

;

whereas
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whereas the exciting may be fume external cir-

cumftance.

Although, in general, the application of the ex-

citing caufe produces no effect, unlefs the predif-

ponent previoufly exift ; yet there are many ex-

ceptions to this rule. But the proximate caufe can

never take place, without being preceded by an

exciting one.

A knowledge of the predifponent and exciting

caufes of morbid aifeclions enables the phylician

to prevent dileafes; and that of the proximate

caufe has been imagined necelTary to direct him in

the cure.

The predifponent and exciting caufes are in ma-

ny inflances eafily afcertained, and for a good rea-

fon, as they are difcovered principally by obferva-

tion. The latter are known by that means alone.

The proximate caufe however cannot be afcer-

tained, without an intimate acquaintance with

the itruclure and functions of the human body.

—

But as fuch knowledge is yet in a very imperfect

ftate, the proximate caufe of difeafes is Itill involv-

ed in fo much obfcurity, that it is difcovered only

in thofe disorders which are feated in a fingle or-

gan, and in fome particular part of the ftructure

of that organ.





UNIVERSAL DISEASES.

CHAPTER L

FEVERS.

SECT. I. CONTINUED FEVER,

5 i. CONTINUED INFLAMMATORY FEVER.

ACCORDING to Dr. Cullen's definition,

Continued Inflammatory Fever, or what

he calls Synocha, is that where, along with the

general chara&er of pyrexiae, the heat of the bo-

dy is very much increafed ; the pulfe is frequent,

full, and hard ; the urine is red ; the functions of

the brain are but little deranged ; and there is

no primary local difeafe.

As this fever occurs Very feldom, if ever, in this

part of Great Britain, the defcription of its fymp-

Vol. I. A toms
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toms is neceffarily taken from foreign authors, Or

from thofe who have copied from them •.

This fever is ufhered in by flight rigors j-; without

any previous languor or figns of debility. The

tongue is white and dry, attended with a bad tafle

in the mouth and third. Thefenfe of fmelling is im-

paired, and naufea is felt. A hot fit very foon fuc-

ceeds ; the pulfe, which before had been fmall and

deprelTed, becomes full, ftrong, and hard; and the

heat of the body isfomuchincreafed, that it is equal

to a degree not under ic6 of Farenheit's fcale, and

fometimes exceeds that degree considerably. The

face is much flufhed ; the eyes are inflamed, and

impatient of bearing light. Headach, and fome-

times pain of the back, take place. The tongue is

black and parched, and the thirfi continues excef-

five. The urine is high coloured, and the belly is

coilive. The breathing is generally laborious;

and is fometimes attended with a fhort cough.

In favourable cafes, a ftveat breaks out after

the hot fit ; and the cifeafe is thereby carried off

within twenty four hours from its commencement.

In other cafes, the fkin continues hot and dry

;

laborious

* Vide Junker Confpec't. Therap. Special, pag. 484. Lommii

Medicinal. Obi'ervat. p. 7. Liddelii Opera, p. 78. Elkr Obfervat.

de cognofcend. et curand. Morbis, p. 62. Home Princip. Med.

p. 76. Meza Compend. Med. Trad. § 128, &c Cfterdyk Pre-

cept. Med. Pracl. p. 38.

f Junker and Lommius allege that it is not preceded by rigors,

but invades fuddenly with great heat.
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laborious breathing and hcadach remain unabat-

, ivitlcfsnefs or very difturbed fleep fuper-

venes, attended with tinnitus aurium, and the

appearance of motes floating before the eyes; and

theft fymptoms are fucceeded by delirium. la

fuch cafes, it fometimes happens that a double

puliation m the arteries can be perceived. Epif-

taxis, preceded by increafed pain in the head and

tinnitus aurium, violent throbbing at the temples

and itching of the nofe, fometimes occurs about

the fourth or feventh day, and proves critical.

The crifis, in other cafes, is by urine, vomiting,

fweating, or diarrhoea. If, however, yellownefs

of the fkin appear before the feventh day, or if de-

lirium, coma, or convulfions take place within the

fame period, the difeafe terminates fatally.

During the courfe of this fever, the pulfe conti-

nues quick, full, and hard, until towards the cri-

fis or termination of the difeafe. In favourable

cafes, it feldom exceeds one hundred and twenty

or one hundred and thirty pulfations in a minute.

The ftate of the tongue varies from being white

and dry to a black colour, and to fo great a de-

gree of drynefs that it is fometimes cracked. The

urine, at firft high coloured and in fmall quantity,

becomes either natural, or in large quantity with a

copious fediment, or bloody, or black and fetid,

according to the nature of the event of the difeafe.

The belly either continiies obftinately coftive, or

A 2 diarrhoea
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diarrhoea occurs. Night exacerbations are pretty

diftindtly marked. Great anxiety and defponden-

cy generally attend. Ulcers andiflues, it is laid,

during the courfe of this fever, are dried up; and

alTume an inflamed appearance. Blood drawn

during the difeafe is fizy.

This fever fometimes terminates in inflamma-

tion of the lungs. Perfons under forty years of

age are the molt ordinary fubjecls of this difeafe ;

but, as the fucceeding cafes fhow, perfons much

beyond that age are not exempted from it.

The appearances on dilTection, where inflam-

matory fever terminates fatally, generally exhibit

efFuflons within the cranium, a determination of

blood to the vefTels of the head, and fometimes

even fuppuration within the brain.

From the fymptoms of the difeafe, and from the

appearances on difle&ion, it is probable that the

feat of inflammatory fever is the fanguiferous fyf-

tem.

CASES OF CONTINUED INFLAMMATORY
FEVER.

Case I. (x. 17.)

A young man, aged twenty five years, by trade

a wool-comber, aifecled with continued fever, be-

came fo delirious that it was neceflary to bind him.

The
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The delirium having remitted, he was brought in-

to the hofpital of Padua. Immediately on his ad-

mifflon, convulfive motions of his fuperior extre-

mities, and iubfultus tendinum at the wriits, were

obferved. Vcncfection having been ordered, the

blood exhibited no inflammatory cruft ; but its

fubftance was denle and compact. He became

quite comatofe ; and, having fpoken none for the

laft three days, died.

appearances on Dfficlion.

Thorax. Nothing remarkable was obferved,

in this cavity, except that one of the lobes of the

lungs was hard. In feparating the fifth dorfal ver-

tebra from the fixth, a confiderable quantity of

fluid flowed out from the fpinal tube. When the

veflels in the neck were divided, much blood of

a black colour was difcharged.

Head. When the cranium was fawed through,

a finall quantity of fluid, iimilar to that in the fpi-

nal tube, uTued cut. The upper part of the cra-

nium and the portion of the dura mater under it

being removed, the velTels of the pia mater, on the

pofterior part of the left hemifphere of the brain

were obferved to be diftended with black-colour-

ed blood. Under the pia mater a kind of jelly

was feen in feveral places, with air bubbles inter-

mixed, although no badfmell was perceived in any

part of the body ; and it was not probable that, at

that feafon of the year, a body mould become pu-

trid
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trid within lefs than three days after death. The

fubftance of the brain, when cut into, was found

to be very hard ; bloody points appeared through-

out its medullary fubftance, which forming imme-

diately into large drops of blood, afforded ample

proof of the prefence of much fluid blood. The

lateral ventricles contained fcarcely any ferous

fluid ; they were fhorter than ufual. The plexus

choroides were of a black red colour. The pineal

gland was of a rofy colour; its anterior and pofte-

rior furfaces were not deprelfed, as they ufually

are, but rather turgid and full. It was very hard,

and when cut. into was found to contain feveral

fmall calculi as it were. One of thefe refembled

a millet feed, both in magnitude and form ; but

was of the hardnefsof bone, andfeemed alfo,from

the fmell which it emitted when applied to the

flame, to be of an offeous nature. Trie fpinal

marrow was accurately examined from its origin

down to the fifth dorfal vertebra. All the veflels

of the continuation of the pia mater, efpecially

thofe on the pofterior furface, were fo much dis-

tended with blood that they refembled veffels

which had been injecled with red wax. The San-

guiferous veiTcls which accompany the fpinal

nerves, efpeciallv f me of thefe nerves, were alfo

cbferved to be diltended with blood.

Case
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Case II. (i. 12.)

A young woman, the wife of an indigent man,

and the daughter of a woman fubjecl to epilepfy,

in confequence of being overheated after a journey,

(in the month of February), was affected with a

violent pain in the head and an ardent fever.

Thefe fymptoms continuing, flie died within the

fpace of three or four days, having had no deli-

rium, but having been often refervedly filent.

When affected with the difeafe, fhe gave fuck,

and at the fame time had the catamenia. For

thefe reafons blood-letting had been delayed fo

long, that when, from the fymptoms becoming

worfe, although the pulfation and ftrength of the

arteries continued firm, half a pound of blood was

drawn from the foot, it fo happened that fhe im-

mediately expired. The blood inftantly coagu-

lated very ftrongly.

appearances on Diffeclion.

Head. The infide of the ikuli was of a brown

red colour. The external furfaceof the pia mater on

the upper part of the brain was covered with ayel-

lowifhfluid,inno great quantity, but fpread equally

over it. Its confiftence was fomewhat thick ; and,

although perfectly inodorous, it had altogether fuch

an appearance that it feemed to be really purulent

matter. The cerebrum was difcoloured ; but no

mark of diforder could be perceived in the menin-

ges
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ges or brain, nor could any traces of the origin of

the pus be difcovered.

Case III. (lxii. 5.)

A Scaffenger, apparently aged about fifty

years, of a robuft habit, and of a healthy ap-

pearance, but rather plethoric, and addicted to

drunkennefs, was employed, along with his fer-

vants, in cleaning out the jakes of an hofpital, at an

1 unfeafonable hour of the night, a time which is ge-

\ nerally ehofen forfuch bufinefs. As they were ne-

' cefiarily going to and fro, the mafler himfelf being-

left at one time alone, imagined that he faw a

fpeclre clothed in white, and was immediately af-

fected with univerfal tremor, while ,at the fame

time his mouth was diftorted. In this Hate he was

found by Lis fervants, who carried him inflantly

to bed. Antifpafmodics and cordials were imme-

diately given; and the tremors having remitted,

and the pulfe become ftrong, half a pound of blood

was drawn from his arm that night. In the morn-

ing, as much blood was taken from the other

arm; for the tremors had remitted completely,

and the pulfe had become more full and febrile.

On the following day aifo a vein was opened in the

foot, as fome alleviation of the fymptoms, though

for a fhort fpace of time, was perceived after each

&' bleeding. The blood, eipeciaily in the firft bleed-

2 „ ings,
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ing, came out in a frothy date, of a very black

colour; the craffamen turn was rather hard, and the

ferum in fmall quantity. The fever however con-

tinued ; and, inftead of the tremulous convulfive

motions with which he had at firft been affected,

his whole body, from time to time, was agitated

with violent tonic convuliions. He could not

fpeak intelligibly, nor had he done fo from the

time that he had related to his fervants what had

happened to him. It was evident, however, that

he knew the perfons who were about him, and

could dirtinguifh them from one another. When
he was able, he fignified, by means of geftures,

that he was affected with a very fevere pain in ,he

head. In confequence of thefe fymptoms, to alle-

viate which feveral external and internal remedies,

befides thofe mentioned, were in vain employed,

he died, within fix or feven days from the com-

mencement of the difeafe.

Appearances on T)iJfc£lion.

Externally. The penis and fcrotum were of

a black colour, but the fkin only was affected ; the

fingers were very rigid, but not the arms.

Abdomen. When the omentum, which had

very little fat, was removed, the colon, in its whole

extent diftended with air, though not immoderate-

ly, was obferved to follow fuch a direction, that,

after having afcended to the liver, it defend-

ed from that to two or three inches below the na-

Vol. I. B vel
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vcl on the right fide ; arid havirg returned from

that to its ordinary fituation, which it retained as

ufual in going acrofs under the ftomach, lying in

an oblique direction in the left fide of the left hy-

pochondriac region, and in a ftraight direction over

the whole anterior furface of (he left kidney, it a-

gain returned into the fame hypochondre, and de-

fending from thence, and entering the pelvis, it

terminated on the rectum without any previous

flexure. The fmall interlines, except fome trails

of them, efpecially a confiderable portion of the

ileum which lay very low in the pelvis, were dif-

tended with air. A yellow colour with which

they were internally tinged, was feen through their

coats ; for the bile, with which the gall-bladder

was almoft filled, had by exudation made the

contiguous intellines externally yellow, and by

flowing into them had rendered their internal fur-

faces of the fame colour. The liver and fpleen

were of a leaden colour ; but although at the edge

of the former vifcus that colour was deeper, it did

not in either extend beyond the furface. The

fpleen was of a moderate fize ; the liver was large;

but both were found.

Thorax. The lungs fcarcely adhered to the

pleura : In the few places where they did, it was

at the poflerior part. They were rather turgid ;

there appeared, in fome places, pretty large veH-

cations fomewhat iaifed above the other parrs of

•the
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iheiurface; a kind of ^ ;, feemed

evidently to bo included i:i theie. There was no

|ateri e I >be on tl \ fide(
but the ap-

peal were the lame on it as in the left.

The ii Jid not contain a Tingle drop of

fluid ; its internal furface was iliii moid, fo that it

did not adhere to the heart, except very (lightly in

(bme places. In the heart there was almoll no

blood. Thi* might perhaps happen from the blood

having flowed out, in confequence of the large

vefTels below the diaphragm having been cut

through, efpeeially as the blood had been round

fluid in kveral parts of the body. Two polypous

concretions, however, were found in the heart.

One of thefe extended from the right auricle in-

to the vena cava fuperior; the other, which was

fomewhat more remarkable, being round, and

thicker than one's little finger, alfo extended from

the right ventricle into the pulmonary artery.

Head. Nothing remarkable appeared when the

cranium and dura mater were cut through. But

the veflels of the pia mater were fo full of blood,

that the fmalleft trunks feemed as if filled by in-

jection. The velTels of the ventricles, and with-

in the medullary fubflance of the brain, were alfo

diftended; and when the beginning of the fpinal

marrow, which had been taken out together with

the medulla oblongata, was gently comprefled,

blood was obferved to hTue out, not only from the

B 2 fiffure
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Allure in its medullary fubftance, but alfo from

the fedtion of the cineritious fubftance which was

neareft the fiflure. A confiderable quantity of

limpid fluid was obfervcd in both lateral ventri-

cles ; but the plexus choroides were red. No ve-

ficles were perceived on them as there ufuallyare,

but feveral very fmall red particles, which were

folid fo as to feem glandular, were obferved. The

cerebrum and cerebellum were of the natural firm-

nefs. The fornix was flabby, as was alfo the in-

ternal furface of the trunk and crura of the me-

dulla oblongata. A portion of the furface of the

anterior lobes of the cerebrum, at the middle of

the higheft part where rhey are contiguous to each

other, was fo formed, that the one lobe was re-

ceived into a hollow of the other. The remaining

part of their furface was convoluted in the ordi-

nary manner.

Case IV. (vn. 17.)

An old woman was affecled with a flight fever,

which her phyfician hoped to have removed by the

ufe of Peruvian bark. It did not, however, yield

to this treatment ; but, on the contrary, having

become an acute fever, attended with flight wan-

dering of the mind, fhe died.

Appearances on Diffetlion.

Abdomen. Two ureters proceeded from the

right
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light kidney; the fuperior one was fmall, arifi

from a very Gmple pelvis; the

cr, as it proceeded from a pelvis vthich was ren-

dered larger and more prominent, in conlequence

of many tubuli terminating in it. The progrefs

and iniertion of each ureter was as cli'linct as their

origin ; for the orifices of both opened at the dis-

tance of about a fingers breadth from .the other

into the bladder, in the fame oblique direction as

ufual, in fuch a manner that the one was above

the other, in the fuperior and pofteiior part of

the fundus uteri an excreicence of a round form,

and externally of a bloody colour, was found ex-

tending from the right fide towards the left.

Nearly a third part of its circumference, at the in-

ferior and left fide of ir, was Separated from the u-

terus fo that it could be raifed by the probe; the

remaining portion was intimately connected with

the uterus, and indeed fcemed to be compofed of

the fame fubflance ;but, wrhen cut into, it was found

to be throughout of a paler colour, and harder and

more compact. This was certainly the beginning

of a fcirrhus, or perhaps of an ocult cancer in the

very mildeft date. It was flat, fmooth, and fo

fmall that it could be covered with the firft joint

of one's thumb when extended. From the ftruc-

ture of the furface contiguous to the cervix ute-

ri, and the appearance of the hymen, the edges of

which were not broad, but were entire, it was

evident
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evident that the woman had had very little if

any commerce with man.

Thorax. In the heart a kind of membrane,

perforated like a fieve, or of a ftructure refembling

net-work, was found to occupy the place of the

valve of the coronary vein. Incipient ofiifications,

of a white colour, were feen in the internal fur-

face of the aorta, a little above the femilunar

valves, and at that part placed at the lumbar ver-

tebrae.

Head. The brain was accurately examined

;

but nothing deferving notice appeared, except

that the vefTels of the pia mater were diitended

with blood. That membrane, it may alfo be ob-

ferved, was eafily feparated from the brain in eve-

ry place ; and coniequently, although little fluid

was feen, it was evident that there muft have been

fome.

Case V. (xi. 22.)

A woman who had formerly had an apopleclic

paroxyfm, wns again affected with the fame dif-

eafe, and afterwards remained in a itupid and fe-

miparalytic Hate. Within one or two months

from that period me became affected with fever,

which was very violent ; as the ffate of the pulfe

and the great thirft plainly indicated. Of this fhe

died in the hofpital of Bologna.

appearances
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Appearances on Dlfficlion.

Thorax. A polyp mis concretion was found

in each lide of the heart. That on the left had

ral branches; its trunk was more firm than

that in the other fide : externally it appeared

furrounded with a tendinous fubftance ; and in-

ternally its fubftance rcfembled that of firm corn-

pad flefh.

Head. The vefTels of the cerebrum were in

fome degree turgid with black blood. The fub-

ftance of the brain was fo foft, that when in fome

places the dura and pia mater were drawn 01T, the

cortical fubftance followed. A fmall quantity of

watery fluid was found in the third ventricle.

Case VI. (vn. 7.)

A man, aged thirty-five years, was affected with

a violent fever. He became delirious; his eyes

gliftened ; and his pulfe was quick and ftrong.

At laft he died.

Appearances on Diffeflion.

Head. The blood vefTels of the brain were tur-

gid from the contained blood. In the ventricles

a fmall quantity of ferous fluid was found. The
brain was in a found ftate.

The blood in every part of this body was fluid,

except in the heart, in which fome polypous con-

cretions were obferved.

1 Case
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Case VII. (ix. 12.)

A man, by trade a cook, formerly fubject to

difeafes of the urinary paffages, affected violently

with continued fever, was received into the hof-

pital at Bologna. Having been bled, the blood

became fo much coagulated that it adhered ftrong-

ly to the fides of the glafs veiTel in which it

was kept ; and all the ferum, which was in fmall

quantity and bloody, was forced out on its top.

He continued to grow worfe, efpecially at night.

About the twelfth day of the fever epileptic pa-

roxyfms fupervened, and he died.

Appearances on Bijfeclion.

Abdomen. One of the kidneys was round : it

refembled fomewhat a cancer, and contained cal-

culi. The other kidney was twice as large as u-

fual, probably from its performing the office of

both.

Thorax. The pleura was inflamed. The heart

and large veffels were diftended with very black

blood ; which was very fluid, and ftill warm, al-

though ten hours after death.

Head. All the veffels which creep over the

furface of the brain appeared very red and ex-

ceedingly turgid. A fmall quantity of watery

fluid, clear as lymph, was found in the ventricles.

Case
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Case VIII. (xlix. 10.)

A woman, aged twenty-five years, of a bilious

temperament, affected with difficulty of breath-

ing, was admitted into the hofpital of Bologna.

Along with the difficulty of breathing, (lie com-

plained of pain in the left fide of the thorax ;

within which, during refpiration, a found like that

of matter was diftinguifhed. Her pulfe was quick,

though foft. On the fifth day from the date of

her admilTion, the jaundice fupervened ; and after

having continued till the eighth day, it difap-

peared. At this time, from the obflinacy of the

fever, blood letting, which had been employed on

the firft days of the complaint, was again had re-

courfe to. Although the fever was not then fo

violent as to threaten death, flie died fuddenly.

Appearances on DiJJetlion.

Abdomen. Every thing within the abdominal

cavity appeared found, except that it contained

half a pound of watery fluid; a circumftance by

no means uncommon.

Thorax. The right lobe of the lungs, which

adhered to the ribs at its upper part, was at its

lower part inflamed ; and when its fubftance was

there cut into, a little ferous fluid was difcharged.

The left lobe was totally unconnected with the

pleura, and was perfectly found. A polypous

Vol. I. G concretion
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concretion extended from the right ventricle of

the heart (in the mufcular fibres of which its ba-

fis was placed) into the vena cava. It was of a

firm ftructure; and its colour was at one part

pale, and at another red.

Case IX. (xxxviii. 22.)

A woman, about thirty years of age, after long

continued pains in the joints, became arTecled

with a very copious, moiit, fcabby eruption. In

order to repel this, (he ufed fome kind of oint-

ment, by the advice of an empyric. By this

means, the eruption was indeed dried up within

a fhort time ; but an acute fever, attended with

great heat, writh third, and with moft excruciat-

ing pains in the head, was the confequence. To

thefe fymptoms, delirium, great difficulty of breath-

ing, (light fwelling of the whole body, and confi-

derable fwelling of the abdomen, together with

much reftlefsneis, fupervened. On the fixth day

from the time that the fever had forced her t&

keep bed, fhe died.

Appearances on Diffeclion.

Abdomen. When the belly, which was fwelled

and very tenfe, was opened, inftead of water, the

interlines and ftomach buril out. Thefe contain-

ed nothing but air ; with which they were fo much

diftended that the itomach filled more than half

of
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•f the abdominal cavity. In that cavity, about

a pound or more of limpid ferum was found effll-

fed ; which when expofed to the fire, feemed at

fir ft to be ilightly coagulated, but afterwards, like

the fluid of the pericardium, was entirely evapo-

rated, leaving only a kind of yellow pellicle at

the bottom of the vefTcl.

Thorax. The lungs adhered to the pleura by

fuch a number of membranous fubftances refem-

bling a gelatinous body, that it appeared they

could not have been dilated fo freely as ufual.

When thefe membranous fubftances were cut into,

a pellucid fluid was difcharged. The heart at the

right fide was connected with the pericardium by

fome membranous fibres. Its ventricles contain-

ed fome fluid blood ; and in the right ventricle,

the beginning of a fmall polypous concretion was

obferved.

In the direction of the body, it was found that,

when the fkin and flefh were cut into, no watery

fluid was difcharged ; from whence it was evident

that the univerfal fwelling, mentioned in the hif-

tory of the cafe, did not proceed either from oe-

dema or from anafarca. A circumftance which

was alfo confirmed by the feet not having pitted

upon prefiure.

C 2 Case
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Case X. (lv. io.)

A woman, aged forty years, addicted to the

ufe of tobacco and wine, who had been married

to a robuft man, by trade a porter, but had never

had any children, having been affected with a

fcabby eruption, had repeatedly drank fulphur

mixed in wine, with a view to get rid of it. Hav-

ing at lad taken a larger than ufual quantity of

the fame medicine, fhe began immediately to feel

indifpofed, and vomited repeatedly. She was foon

after brought into the hofpital at Padua, and was

then feverifh ; had a hard and fmall pulfe, and

complained of great difficulty of breathing. Ve-

nefeclion was performed, and frefn drawn oil of

almonds was given. During the fucceeding day,

as the difficulty of breathing was (till more confi-

derable, blood was again taken away ; which, like

that formerly drawn, had a firm compact crafiamen-

tum, but was not covered with any cruft. Two
cups-full alio of milk were given when the caufe

of the difeafe was learned. The difficulty of

breathing, however, having increafed, evident con-

vulfions of the extremities having fupervened,

and the pulfe having become more languid, (lie

died about the fourth day from the beginning of

the difeafe.

Appearances
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Appearances on I)i[feclion.

Externally. The body was in good condi-

tion, except that the (kin was here and there de-

formed with a flight fcabby eruption.

Abdomen. The belly was fwelled ; not from too

great a proportion of fat, for that was both in pro-

per condition and in proper quantity; nor from the

extravafation of watery fluid, for, although there

was fome effufed fluid, it was entirely confined to

the pelvis ; but from the flomach, the fmall intef-

tines, and confiderable tracts of the colon, being

diftended with air. The colon, in other parts, ei-

ther preferved its natural width, or was very much

contracted, as w7asobferved in the left fide near the

ftomach. The omentum covered none of the intef-

tines, as it was forced upwards or retracted ; both

it, and that fuperior portion of the mefocolon

which fupports the tranfverfe arch of the colon,

were rigid, and were here and there, efpecially on

the pofterior part, marked with red fpots. On the

external furface of the flomach, the blood veffels

were fomewhat turgid. On the internal furface,

at the fundus, near the antrum pylori, there was

an area of a circular form, the diameter of which

was about four fingers breadth. It was diftin-

guiflied from the remaining furface of the flomach

by being lefs fmooth and lefs fhining, but more

white, and being furnifhed with blood-veffels, which

were black, as if from injection ; whereas the re-

mainder
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mainder was more fmooth, more fliining, and lefs

white in colour ; and exhibited almoft no vefTels,

at leaft none fo diilinct or black. The internal

coat of the ftomach appeared eroded through-

out the whole extent of the area. Except in that

part, no mark of erofion or inflammation could

be traced, either in the ftomach, or in the ad-

joining part of the cefophagus or inteftinal canal.

The ftomach was larger than ordinary ; it had no

rugce ; its parietes were very thin ; and it fcarce-

ly retained any veftige of the ring of the pylorus.

This latter circumftance, if it did not proceed from

original conformation, or from fome former difeafe,

might be owing, as the others were, to the frequent

diftenftons which muft have taken place from

drunkennefs, and alfo to the late diftenfion from

the included air. The gall-bladder was contract-

ed, and contained a very little bile. The kidneys

were flabby ; and the aorta was fmaller than ufual.

The ovaria were even fmaller and more fhrivelled

than they are at that age. A hydatid, of the bulk

of an ordinary fized grape, adhered to the left ova-

rium. The uterus was inclined to the right fide ;

its fundus was rather fmall. The cervix, efpecial-

ly at the lower part, was thicker than ufual ; and

the os uteri was fmall and of a circular form, as in

virgins. From this a fluid fimilar in colour and con-

fidence to milk, which was not fetid, and not in ve-

ry fmall quantity, diftilled \ from this it appeared

I that
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that the woman had laboured under fluor ail us.

The fource of this fluid was found to be higher

than the lower p.irt of the cervix. At that part

the veiicles of the cervix contained mucus, pro-

bably more fluid than ufual, but not like milk.

None however were obferved higher up. About

the middle of :he cervix, a round empty cell, ca-

pable of con raining a imall French bean, was

found in two places buried within the fubftance

of the parietes, which exhibited no marks of ero-

fion either there or in any other place,.

Thorax. The vertebras of the thorax were bent

to the right fide much more than ufual, which

proved that the woman had been hump-backed;

a circumftance that had been indicated by the

lumbar vertebras having appeared to have begun

to incline to the left fide, but io flight ly that the

innominata were not af&Sfced by it. Ino fluid was

found effufed in the thorax or pericardium. The

lungs anteriorly, and at the fides, were very ftrong-

ly connected 10 the pleura; they were beiides tu-

mid, and efpecially the left lobe, but only in con-

fequence of air and a little fluid mixed with it.

They were nowhere indurated, nor of a redder

colour than natural. The ventricles of the heart

contained coagulated blood of a black colour, as

it was in the other parts of the body.

Head. Ail the the contents of the cranium

appeared more flabby than ufual, although they

were
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were examined within eight days after death. The

veffels of the pia mater were turgid with blood. A
number of veficles filled with watery fluid, and

not very fmall, were obfervcd in the choroid plex-

ufes. All the contents of the cranium having been

removed, that furface of both the petrous procef-

fes which is next the brain, and the parts conti-

guous to it, were found to be unequal, and not

fmooth asufual.

CAUSES of Continued Inflammatory Fever.

Predisponent Cause. Although plethora, how-

ever induced, be evidently a neceflary predifpo-

nent caufe to this fever, it does not appear to be

afcertained whether fome other circumftance be

not alfo required.

Exciting Causes. Sudden transitions from

heat to cold, fvvallowing cold drinks when the bo-

dy is heated, exceffive exercife, intemperance, vio-

lent paffions of the mind, the fudden fuppreffion

of habitual evacuations, the fudden repulfion of e-

ruptions, and what the French call a coup de foleil,

are probably the fole exciting caufes of this difeafe.

That this fever never originates from perfonal in-

fection is generally allowed ; and the accounts of

its
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its having occ tfioaallj appeared as an epidemic •

ae ro be credited f,
and even, although

proved, could afford no deciiive evidence that it

was ned by contagion.

Proximate Cause. Many modern phyficians

have conlidered all fevers to be produced by the

fame proximate caufe
J,

and their opinion is now

very Uy received. Waving for the prefent

the consideration of this fubjeiSt, it may be ob-*

ferved, that the theories refpecling the proximate

caufe of fever which have of late years prevailed,

do not explain that of continued inflammatory

fever.

The firft of thefe theories is that of Boerhaave.

He imagines that, in confequence of lentor of the

blood, there is a iiagnation and refiftance in the

extreme veifels ; while, at the fame time, the heart

is irritated into irregular action from an inordinate

motion of the nervous fluid into it §. Befides

which, he iuppofes that, during the courfe of the

Vol. I. D fever,

* Vide, An Enquiry into the Nature, Rife, and Prcgrefs of the

Fevers raoft common in London, by Win. Grant, M. D. page 193 ;

and Sydenham's Works, paffim.

f Vide, Collecuori <T Obicivations fur les Maladies et Conftitu*

tions Epidemiques, par M. Lepecque de la Cloture, pag. 836.

% Vide, The Works of Dr. Cullen ; and Obfervations on Fevers,

by Dk. Clarke of New caille.

§ Vide, Aphor.Boerhaavi, 581, 598; et Van §\vieten Comment,

in loeii.
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fever, fuch a change in the fluids, as their becom-

ing very thick, acrimonious, &c. may take place,

as fhall vary the type of the difeafe *.

Several circumftances contradict this theory.

Fir/I, An inordinate motion of the nervous fluid is

fo vague an expreffion, that it is not eafy to under-

fland what is meant by it. Secondly, No fatisfactory

proofs have been produced, to render it certain

that the flate of the fluids is altered at the begin-

ning of inflammatory fever; while, at the fame

time, many facts make it probable that the change

in the blood is the confequence, and not the caufe,

of the increafed action of the vafcular fyftem.

And Thirdly, The determination of blood to the

head, fo general in this fever, is not explained by

this theory.

The fecond opinion was originally fuggefted by

Hoffman f,
and has iince been improved by Dr.

Cullen. He alleges that, by the application of

the remote caufes of fever, the energy of the brain

is diminifhed, and debility of the whole of the

functions, and particularly of the action of the ex-

treme velfels, is produced : that the nature of the

animal oeconomy is fuch, that this debility proves

an indirect flimulus to the fanguiferous fyflem

;

whence, by the intervention of the cold flage and

fpafm

* Vide Aph. 592, 593.

f Hoffmanni opeia omnia, torn. ii. pag. 19,
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fpafm connected with it, the action of the heart

and larger arteries is rncreafed ; and continues fo

till it has had the effect of reftoring the energy of

the brain, of extending the energy to the ex-

treme vefTels, of reftoring therefore their aclion,

and thereby efpecially overcoming the fpafm af-

fecting them ; upon the removing of which the

excretion of fweat, and other marks of the relax-

ation of the excretories, take place *.

This theory does not explain the proximate caufe

of inflammatory fever, for the following reafons

:

Fir/I, Becaufe, according to his own definition of

the difeafe, the functions of the brain are little

difturbed. Secondly, Becaufe debility is generally-

more confiderable at the end than at the begin-

ning of the paroxyfm. And Thirdly, Becaufe in in-

flammatory fever the hot fit is violent, although

the cold fit be flight; whereas, were Dr. Cullen's

theory true, the hot fit mould always be in pro-

portion to the preceding cold one.

Thefe theories being found thus inadequate to

the explanation of the proximate caufe of this dif-

eafe, it might be expected that fome other fhould

be here fubftituted : but it is much eafier to over-

turn than to eftablifh theories. The following ob-

fervations therefore are offered merely as fuggef-

tions, defigned only to afford a few imperfect hints.

D 2 The

* Vide Firft Lines, par. 46.
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The propenfity of medical authors to attribute

complex and contradictory phenomena to a Tin-

gle caufe, has been highly prejudicial to the

progrefs of medicine. It is piobable that the

different fpecies of fevers proceed from different

proximate caufes ; and hence, in the invefliga-

tion of the caufe of each, the phenomena pe-

culiar to each fpecies, and not thofc common to

all, ought to be confidered. This is the more

particularly neceflary, as all difeafes confift of

primary and fecondary fymptoms; for no part

of the body can be deranged without other parts

being affected. As a preliminary ilep, therefore,

to the investigation of the proximate caufe of in-

flammatory fever, it is necelfary to afcertain the

primary fymptoms. Thefe appear to be, violent ac-

tion of the fanguiferous fyftem, and increafed heat

of the whole body. All the other fymptoms feem

to be fecondary. An exception indeed may be

urged in favour of the cold lit ; but as that fymp-

tom is not only common to all fevers, but alio

fometimes perhaps is wanting in inflammatory fe-

ver, it cannot be regarded as a primary one. Be-

tides, it may appear to feme, that increafed heat of

the body mould not be dated as a primary fymptom,

from its being probably the confequence of the in-

creafed action of the vafcular fyrterry. There is,

however, fome ambiguity in this circumftance

;

I fur
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for increafed hert of 'y, or at lend of

particular parts of it, is (bmetimes felt i;:

pendent of in< i a&ion of the fanguifei

fyflem. As the primary fjmptoms of the difeafe

cannot be very clearly afcertained, an attempt to

explain thofe menti m 1 might not perhaps be

deemed very fatisfa&or

It is well known that, in a date of health, ex-

pofure to any of the exciting caufes of inflamma-

tory fever produces a train of fvmptoms refem-

bling thofe of that fever, which in a few hours

fpontaneoufly ceafe by the eruption of fweat. To

what cirtumftance then ought the permanent in-

creafed a&ion of the vafcular fydem in inflamma-

tory fever to be attributed? Can the plethoric

ftate of the fyftem, previous to the application of

the exciting caufe, account for the difference in

the degree of violence and duration of thefe fymp-

toms in the two c?(c- ?

With refpeel to the fecondary fvmptoms, that

which it is mod difficult to explain is the cold

fit. As for the reafons already dated, it ought to

be confidered as an acceiTary, and not a necefla-

ry fymptom : it cannot be regarded as depending

folely on the aclion of the exciting caufes. That

it depends upon the diminished adion of the vef-

fels on the furfoce of the body is very evident; but

whether this proceeds from the aclion of caufes

applied immediately to the fanguiferous fydem

itfelf,
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itfelf, or mediately through the nervous fyftem, is

not eafily determined.

That the deviation from nature in the appear-

ance of the blood is the confequence of the in-

creafed action of the veifels has been generally

admitted. Yet it is probable that it is not owing

exclufively to that circumfrance.

The determination of blood to the head fo ob-

vious, not only from the fymptoms, but alfo from

the appearances on dhTe&ion, deferves particular

notice, as it may perhaps afford a clue to the

labyrinth in which the proximate caufe of inflam-

matory fever has been hitherto concealed.

REMARKS on the Cases of Inflammatory

Fever.

Those cafes prove decidedly, in contradiction to

the alTertions of many medical practitioners, the

exiftence of inflammatory fever, as defcribed in

the preceding pages from the writings of authors.

The third, fourth, and fifth cafes, fhow that

this fever does not occur exclufively in perfons un-

der forty years of age ; and that it is not, as has

been alledged by fome, confined to cold climates,

as all of them occured in Italy.

The eighth cafe affords a ftriking illustration of

the

.
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the obfervations of Lommius, rcfperjlinej the dan-

ger of yellownefi of the lk'm, when it occurs

before the feventh day ; and alio refpccling the

tendency of this fever to terminate in inflamma-

tion of the lungs.

S 2. NERVOUS FEVER, or TYPHUS.

J\S this fever appears under a variety of forms,

it has been divided by authors into various fpe-

cies. Unlefs this plan weie adopted, an accurate

defcription of its iymptoms and types could not

be given.

I. Slow Nervous Fever, or Typhus Mitior #
.

This does not, like the inflammatory fever, invade

fuddenly. The patient at firft feels liftlefs and op-

prefTed ; his appetite for food is diminifhed ; he is

reftlefs; has great dejection of fpirits; feels an

unufual wearinefs after the leafl motion ; and

has alternate chills and fhiverings, with fudden

flumes of heat. A lucid interval generally takes

place

* The fymptoms of this fever are detailed more accurately by

Huxham, p. 74, than by any other author. The defcription here

jiven is borrowed chiefly from him.
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. vj in the morning, but all the fymptoms are

red at night; and th :

s circumitance con-

tinues, in a greater cr fefs degree, throughout

the progrefs of the difeafe. After two or three

da vs. vertigo, or pain of the head, efpecially a-

bout the hinder part, attended fometimes with a

fe nfe of cold ne ft in the courfe of the coronary future

;

paufea, with the vomiting of inlipid phlegm, and

great proftration offtrength, efpecially felt when

the erect, pofture is attempted, fupervene. At the

fame time, the heat of the body is not confidera-

increafed ; the pulfe is quick, weak, and irre-

gular; the tongue is moid, white, and covered

with a vifcid mucus; the breathing is difficult, ac-

companied with oppreflion about the prascordia ;

the urine is pale, watery, and fometimes like whey:

the belly is generally coftive. lnfomnolency takes

place; and although fometimes the patient ap-

pears to be afleep he is quite unconfeious of it.

All thefe f\ mptoms are attended with great in-

ability to exert the powers of the mind or of the

body.

In this fituation the patient continues for fprne

; the fymptoms then become aggravated;

the face is fometimes hot and flufhed when the

feet are cold, arid at the fame time cold fweatsoii

the forel I on the backs of the hands break

out. Tinnitus annum takes place, and may be

regarded as the forerunner of delirium. Deliquia

often
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often occur, efpecially if the erect pofture be at-

tempted. If at this period of the diteaie the mine

continue clear and watery, delirium with fubful-

tus tendinum enfue. The delirium is feldom vio-

lent, appearing at hrft when the patient awakes

like the continuance of a dream ; from which ftate

the patient recollects himfelf for a little ; but the

confufion foon returns, and from this he cannot

for fome time be roufed. At lad he continues

in a conftant dozing muttering ftate. Profufe

fweats or colliquative diarrhoea fucceed; the pa-

tient is quite ftupified, and infeniible to the im-

preffions of both light and noife, although at

the beginning he had been remarkably fufcepti-

ble of fuch impreflions. Great exhauftion now

takes place; the tongue, which is dry, efpecially

in ihe middle, trembles when the patient puts it

out; the extremities are cold; the nails of the

ringers are livid ; the pulfe flutters, is fo indiftinct

as fcarcely to be felt, and is eafily compreffible.

Trembling and twitching of the hands fometimes

occur, and are the preludes to ftrong convuliions

which fnapthe thread of life. In other cafes, the

fenfes of feeing and hearing are completely loft
;

the delirium is converted into coma; the ftools

and urine pafs involuntarily ; fubfultus tendinum

fupervene ; a particular noife in the throat, em-

phatically called rattling in the throat, is heard ;

and the patient finks. 1 his fatal termination mod
Vol, I. E generally
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generally happens about the fourteenth day, fel-

dom before the eighth or ninth, nor after the

thirtieth.

The termination of this fever is very uncertain;

and it is impoffible, at the beginning, to judge

whether recovery or death (hall happen : For fome-

times, after the fymptoms have been quite flight,

a fudden aggravation takes place, and the patient

is cut off; while, in other cafes, the moil alarming

fymptoms, fuch as convulfions, coma, &c. precede

a favourable change. In general, however, if

the patient furvive the fourteenth day without

any bad fymptoms, recovery may be expected.

Moift tongue, foft fkin with gentle fweats, the

pulfe continuing firm or becoming ftrong, the

urine depofiting a copious fediment, and more ef-

pecially flownefs of the pulfe after gentle fweats

or moderate diarrhoea, the appearance of the

flools becoming natural, and the appetite for

food returning, are favourable figns. A pret-

ty free falivation alfo without aphthae, attend-

ed with kindly moifture of the fkin, and impoft-

humes about the ear or about the parotid gland,

or a large, puflular and angry eruption about the

lips and nofe, are regarded as fymptoms portend-

ing a favourable event.

On the contrary, where the delirium fupervenei

early, and continues above four days; where there

are profuie difcharges, either in the form of diar-

rh<
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rhoea or colliquative fweats, along with weak pulfe

;

uhere there is fubfultus tendinum, tremors of the

hands or of the tongue, conftanr. infomnolency,

blindnefs, impeded deglutition (which takes place,

when it occurs, about the eleventh day) more efpe-

cially if attended with iingultus ; where the ex-

tremities are cold, and livid petechise appear, much

danger is to be apprehended. But, as already

itated, it is very difficult, or perhaps rather impof-

fible, to form a deciiive opinion refpe&ing the e-

vent.

In mod cafes, gangrene, in a greater or lefs

degree, occurs in thofe- parts on which the body

had principally refted during the progrefs of the

difeafe. In general, the fores in confequence heal

kindly, after the feverifh fymptoms have difap-

peared; but fometimes it happens that the ulce-

rations are fo very extenfive that the patient links

under the difcharge.

II. Malignant Putrid Fever, or Typhus

Gravior *. In this fpecies, the fymptoms at the

beginning are more violent than in the former.

The rigors, if any take place, are more confide-

rable; there is intenfe diflreffing heat, at fir ft re-

mittent, afterwards permanent; the pulfe is hard,

fmall, quick, and unequal; there is great proftra-

E 2 tion

* For an accurate description of the fymptoms of this fpecies, fee

Huxham, p. 925 alfollome, IYincip. Median, p. 83.
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tion of ftrength, and much anxiety and defponden-

cy. Great naufea and vomiting of black bile, violent

pain of the head and of the temples, throbbing

of the temporal and carotid arteries, tinnitus au-

rium, and laborious refpiration, interrupted by

fighing, attend ; and at the fame time the breath

is fetid. The eyes are inflamed, and a pain is

felt about the orbits ; the countenance feems

bloated, and has a cadaverous appearance. Pains

in the iiomach, limbs, and back, fupervene ; and

alio tremors and delirium. The tongue at firft is

white, afterwards becomes black and dry, fo as to

render the fpeech inarticulate; the lips and teeth

are covered with a black vifcid fordes ; and there

is great thirft, with a bitter tafte in the mouth.

Sometimes, however, although the tongue and

fauces be remarkably parched, no thirft is felt

:

in fuch cafes, phrenzy or coma always enfue.

The urine is at fint pale; but, during the pro-

grefs of the difcafe, becomes very high coloured,

and fometimes black, with a very fetid foot-like

fediment. The ftools are intolerably ftinking ;

of a green, livid, or black colour; and frequent-

ly attended with gWpes, and with the difcharge

of blood. Small livid or red-coloured fpots, like

ilea-bites, called pelechke, or broad fpots of the

fame colour, called vibices, appear over the bo-

dy, fometimes about the fourth or fifth day, and

fometimes not till the eleventh day, or even later.

An
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An efflorefcence alio like the meafle% but of a

lei's bright colour, in which the (kin, efpecially on

the breait, appears as it were marbled and variega-

ted, is in fome cafes obferved. Thefe eruptions are

commonly attended or preceded by profufe fetid

fweats. Sometimes, though very rarely, on the

eruption of the fweat the petechias difappear, and

fmall white miliary puftules break out: in other

cafes an itching, fmarting, red rafh, or large fret-

ting watery bladders on the back, breaft, (boul-

ders, &-c. are obferved. White or dark coloured

aphthae appear in the mouth ; and are foon fucceed-

ed by great difficulty of fwallowing, pain in and

ulceration of the fauces, the cefophagus, &c. to-

gether with inceffant fingultus. Haemorrhages,

ibmetimes from the nofe, but more commonly

from the interlines, as the flools are bloody, and

at the fame time fanious, black, and horribly fe-

tid, then take place. Towards the end of the

difeafe, where it terminates fatally, the petechiae

become of a green dark colour, or livid black vi-

bices appear; and thefe, together with coldnefs

of the extremities, are generally the forerunners

of death. Blood drawn during the courfe of this

fever has a livid appearance, has its component

parts fcarcely cohering, and foon runs into putre-

faction.

As in the former fpecies of typhus, fo alfo in this,

no certain opinion refpe&ing the event of the difeafe

can
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can be formed. The moll favourable fymptoms

are : a yellow or brown colour of the (tools; the

fetid diarrhoea and fweating not taking place till

a late period of the difeafe ; and the petechias

changing from a dark to a bright red colour.

The bad fymptoms are : no third ; numerous

black petechias, or the fudden receflion of the pe-

techias, with a very feeble pulfe; livid aphthae; in-

flammation of the fauces ; laborious refpiration af-

ter the appearance of a miliary eruption ; fwell-

ing of the abdomen after profufe flools ; diarrhoea,

with the difcharge of very fetid, bloody, ichorous

matter; coldnefs of the extremities; and convul-

fions.

The appearances on direction in thofe who die

of this fever exhibit inflammation and often gan-

grene of the brain and other vifcera, more efpe-

cially the ftomach and inteftines *.

III. Yellow Fever j. This fpecies of fever

occurs in America, and the WeftTndies. It be-

gins

* Vide Home Princip. Medicin. pag. 89 ; alfo the Tranflation of

Hoffman, revifed r.nd corrected by Dr. Duncan, vol. i. page 169.

-f
For an account of this fever, fee, A Treatife concerning the

Malignant Fever in Barbadocs, by Henry Warren, M. D. p. 9

;

Rouppe de Morbis Navigantium, pag. 304 ; Blane on the Difeafe*

of Stamen ; Hillary's Observations on the Difeafts of Barbadocs;

Mackittrick Diflertatio de Febre India; Occide talis Maligna fla-

va; and an Inaugural Differtation on the fubjecl by Sam. Cur-

tin in Webftcr's Medicinae Praxeos Syftema, vol. i.
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gins with a hidden faintnefs, fometimes giddinefs,

fucceeded by flight fenfe of cold ; feverc pain in

the head above the eye-brows ; with a flight nau-

fca, and impaired appetite. Intenfe heat foon

after fiicceeds; the face is fluQied; the eyes are

impatient of light, are inflamed, and have a

painful fenfe of heat. The pulfe, in the mean

time, is full, quick, but foft ; the carotid arteries

throb ; while the pain of the head is fo violent,

that the patient feels as if the temples fhould be

rent afunder
;
pains are alfo felt in the joints, and

in the loins. The naufea becomes aggravated,

and vomiting is excited ; and this ftate of ftomach

continues throughout the whole difeafe, every

thing that is fwallowed being commonly rejected.

The matter vomited has different appearances

:

fometimes it confifts merely of what had been

fwallowed ; at other times it is pure bile ; and at

other times, it feems to be acrid bile. Straitnefs

and oppreffion about the prcecordia accompany

the vomiting. The hypochondria, at the fame

time, generally become more or lefs fwelled ; and

great forenefs to the touch is felt at the pit of the

flomach. When the patient attempts the eredl

pofture, he is giddy, and feels as if he mould fall.

Obftinate infomnolency takes place ; or, if he

have a fhort fleep, the patient awakens in a fright.

Great third and a bitter taile in the mouth are

felt. The tongue, at the beginning of the difeafe,

appears

I
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appears in fome cafes fhining ; in others white

;

and on very rare occafions, it is of a yellow co-

lour, and covered with fordes. The belly is for

the mod part bound; but fomerimes diarrhoea

takes place at the beginning. The urine is high

coloured, and is fecreted in lefs quantity than

ufual. In this manner the difeafe begins. With-

in thirty-fix or forty-eight hours, however, that

is generally in the morning of the fecond day af-

ter the attack, a deceitful remiffion happens, that

impofes upon the patient and attendants. But

within a few hours the vomiting becomes more

violent than formerly ; and the matter vomited is

commonly black. Exceffive thirfl is felt. The

tongue is rough and brown in the middle ; but

below, and at the fides, it is, together with the

gums and lips, of a very florid red colour

:

towards the end of the difeafe, it frequently ap-

pears black. Thefe fymptoms are commonly ag-

gravated towards the evening, and are fucceedecj

by a very refllefs night. On the third day,

though fometimes fooner and fometimes later, a

clammy fweat, that is by no means refrefhing,

breaks out ; the pulfe becomes flow, languid, and

foft ; the fkin is fenfibly cold ; and an appearance

of relief again takes place. But, inflead of relief,

the firengtli of the patient is more and more im-

paired ; a conftant anxiety continues ; the refpi-

rations become lefs frequent, and the breathing is

3 loud.

an -
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lcud. Deliqiiium is induced l)y the ilightcfl cau-

fes, principally when rhc patient attempts to raife

himfelf in bed. The face and neck become yel-

low in(lead of red; but the rednefs again returns

>rt time. The watchfulnefs is more con-

stant ; the patient is ibmetimes ilightly delirious,

and again becomes fufficiently recolle&ed. The

redneis of the eyes is firft changed into a brown,

and then into a yellow colour; with which, in

a fliort time after, the whole external furrace

of the body is tinged. The vomiting is not fo

troublefome upon the fourth day. Putrid bile,

however, mixed with black blood, is vomited, and

is paffed alio by ftool, but is not attended with

gripes. Blood in a difiblved irate is efFufed, ibme-

times from the nofe, and ibmetimes from the gums.

The pulfe becomes fmall, fluttering, and intermit-

ting; and almoft conilant iingultus attends. The

hands and feet are cold, and at the fame time

1 welled, and of a purple colour. The lips are

parched, and covered with a livid fordes ; the u-

rine is very yellow, and depofites a fediment which

is almoil quite black. Coma now fupervenes

:

and in fome cafes the breathing is like that in

apoplexy, now itertorous, and now eafy ; in other

cafes coma is very flight, and is interrupted by de-

lirium. Matters remain fometimes in this iitua-

tion for twenty-four or thirty-fix hours, the pa-

tient lying like one almofl dead, and fcarcely any

Vol. I. F puliation
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pulfation being felt at the wrift. In the mean

time broad livid fpots appear about the pnecordia

and loins. Violent convulfions at laft come on,

which terminate in death.

The event of this fever is always very precari-

ous. It often proves fatal within twenty-four

hours after its attack. Sometimes the fatal ter-

mination is protracted to the eleventh or twelfth

day; but it moll commonly happens between

the fourth and feventh. Where the patient reco-

vers, there is no regularly marked crifis. The

bad fymptoms are : extreme weaknefs from the

beginning ; early black vomiting, as, before the

fourth day; early yellownefs of the fltih; hae-

morrhages from the nofe, lungs, or urinary para-

ges, after the third day ; and livid blotches about

the praecordia and loins. The favourable fymp-

toms are : firmnefs of the pulfe ; no extreme pro-

ftration of ftrength; no black vomiting, nor yel-

lownefs of the fkin, till after the fifth or fixth day

;

and, on fome rare occaflons, a large eruption of

boils over the whole body.

In addition to the above hiftory, the following

circumflances, detailed by Dv Rum, as having cha-

ra&erifed the yellow fever which appeared at Phi-

ladelphia in I793,deferve attention.

The pulfe was, both at the beginning and during

the courfe of the difeafe, exceedingly irregular. At

the beginning, although often ful!,tenfe, and quick,

it
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it was frequent]

}

c!y to be felt at the

w r'nls; or intermitting, or preternaturall/flow. Di-

latation of the pupil generally occurred in c

where it WM How; but the ilownefs of the pulfe

ufually preceded the dilatation of the pupil. Af-

ter the fever had continued for fome weeks, and

the weather had become more cool, (that is, after

the tenth of September) the pulfe was as full,

tcnlc, quick, and frequent, at the beginning, as

in cafes of pleurify; at the fame time, however, it

communicatee], when felt, a peculiar fenfation to

the lingers, no two pulfations being exactly fimi-

lar. It was equally full, hard, and frequent, in

the remiflions of the fever as in the exacerba-

tions. Although before death it commonly became

weak, frequent, and imperceptible
;
yet in fevefai

cafes it was full, active, and even tenfe, during the

lad hours of life.

Many complained of a dull pain in the region

of the liver ; but few of that forenefs to the touch

at the pit of the llomach noticed in all former hif-

tories of the yellow fever. A burning pain, how-

ever, in the region of the ftomach, accompanied

the vomiting which occurred about the fourth or

fifth day. The appearance of what was vomited

was diuerent at different ftages cf the-difeafe. On
the firft and fecond days, it confirmed commonly of

pure bile. About the fourth or fifth day, it re-

fem^led coffee impregnated with its grounds. To-

F 2, wards



44 FEVERS.
wards the clofe of the difeafe, it was of a pale black

colour, and feemed to be acrid bile with a flaky

fubftance floating in it ; and at the very clofe it

was dark- coloured grumous blood. Along with

thefe difcharges of the ftomach, there was a large

worm fometimes, and ofren tough mucus.

The flools varied in appearance according to

the treatment of the difeafe. They generally in-

dicated a fuperabundance of bile : but in fome

cafes they were as white as in jaundice. The dif-

charge of urine was fometimes accompanied by a

burning pain, refembling that which takes place

in gonorrhoea. A total deficiency in the fecretion

of urine, without any pain, occurred in many ca-

fes for a day or two.

Tremors of the limbs, and twitchings of the

tendons, previous to the fatal termination of the

difeafe, were uncommon. In fome cafes, a morbid

degree of ftrength to a wonderful extent took

place at that period. In the greater! .number of

inftances, the patients died in a placid manner.

The difeafe appeared under^a variety of forms.

It was often fo mild that the patients were not

confined to their beds. In fuch "cafes, the on-

ly fymptoms were, fallownefs .of the counte-

nance, naufea, universal languor, and irregula-

rity of the pulfe. It appeared invariably to af-

fect chiefly the weak parts of the fyflem which it

attacked ; as the head, the lungs, the ftomach, the

2 bowels,
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bowels, mul the limb*, rtiore or left ac-

cording as they were noon I by

previous inflammatory or nervous difeafes. Soon

after the fever became generally prevalent, every

r difeafe feemed to yield to its fuperior influ-

ence; and hence a number of anomalous fyrop-

toms occurred, in many Cftfes, which impofed on

Several practitioners the belief that in fuch calls

the fever did not exilt.

The appetite for food returned much fooncr du-

ring the courfe of convalcfcence after this difeafe

than it does in ordinary fevers *.

Where death happens, the procefs of putrefac-

tion advances fo rapidly, that it is often neceiVary

to inter the body within a few hours after the

fatal event. The appearances on diffection f ex-

hibit the ftomach, inteflines, and mefentary, co-

vered with gangrenous fpots. The orifice of the

ftomach feems greatly aifccled, the fpots upon it

being ulcerated. The liver and lungs are laid to

appear alio of a putrid colour and texture.

Dy Rum remarks, that the appearances on dif-

feclion were different in different cafes; and feem-

ed to be owing to determinations of the fluids

to

* Vide, An Account of the Bilious Remitting Yellow Fever, as

it appeared in the city of Philadelphia in the year 1793 ; by B. Rufh,

M. D. p. 40 et feq.

f Vide Lind's EiTay on the Difeafes of Europeans in Hot Cli-

mates, p. 114.
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to different parts *. Unequivocal fymptoms cf

morbid congeftions of blood in feveral of the vif-

cera, but more efpecially in the brain, appeared,

he obferves, in many cafes f

.

IV. Mixed Continued Fever, or Synociius.

Cafes frequently happen where the fymptoms of

fever do not occur in the order of fucceflion men-

tioned under the three preceding heads. Thofe

fevers, according to Dr Cullen, generally confift

of fuch a complication of the fymptoms of inflam-

matory and nervous fever, that it is at the begin-

ning difficult to afcertain the fpecies to which

they belong; but that at firlt the fymptoms are

thole of inflammatory fever; and afterwards, fome-

times gradually and fometimes fuddenly, they de-

generate into thofe of typhus.

Fevers of this kind appear frequently in Scot-

land, Although on their firft attack they be at-

tended with violent pain in the head, ftrong bird

quick pulfe, flufTied face, intenfe heat, fometimes

not preceded either by languor or by a cold fit;

yet the naufea, giddinefs, and diminifhed energy

of the brain, which at the fame time take place,

together with certain circumitances refpechng

their exciting caufes, to be afterwards mentioned,

clearly fhow that the difeafe is to be referred to

the

•' Pkge 114. f Page 48.
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of typhus, as the event cf the <

later pi vts.

LOM the above dcfci of the various i

of continued nervous fever it appears, that

the eiTential characters of typhus are, impaired

energy of the brain, confidcrable proftration of

ilrength, irregular action of the vafcular fyilem,

and a deranged (late of the chylopoetic vifcera.

This definition, however, is neither fo accurate

nor fo fatisfactory as could be wiflied
;
yet it is not

eafy, nor perhaps in the prefent imperfect ftate of

phyiiology poffible, to form a better cue from

hiftory of the fymptoms aloRe.

Typhus therefore differs from fynocha in one of

the great eiTcntial characters ; namely, impaired

rgy of the brain. It diners too in feveral other

particulars refpecling the fymptoms; as, in being

preceded by languor and liftlefsnefs, in being at-

tended with a weak pulfe, &-c. and in being pro-

tracted to a longer period.

The feat of thedifeafe in typhus has not yet been

clearly afcertained. Every part of the fyftem is

affected ; the powers both of the body and mind

are deranged ; and it is difficult to determine whe-

ther one part be affected before the others, and

whether the derangement of one part depend

upon or be unconnected with that of others-.

CA!
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CASES of Continued Nervous Fever.

I. Slow Nervous Fever.

Case I. (xlix. 2.)

A man, of about thirty years of age, was af-

fected with a flow fever; which was accompanied

with no fymptom deferving notice, except that

his appetite for food had entirely failed. His

pulfe and ftrength became every day weaker;

and at length he died fuddenly.

Appearances on Diffeclion.

Aedomen. The bile in the gall bladder was tinged

of a brown colour. A calculus of the fize of a dens

molaris, of a pale colour, and very friable on its

furface, was found in it. This gall (lone contain-

ed feveral other fmall ones of a black colour.

Thorax. The lungs were marked with black

fpots. The pericardium contained little or no fe-

rum. The blood, which in other parts of this bo-

dy had an unnatural dirty appearance, was in the

ventricles of the heart in a coagulated ftate.

Case II. (vn. 6.)

A porter, labouring under an acute fever, was

affected with a very violent pain in his head, which

was
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was fucceedcd by delirium. Soon after which he

i

r on Diffbttion.

II::ad. A iuv.ill quantity of ferous fluid v

found between the dura and pia mater
;
part of it,

dated like tranfparent jelly, was feen among

the bnguiferous velTels. In the finus of the fair:

a long (tender concretion was obferved. The whole

brain had the natural appearance.

Case III. (xlix. 12.)

A man, aged forty years, was received into the

hofpital of Bologna, in confequence of a wound in

the tibia occasioned by a blow with a bludgeon.

When his wound had affiimed a favourable ap-

pearance, and he himfelf was in good health, he

was fuddenly affected with an acute fever; which

gradually increafing in violence, at lad termina-

ted in death.

Appearances on Diffhflion.

No uncommon appearance whatever was difco-

vered, except that the blood retained nearly the

natural vital fluidity.

Case IV. (1. 14.)

A woman, who was previoully affected with

lues venerea, having been fei7.ed with fever, at-

Vol. I. Cx tended
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tende.^ ayiui excruciating pains in the head, and

died in the hofpital of Padua.

Appearances on Dijfeclion.

Head. The fkull internally appeared in fome

places of a blackifh red colour. That portion of

the dura mater next the fuperior middle part of

the right lateral finus was much thickened ; and

it coalefced perfectly with the pia mater, and al-

fo with the fubftance of the brain. The menin-

ges and brain in that part were almoft femiputrid,

and tainted with a dirty colour of a yellowifh ci-

rieritious hue : this colour was mod confpicuous

in the cortical fubftance of the brain. When the

cerebellum was drawn out from the hollow form-

ed by the dura mater, its external furface was fo

clofely connected to the dura and pia mater that

part of it adhered to them ; but the adhefion did

not exceed in extent two fingers breadth, and

therefore it was not fo confiderable as in the cere-

brum. The finufes of the dura mater, and the

veflels of the pia mater, which were larger than

ufual, were diftended with black blood. Trie fan-

guiferous vefTels, in many places throughout the

medullary fubftance of the brain, appeared to be

very numerous, and were more diftinct than they

commonly are. The lateral ventricles were filled

with a fluid of a brown colour, and their furfaces

were tinged with the fame colour. The pineal gland

was firmer, larger, and whiter than ufual, and feem-

ed
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ed to contain a kind of cells. This woman had

a peculiarity in the form of her fkull which de-

ferves notice; the right fide pr^je&ed more out-

wards at the pofterior part than the left, and con-

fequently the cavity of that fide, and the hemi-

fphere of the brain contained in it, were larger

than thofe of the left fide.

Case V. (xiv. 5.)

A young man aiTedted with fever was received

into the hofpital of Bologna. He had, it appear-

ed, an old fiftula above the right maftoid procefs.

Injections thrown into it returned partly by the

neighbouring ear, with which neverthelefs he

heard. The fever having increafed in violence,

within a few days after his admiffion he became

delirious and comatofe ; and in that (late died.

appearances on Difficlion,

Head. All the veflels of the brain were tur-

gid. There was a confiderable quantity of green

ferous fluid in the lateral ventricles; and fror

that contained in the right ventricle fome pus

a greenifli colour fubfided. A much greater quan-

tity of the fame kind of pus was obferved between

the dura mater and the internal and inferior fur-

face of the petrous procefs of the right temporal

bone; and thus palling between both it extended

into the vertebral tube. The cavity of the tym-

Q 2 panum

i
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panum was alfo filled with the fame kind of mat-

ter. That furface of the petrous procefs, on which

are placed the Fallopian duct and the femicircular

canals, was fo much eroded, that a pretty wide

cleft appeared on the poflerior fide of the foramen,

through which both portions of the auditory nerves

pafs. That cleft was covered with the dura ma-

ter, which there feemed to be alfo eroded, but

not to fuch an extent as the cleft itfelf. Although

the brain had a proper degree of firmnefs, and was

examined the day after death, the fmell was fo

offenfively putrid that it was not pofTible to trace

the paflage of the matter from the cleft to the

right ventricle, nor yet to afcertain whether any

other parts within the ear befides the tympanum

were injured.

Case VI. (xxi. 9.)

A husbandman, aged thirty five years, having

fallen from a great height, and bruifed his right

fide, was received into the hofpital of Padua. This

man, after he had recovered fo completely that he

was about to be difmiffed from the hofpital, hav-

ing by Health crammed himfelf with bread and

fome other indigeftible aliment, was fuddenly af-

fected with violent fever, to which difficulty of

breathing foon after fucceeded. There was, how-

ever, no pain in the cheft. Although thofe reme-

dies
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which the d equire were dri-

ed, efpecially blood-letting once or twice, all

to no purpofe ; for lie died in eight da;

tht: attack. During the latter days of his life,

lay on his hack, was affected with a ftertor in his

breathing, and had a very frequent, for Come time

lull, and latterly, cord-like pulfe.

appearances on Diffeclion.

Abdomen. The large intellines were particu-

larly confpicuous, being much diftended with air.

The lower parts of the ileum were to a confident-

ble extent of a blackifh red colour ; the blood vcf-

fels being as diftincr. as if they had been filled with

coloured wax. There was alfo a ftrong fmell from

the parts, fuch as is commonly felt in inflamed in-

ternes. The liver was externally of a whitifh co-

lour, with livid edges ; internally, it was variegated

like marble. The gall-bhdder contained a fmall

quantity of bile only ; and the bile was not per-

fectly natural. The fplecn was large, whitifh, and

very flabby.

Thorax. The lungs adhered every where to

the pleura, not only by means of membranes, but

apparently alfo immediately by themfelves. When
however this was examined more accurately, it

was found that a thin yellow concretion, refem-

bling a membrane was interpofed between the

membrane of the lungs (which was found) and

the pleura. When the lungs were drawn forward,

both
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both that concretion and the pleura itfelffollowed*

The inferior portion of the left lobe was very

large, heavy, much indurated, and refembled

the fubftance of the liver. The other parts of the

lungs were not nnfound. The pericardium con-

tained a quantity of yellowifh turbid fluid. Po-

lypous concretions were found in the large veflels

and auricles of the heart. The largeft of thele

concretions was obferved in the right auricle ; its

branches extended from thence into the jugular

veins.

Case VII. (lv. ii.)

A porter, of a tall Mature, robufl, althougk

pale in the face, and of a lean habit of body, aged

about forty years, addicted to drinking, had beea

affected with fcabies, for which he had taken ful-

phur mixed with wine. After having continued

for fix months in apparent good health, he wa&

feized with fever, and brought into the hofpital of

Bologna.

On the firft day, the fiate of the pulfe and the

other fymptoms were not very bad ; but his fitua-

tion was rendered doubtful by a certain anxiety

and reftkisnefs. On that day a medicine was giv-

en with a view to cleanfe out gently the flomach

and b< weis. On the day following, he was affect-

ed with vomiting and difficulty of refpiration, and

was
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was convulfed in his whole body ; he was befides

violently delirious, and in his delirium cried out

that his belly was on lire. Under thefe circum-

fhnces he died, on the third day after his ad million

into the hofpital.

Appearances on Diffeclion.

Abdomen. The fat (which was not in large

quantity) contained in the omentum, in the pin-

guedinous appendiculae of the colon, and efpecial-

ly in thofe that were near the fpleen, and alfo in

the adipofe membrane of the left kidney, was of a

brown and livid colour. The colon was diltended

to three times its ufual fize by the contained air.

The (lomach was contracted, was of a brown co-

lour externally; and internally, at that part which

is next the fpleen, was inflamed, without any ero-

iion, to the extent of an hand-breadth. The low-

er part of the liver was of a livid blackifh colour,

but the appearance was quite fuperficial.

'Thorax. The lungs, the heart, and the dia-

phragm, were found in a natural Mate. The

ventricles contained fome polypous concretions.

Case VIII. (xlix. 14.)

A nobleman, aged about forty years, who when
in health was fubjeft to fuch conftipation of the

bowels as required the conilant ufe of purgative

medicines, removed his habitation from his native

country
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country, the air of which was pure, to a fituation

where the atmofphere was denfe. Soon after this

he was affected with fever, marked by no other

fymptom than a continual anxiety of mind and

conftant ftate of watching. On the fourteenth

day pain in the head fupervened; and his pulfe

became fo irregular that it could only be felt now

and then. In this fituation he died.

appearances on Diffeelion.

Abdomen. The fundus of the ftomach was

tinged with a black colour. The interlines, and

cfpecially the large ones, were contracted. The
other abdominal vifcera were found. All the

blood was ftrorigly coagulated.

Case IX. (iv. 6.)

A man of a {lender make, about forty years of

age, became affected with acute fever. Daring

the night of about the ninth day, he loft the fa-

culty cf fpeech. When fpoken to, he fhowed no

fign of underflanding what was faid. A flight

power only cf moving and feeling remained in

all his limbs. His face was not red. About the

thirtieth day he died.

appearances on
e
DiJfec~lion.

Head. Some ferous fluid was found effufed

between the meninges cf the brain ; the ventricles

a were
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were full of a fimilar fluid* Every thing rife \

tral.

Case X. (v. 2.)

A mav, aged thirty-three years, of a fangui-

neons temperament, of a lean habit of body,

ailecled with hernia, and much addicted to the

ufe of wine and tobacco, began to complain of

pain in the left fide of his head, particularly about

the occiput, which was followed by a pain and

weaknefs of the mufcles of the neck on the fame

fide. Thefe fy mptcms were accompanied with

fever, which was at firft violent, but afterwards

feemed to remit. His pulfe became not only

flow, but alfo weak, affording little refinance to

the fingers; and at the fame time, his ftrength

began to fail, fo that every motion of his body

now became difficult. After interrupted deliri-

um, he loll the power of fpeech, and of motion ;

and at laft, finking gradually, he died on the four-

teenth day of the difeafe.

appearances on Diffettion,

Abdomen. The intcftines within the fcroturn

forming the hernia, were fo itrongly connected by

furrounding membranes to the teiiicle, that they

could not be replaced.

Head. When the brain was taken out of the

fkull, a little purulent matter was obferved at its

Vol. I. H balis;
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bails ; and when that was wiped away, on hand-

ling the brain more matter appeared. This pro-

ceeded from the ventricles through the infundi-

bulum; for both left and right ventricle, but

more efpecially the latter, contained a confidera-

ble quantity of that matter. There was a fora-

men in the corpus ftriatum of that ventricle, which

communicated with a finuous ulcer occupying the

third part of the fubftance conftituting the bafis of

the brain on the right fide. No morbid appear-

ance occurred in the left fide of the brain.

Case XI. (vn. 2.)

A young man, about twenty years of age, who

had a flow fever, attended with thirft, was admit-

ted into the hofpital of Bologna. As the appear-

ance of his urine, and the ftate of his pulfe, were

in fome meafure fimilar to thofe of perfons in

health, the difeafe feemed flight. About the eighth

day, however, violent delirium fupervened, which

continued for feven days. The delirium having

abated, he remained in a ftate of imbecility, ex-

cept that at fome times his recollection returned.

At laft he died.

Appearances on Di/Jeclion.

Externally. The body approached fomewhat

to a livid appearance, efpecially under the nails

of
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and the mufcular flefli was rather

or' a browniffa than of the natural red colour.

Thorax. All the vifcera were found ; there,

however, was no appearance of fluid in the peri-

cardium.

Head. A gelatinous concretion was obferved

furrounding the fanguifcrous veiTels which creep

through the pia mater. That membrane, at the

bafis of the fkull, being torn, a quantity of fluid,

which in colour and confidence refcrnbled cow-

milk whey, flowed out. The whole brain was

found. The blood in this body was of a black

colour, and was thick, but ftill fluid.

Case XII. (vn. 4.)

A man, aged thirty-five years, became affected

with pain in the thorax, accompanied with fever.

The pain having ceafed, delirium fupervened; while

the fever conftantly increafed in violence, and con-

tinued till death. This event took place on the

eleventh day.

appearances on Dijfeclion.

Thorax. The pofterior parts of the lungs were

fomewhat hard, and were of a red colour. A po-

lypous concretion appeared in each ventricle of

the heart; the larger of which was in the left

ventricle. This is an unufual circumftance, the

larger being commonly found in the right.

H 2 Head.
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Head. When the brain was taken out of the

cranium, a little ferous fluid was difcharged from

the meninges. A polypous concretion appeared in

each of the large finufes of the dura mater. The

whole brain was foft. The plexus choroides of

the left ventricle was very turgid, and, as it were,

varicofe.

Case XIII. (xvi. 6.)

A man, about forty years of age, after having

laboured under a flow fever for many weeks, had

a flight fwelling of his feet, a tickling cough, and

parched fauces. His refpiration was fliort and

difficult, and required that his neck fliould be erect.

His pulfe could be fcarcely felt. He died fud-

denly.

Appearances on Dijfcclion,

Abdomen. Although a watery fluid was dis-

charged from the left iide of the umbilical region,

when the teguments of the abdomen were in the

courfe of difleclion feparated from the muicles;

yet every thing in that cavity was in a natural

ilate, except the fpleen, which was three times lar-

ger than ufual.

Thorax. A limpid ferous fluid was found ftag-

nating in each fide of the cheil. This being put

into a glafs vefTel, depoftted*at the bottom of the

vefiel fome matter in feparate portions, ^o that it

ha4
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had no continued membranous fubflance float-

ing in it, as brum in the thorax generally has.

The lungs were (bund, and entirely free, except

that the lower part of the left lobe was connecle J

to the pleura by a fliort and (lender membranous

band. The pericardium was dilated, and con-

tained more than half a pound of limpid ferous

fluid. The heart was large, and in its right ven-

tricle efpecialiy, a flaccid polypous concretion was

Teen, a circumftance which is rate in cafes where

water is fcund llagnating in the cavities. The

thoracic duel, and alio the lymphatics in the ab-

domen, were fo empty, that not the leait veftige

of them could be traced.

Case XIV. (xxi. 15.)

An old man, aged ninety, who had been fcr

fome time in the hofpital at Padua on account of

a contufion on his thigh, became, without any ap-

parent caufe, affected with flight fever. No re-

markable fymptoras occurred. His pulfe was quick

and weak, but never intermitting. Within a few

days he gradually funk.

Appearances on
e

D:J/lcl!on.

Abdomen. The aorta and iliacs had here and

there bony fcales. The orifice of the pylorus was

furniihed with what is called its valve at one part

only. In all the remaining part, which was by

much
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much the largeft portion, there was no veftige of

that kind, and no appearance of its ever having ex-

ifted. The orifice too was much larger than ufual.

In the fubftance of the left kidney there were ca-

vities in two places; in one ihe cavity was fraall, in

the other large. Thefe cavities contained a wate-

ry fluid included within the proper coat of the kid-

ney, which was extended over the upper part.

The urinary bladder, found in other refpects, grew

out at the left fide above the infertion of the ure-

ters into a cell compofed of its own coats, of a he-

mifpherical figure and of a moderate fize. It had,

by a fmall opening, a communication with this

cell. In the fc roturn a hernia was obferved, which

feemcd to have formerly contained a portion of

the inteftinal canal, or at lead a larger portion of

the omentum than it then held. It was a pretty

large fee, defcending almoft as far as the tefticle

from the ring of the oblique mufcle on the right

iide between the membrane attached to the cre-

matler mufcle and the tunica vaginalis, which was

apparently found. This fac lay on the infide of

the fpermatic veifcls. It was formed by the pe-

ritoneum having fallen down through an orifice

capable of admitting the ringer, and then having

become dilated and thickened. A fmall and {len-

der fold of the omentum had palled through that

orifice into the fac, and adhered firmly to its pa-

rities.

Thobax*
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Thorax. A fmall quantity of red coloured

Wfttery fluid was found in each fide of the thorax;

the left lobe of the lungs was connected at fome

places to the pleura, which was perfectly found ;

but the right lobe had almoft no adhefions. This

htter lobe, however, at the lower part, was fweli-

ed and indurated from inflammation. Almoft the

whole anterior furface of the heart was covered

with fat, although the man was in other refpects

lean. The valves, at the orifices of the right ven-

tricle, were not only neither rigid nor thickened;

but even appeared, as did alfo thofe that belong to

the pulmonary artery, to be compofed of rather a

thinner membrane than ufual. In the left ven-

tricle, however, the mitral valves were thicker

than ordinary; and befides, the femilunar were en-

tirely bony and inflexible. Internally they pro-

tuberated fo, that they were at a diftance from the

parietes of the artery. They alfo grew cut into a

fmall thick body in the middle of their border.

The aorta from the heart, as far as that part where

it adheres to the vertebrae, as well as the carotids

and fubclavians, exhibited no bony fcaies; al-

though fuch fcaies were evident to the touch

throughout the remaining courfe of the aorta with-

in the thorax.

Gase
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Case XV. (vi. 4.)

A woman cf about twenty five years of age be-

came affected with malignant fever, attended from

the beginning with deafnefs. On the feventeenth

day coma fupervened, i^o that, when fpoken to, fhe

neither anfvvered, nor opened her eyes. In this fi-

tuation fhe died.

appearances on Di/feclion.

Head. The brain appeared to be quite found

in every refpect, except that, when it was taken

out of the fkull to be examined, a fmall quantity

of ferous fluid was difcharged through the infun-

dibulum. In the cavity of the tympanum of the

ear, and in the neighbouring finufes, fome fanious

matter was found.

II. Typhus Gravior.

C A S E I. (X. 5.)

An unmarried woman, aged twenty fix year?,

affected with acute fever, was about the feventh day

feized with convuliions, io that when fpoken to fhe

laughed in that convulfive manner ftiled rifusfar-

donicus. The convuliions were attended with de-

lirium, and were fo violent, that it was necefTary to

tie her in bed that ihe might not fall out. All

a thefe
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thefe fymptoras ceafed an hour before her death,

which happened on the ninth day. Her refpira-

ration had become mote and nine difficult.

AppCAVunces en DiJJcclion.

Internally. A little ferum had flowed out

from the right ear.

Thorax. In the right fide of the cheft, the

Jungs adhered to the fternum, and laterally to

the ribs ; and externally, on that part of them

next the clavicle, a certain fubftance of an inter-

mediate nature between fat and a gelatinous con-

cretion, fuch as fometimes floats on the fluid of

dropfical patients, was found. This circumftance

rendered it probable that this woman had labour-

ed under Tome diforder of the thorax previous to

that difeafe which had proved fatal. Eight or

nine ounces offerous fluid were found effufed with-

in the cavity of the thorax on the fame fide. Po-

lypous concretions like mucus were obferved in

each ventricle of the heart ; that in the right ven-

tricle was the largeft.

Head. The whole brain appeared found; and

nothing remarkable occurred within the cranium,

except that when the dura mater was in fome pla-

ces torn, in feparating it from the fkull, fome drops

of ferum flowed out; and blood much diluted with

ferum was difcharged from fome very minute

veffels which were accidentally lacerated.

Vol. I. I Cas:
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Case XXI. (xxxi. 2.)

A young man who, during the whole courfe of

his life, even in the bed health, had his bowels in

a loofe ftate, having reached his twentieth year,

became affecled with gripes in his belly, attended

with frequent bloody ftools, or in other words had

dyfentery. After twelve or fifteen days, his di-

feafe was converted info a fimple diarrhoea, with

itools of a yellow colour, and unaccompanied

with gripes. When, by means of proper medi-

cines the diarrhoea had become fomewhat allevia-

ted, he was feized with a tertian fever, from which

within a month he was relieved. The diarrhoea

having ftill continued, he was fuddenly attacked

with acute fever, that had frequent exacerba-

tions. His pulfe was foft, fmall, weak, and quick.

To thefe fymptoms confufion of mind, and a pecu-

liar fwelling of the anterior part of the left fide of

the thorax, fupervened. Thus affected, he died,

about the fourteenth day from the beginning of

the acute difeafe.

appearances on 'Dijfcclion.

Abdomen. Although the belly did not feem in

the fmalleft degree fwelled, it contained a great

quantity of famous ichor that had proceeded from

the inteftinal canal, a certain portion of which

was perforated in feveral places. That portion

comprehended
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comprehended the extremity of the ileum, and al-

fc the contiguous part of the colon, to the length

of two hands breadth. The canal was there ero-

ded, ulcerated, and on its internal furface, gangre-

nous, h that the perforations were not to be won-

dered at. Near this difeafed part of the inteflines

fome of the glands of the mefentery had grown

out into a tumour, containing ichor not unlike

that found in the cavity of the belly. The fub-

ftance of that tumour was foft and flabby, and ap-

peared approaching towards a {late of putrefaction.

The fpleen was three times larger than natural.

Thorax. When the fkin and mufcles of the

thorax, covering the fwelling formerly mentioned,

were cut into, a large quantity of ferous fluid was

difcharged, efpecially at the fide of the upper part

of the (lernum ; for there ferum ran out in dreams

from the borders of the peftoral and fubclavian

mufcles. The lungs were found. The pericar-

dium contained ferum, like water in which frefii

meat had been wafhed. The heart was fo foft

and flabby, that, when felt with the fingers, it

feemed to be membranous rather than mufcular.

In the ventricles fluid blood, which was fo frothy

that it might have been compared to foap fuds,

was found. In all the veins there was fuch a

quantity of air, that, although they had very little

blood in them, they were exceflively diftended.

This was more efpecially the cafe with one large

I 2 branch
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branch of the veins which belong to the fpleen

;

for, although it appeared as if it could not be di-

lated to a greater extent, fcarcely any veftige of

blood could be traced in it.

Head. A fmall quantity of ferous fluid ap-

peared within the cranium ; but the brain itfelf

exhibited no marks of difeafe.

Case III. (xux. 24.)

A woman, aged fifty years; affected with ma-

lignant fever, was admitted into the hofpital of

Padua. Her pulfe during the firft fix days was

fmall and indiftinct, but afterwards became fome-

what more perceptible. A fenfation of confide-

rable ftraitnefs of the breaft during refpiration,

together with palpitation of the heart, having

fupervened, fhe died within the fpace of two

days.

appearances on Diflettion.

Thorax. The blood in the left ventricle of the

heart was half coagulated. In the right ventricle,

which it diftended, it formed a polypous concre-

tion, apparently of a flefhy confidence; but ne-

verthelefs fo tenacious, that it refilled the knife

as much as the moll vifcid crufl found on the

blood of pleuritic patients ufually does.

III. Mixed
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III. Mixes F

Case I. (>:ux. 6.)

A woman, aged thirty years, of a bilious tern-

.ment, who had for a considerable time la-

boured under a double tertian fever, received a

blow upon the abdomen with a ftick. Having

been admitted into the hofpital of Padua, file

complained only of pain in the abdomen ; but on

the third day after the blow me began to be de-

lirious. Her pulie was fmall, and quick; and flie

vomited more than once a fluid refembling wa-

ter in which frefh meat had been warned* At

length, the difeafe having increafed every day, fhe

died.

appearances on DlffetHon.

Abdomen. The mufcles were found to be con-

tufed ; in fuch a manner, neverthelefs, that no

marks of contufion appeared, neither on the out-

fide nor on the infide of the belly. The liver

was of a whitilli colour, and fomewhat harder

than ufual. The gall-bladder was of a very large

fize ; and contained about three ounces of bile of

a black colour. Some of the fame kind of bile

was found in the ftomach. Every thing elfe with-

in the abdomen was ftriclly natural.

Thorax. The lungs, on the furface which was

turned

M
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turned towards the vertebrae, were confiderably in-

flamed ; but in other refpects found. The right

ventricle of the heart contained a fmall polypous

concretion.

Case II. (xvi. 17.)

A girl of about fifteen years of age was affec-

ted with acute fever, attended principally with a

Violent pain in the head, for the other fymptoms

were mild. The fever feemed to remit about the

tenth day. Within a few days, however, great

third:, laborious refpiration, and pain in the left

fide of the thorax, fupervened to the fever. Thefe

two latter fymptoms having continued to increafe

in violence, her fpeech and underftanding be-

ing unimpaired, fhe died within a few days, con-

trary to the expectation of thcfe who attended

her.

Appearances on Diffitlicn.

Thorax. The kings were found ; but the left

cavity of the chert was filled with fluid not very

unlike the urine of horfes : in this fome concre-

tions, refembling the white of an egg, floated.

There was alio a very fmall quantity of ferous*

fluid in the right fide of the che't. The pericar-

dium was completely filled with a fluid of a thick-

er confidence than that in the thorax ; and as the

external iurface of the heart was flightly eroded,

it
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it was probable that it had been fb eroded by the

lame fluid. Polypous concretions, ibmewhat like

condenfed mucus, appeared in the ventricles of

the heart. That in the left ventricle was the lar-

ger.

Case III. (xxiv. 6.)

An old man who had been for three months in

the hoipital of Bologna on account of a fra&ured

leg, was detained there from a flight, though ob-

ftinate fever. At lad it was unexpectedly difco-

vered that he had no pulfe, although it had not

hitherto intermitted, and although the man af-

ferted that he did not feel himfelf worfe than

ufual at that time. With a view to confirm what

he faid, he immediately raifed himfelf up, and fat

erect in bed. In a fliort time, however, he died.

^Appearances on Dijftclion.

Abdomen. One of the kidneys contained un-

der its proper coat a cell, of the fize of a fmall

bean, filled with ferum. Granules, as if of tobac-

co, appeared at the fides of the feminal caruncle.

Within the pendulous part of th,e urethra only

one of the lacunae, and that a fmall one, was ob-

ferved.

Thorax. There was no dilatation in any part

of the thoracic vilcera or large velTels ; although

the acrta exhibited, near its valves and in other

places,
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places, marks indicating future oflification ; and

although it had a fmall bony lamella within its in-

ternal coat at that part where, after having fent

off the left fubclavian, it began to defcend. Po-

lypous concretions were here and there feen in the

ventricles of the heart, efpecially the right, one,

and in the large blood veffels. One of thefe was

of a white colour ; and of fo firm a texture, that

it gave great refinance when an attempt was made

to pull it in pieces.

Head. Although no watery fluid flowed out

from the vertebral tube when the upper cervical

vertebras were feparated from the lower, a confi-

derable quantity was difcharged during the open-

ing of the head, and the lateral ventricles con-

tained not a little. The fubftance of the brain

was not flabby, but was even perhaps the hardeft

that was ever felt. The blood vefTels, fo far from

being pale, were mod of them (efpecially the fi-

nufes) filled with black blood. Although the wea-

ther was cold, and it was fcarcely three days fince

the death of the fubjecl, and although there were

no marks of putrefaction in any part of the body,

air bubbles were feen in thofe two arteries which

pafs between the hemifpheres of the brain, near

the fuperior furface of the corpus callofum. A
considerable portion of the parietes of the right

carotid artery, near the cavernous finus, had be-

come thickened, and of an intermediate nature

2 between
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between ligament and cartilage ; yet on its in-

ternal furfacc it was even membranous. A ii-

miiar morbid appearance feemed begun in other

large veflels of the brain. On the outilde of the

cranium that difeafed date of the veilels was much

more confide r.ible ; for on one fide of the neck a

pretty large bony (bale was found between the

coats of the carotid, jutl at its divifion, and the

whole trunk of that artery was very much di-

lated. The other carotid was of the natural di-

menfions.

Case IV. (xxxvi. 23.)

A wool-comber, of about forty years of age,

came into the hofpital at Padua, on account (as

he himfelf laid) of obftructions in the hypochon-

dria. The bad colour of his face ; the bad health

he had fullered for a whole year ; the irregular

fever with which he was often troubled, and which

was not abfent at that time; and more efpecially

the examination of both hypochondria, particular-

ly the right one, confirmed what he had faid.

When he feemed to have received fome benefit

from the ufe of the medicines prefcribed, he be-

came unexpectedly aifecled with acute fever, ac-

companied with fymptoms of internal inflamma-

tion of the thorax : and within ten or twelve da\i

died.

Vcl. I. K appearances
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Appearances on DiJfecHon.

Abdomen. Although the weather was cold, and

it was not yet two days fince the death of the fub-

je£t, the abdominal mufcles were flabby, and at the

lower part were of a greenifh colour. The liver was

uncommonly large; and, although externally its

colour did not appear bad, internally it was of a

pale brown colour: befides, when accurately exa-

mined, the whole of it both internally and exter-

nally was marked with certain brown fpots, and

was harder than ufual ; a circumftance which was

afcertained both by the fingers and by the knife,

as it was cut into in various directions and in diffe-

rent places. It was obferved that no yellow point

appeared from the fedions of any of the veins in

cutting into the liver, which is the ufual mark of

the hepatic duels being alfo cut into. The gall-

bladder was fmall in proportion to the fize of the

liver, and contained a little bile of a colour ap-

proaching to that of allies, fo that it was uncertain

whether the hepatic duels had become collapfed

from the fmall quantity of bile in the gall-bladder,

or if that pale colour of the bile itfelf had pre-

vented the appearance of the above-mentioned

mark of thoie veffels having been cut through.

The fpleen, in all its dimeniions, was double the

natural fize ; but in other refpecls was found. The

fplenic artery, from its origin to its termination,

was no where tortuous, or lb to fpeak, varicofe as

ufual
j

\
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\uual, except in one place, about the middle of

its com!,', where it u 13 fomewhat inflected. A
bard body, of tbc bulk and almoft of the figure of

a middle iized cherry, but with an unequal granu-

lated furface, of an intermediate nature between

bone and ilonc, bad grown on tbe mefentery.

Clofe by one fide of this body, an arterial and ve-

nous branch puffed, but did not enter its fubftancc,

and from thence proceeded to the inteftines, which

lay at the diftance of about two fingers breadth

from that body. The ileum, at the fide next the

mefentery, was in one part fo inflected as to form

an angle, which continued even after the mefente-

ry was cut off; and, at the fame place on the op-

pofite fide, grew cut into a fhort appendix of an

hemifpherical form. The left external iliac vein,

near the opening of the internal one, was hard but

not ofieous; for the coats had at that part for a

fnort tract become thickened only. Thefe coats

being opened, fmall chords, and fome fmaller fub-

ftances like valves, appeared in the cavity of the

vein on one fide where it was not perforated by

any orifices. The kidneys were about nine inches

in length ; but were proportionally narrow, except

at the fuperior extremity, where they were a little

broader. The length of the finufes that receive

and tranfmit the veffels was alio uncommon, which

was the more readily obferved, as all that part of

the fubftance of the kidneys that fliould have

K 2 made
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made the anterior paries of the finufes was want-

ing. The larger of thofe branches which convey

the urine into the pelvis of the kidney were there-

fore wholly expofed, as were alio the fanguiferous

veffels in all that part generally concealed within

the finus. Two arteries, the one fuperior and the

other inferior, and as many veins, belonged to each

kidney. The veins went out of the finufes in fuch

a manner that the inferior one afcended in an ob-

lique direction into the fuperior, which was pla-

ced tranfverfely. The arteries, however, formed

no junction with each other; both the inferior

and fuperior extended tranfverfely, without any

obliquity ; and, confequently, the inferior did not

enter the finus, but pafled below it almoil at the

lower fide of the kidney. Both the inferior arte-

ries had their origin much lower than the renal

arteries ufually have, as they proceeded from the

aorta, at the diftance of fcarcely an inch above its

divifion into the iliacs; befides, they did not come

out from the fides of that velTel, but from the ve-

ry middle of its anterior furface, and were fo near

to each other that their orifices were feparated by

a very thin feptum only. From that part of the

aorta, they proceeded on each fide, both of them

being fimilar, and without having any ramifica-

tions before their infertion ; and were diftributed

over the kidneys in the manner already defcribed.

The fuperior arteries, on the other hand, which

were
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vcre fomewhat thicker than the inferior ones, dif-

fered neither in their origin nor ramifications £torn

the real natural renal arteries.

Thorax. The light lobe of the lungs adhered

to the pleura, and was indurated. Some fpoons-

ful of bloody watery fluid were found in the pe-

rieardium. Two veins, which ran longitudinally

upon the poilerior furface of the heart were turgid

Mich blood, and as it were varicofe.

Case V. (xvi. 38.)

A country woman, not above twenty five years

of age, of a pale countenance, who had been mar-

ried for about four months, and who was three

months pregnant, having become affected with a

flight irregular fever, was admitted into the hofpital

of Padua, where fhe lay for a month or more. Her

pulfe was neither fmall nor intermitting, although

flie almoft lived entirely upon fruit; which v. as

not to be wondered at, cenfidering flic was preg-

nant. She had no third. She had no (welling

in the feet ; nor was fhe affe&ed with faintings.

She never complained of any ftraitnefs or uncaii-

nefs about the praecordia, nor of any fenfation of

ght, nor of any other uneafy fymptorns in the

thorax, except a flight dry cough, to which Hie had

been occalionally for a long time habitually fub-

jecl. Although her refpiration became difficult

if
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if fhe fvvaiiowed any thing warm, and for that res-

Ton Hie begged to have every thing cold, yet fhe

had in other refpccts no trouble in breathing : for

during the night (he never had any fenfe of furfo-

cation, nor was ever obliged to (it up in bed on ac-

count of her breathing. She lay on her right fide.

In this p^fition, although no fymptom had fuper-

vened to the flight fever, except a pain in the loins,

of which fhe had complained in the very laft days

of her life only, fhe died.

appearances an DiffiCiicm.

Abdomen. The belly was opened within half

an hour after the death of the mother, with a

view, according to the cuflom of the country, to

baptife the child if it were alive. This object was

accompiifned ; for, on cautiouily cutting through

the uterus and membranes, the infant rufhed out,

as it were, and moved its hands. It did not ceafe

to live till an hour after the death of the mother.

The fple,en was a little larger than natural. The

liver was much more fo : as it extended both low%

er down than ordinary, and alfo acrofs quite to

the fpleen. Externally it was of a pale colour;

and internally it appeared variegated with its own

proper colour and that of tobacco. The flomach,

almoft in the middle of its length, was contracted,

and at each extremity was i welled, but in a lefs

degree at the righ fide, which part defcended in

an oblique direction, Die other extremity was

placed



V E R S. 79

placed tranfvcrfcly, with its fundus turned fome-

wl Kit anteriorly ; and was half full of air and iluid.

A great number of lumbrici appeared in the finall

interlines; and wherever they were, but efpecial-

ly in one place, the inteflines were of a red colour,

.1 as if forced outwards by violent

means.

Thorax. Before the thorax was opened the

neck was obferved to be fwelled, from the tur-

gefcence of the thyroid gland ; and it was found

that milk could be eafily preffed out from the breafts.

In the right cavity of the thorax there was a great

quantity of yellowifh watery fluid ; in which fume

thick mucus, and as it were membranous fubflan-

ces, appeared. Some of the fame kind of fluid was

found alfo in the left fide ; and there was fo much

of it in the pericardium, that it was almoft com-

pletely filled with it. In it too the fame membra-

nous fubftances were feen. Polypous concretions,

formed of a kind of mucus, were found in each

ventricle of the heart : thofe in the left ventricle

were a little thicker than thofe in the right. A
very fmall quantity of fluid appeared at the ex-

treme parts of the feet ; although no marks of it

had been perceived, neither during life nor before

dhTection. The mufcles all over the body were

in the mod natural flare.

Case.
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Case V. (xxi. 6.)

A mason, aged about thirty years, became af-

fected with fever, in confequence of fatigue in

working. To this periodical daily rigors fuper-

vened ; and foon after he began to be delirious

during the time of the rigors. At length the di-

lirium, which ufed to go off immediately after the

rigors, continued conftantly ; and from that time

he grew worfe and worfe. The delirium was of

the melancholy and plaintive kind. His pulfe

was not irregular. Blood was fometimes difchar-

ged from the noftrils. Although venefettion was

had recourfe to even three times, and other modes

of cure which feemed neceffary were employed

;

yet, as he continued always to grow worfe, he gra-

dually at lad died.

appearances on Dijfeclion.

Abdomen. The fpleen was large.

Thorax. The lungs, except at their anterior

part, which was of a whitifh colour and in a found

ilate, were almofl every where harder than natu-

ral. The right lobe, efpecially at the upper party

was exceedingly indurated, very heavy, diftend-

ed, of a red colour, and cornpofed of a ftrong thick

fubflance. Although the body was not opened

till nine hours after death, all the vifcera were Hill

warm and fmoking ; and the bleed which flowTed

% from
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from their veins when divided, was fluid and

warm. Polypoui concretions nevertheless were

drawn out, not only from the crural veins, hut

alfo from the heart, from whence they extended

to the pulmonary vetlels of one tide at leaft.

CAUSES of Continued Nervous Fever.

Predisponent Cause. Many facts concur to

prove, that a certain itate of the fyftem is required

for the action of the exciting caufe or caufes of

this fever. The particular nature, however, of that

itate, has not hitherto been afcertained. That it

depends upon the condition of the nervous fyftem,

there is every reaibn to believe ; but our ignorance

of the laws by which that fyftem is regulated, pre-

vents us from approaching nearer to a folution of

the queftion. Perfons of all ages; and of both

fexes, are fubject to the difeafe. While fome ap-

pear wonderfully fufceptible of it ; others, though

constantly expofed to the exciting caufes, are not

affected by them: thus, for example, medical

practitioners and nurfe-tenders are feldom infected

with fever; and criminals from a jail have been

known to communicate contagion to numerous

perfons in srerowded court, although they them-

felves were in good health.

Vol. I. L Exciting
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Exciting Causes. The variety of circumftan-

ces which have been commonly regarded as ex-

citing caufes of nervous fever, has tended much

to perplex thole who have attempted to invefti-

gate the nature of this fpecies of fever. Expo-

fure to cold, as it is termed ; diforders in the pri-

ma? via? ; intemperance; violent paffions of the

mind ; fatigue of mind or body ; corrupted ani-

mal exhalations ; exhalations from the putrefaction

of vegetables ; a particular ftate of the atmofphere,

from the viciilitude of feafons, or the fuccefiion

cf weather ; confined human effluvia ; and con-

tagion, have been enumerated as the exciting

caufes.

i. Expofure to Cold. This has been reckon-

ed by the common bulk of mankind as a frequent

exciting caufe of fever ; a circumflance to which

perhaps may be attributed its being ranked as
-

fueli by medical practitioners. It may be thought

prefumptuous to call in queftion an opinion, found-

ed upon obfervaiion, which is fo generally receiv-

ed. When, however, it is recollected, that expo-

fure to cold produces fynocha, or inflammatory

fever, which is a diieafe very oppofite in its nature

to typhus, as has been already proved ; and that,

belldes, it frequently induces catarrh, rheuma-

tifm, bowel complaints, &c. it muft be obvious,

that fome additional circumflance at leaft mult

concur
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concur before it can excite nervous fever. And it'

it be allowed that the lor: iinly do

ur much more frequently than the latter

been fuppofed to do, it may probably appear, that

>!ure to cold ought to be expunged from the

lilt of exciting caufes of the difeafe under confe-

deration.

2. Difjtders in the Prima Vidf, Thefe are

more probably the confequences than the caufes

of fever : for a difordered Mate of the ltomach and

bowels frequently takes place, without being at-

tended with nervous fever ; whereas that fpecies

of fever, unaccompanied with derangement of thofe

vifcera, never occurs. This caufe, however, de-

ferves great attention ; for the Hate of the fto-

mach and its connections has certainly a remarka-

ble influence over the whole fyftem. That the

ordinary functions of the (lomach are not only de-

ranged, but even totally fufpended, in nervous fe-

ver, is more than probable. Dr. Fordyce, for ex-

ample, mentions that he has often k^n cafes

where food, taken before the attack of fever, had

remained in the ftomach for three or four days *.

But whether an impaired, deranged, or fufpend-

ed itate of its ordinary functions, be the only mor-

bid change that happens in the ltomach during fe-

L 2 ver,

* See A DiflTertation on Simple Fever, by George Fordyce, M.D.
page 66.
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ver, is a queflion which cannot be eafily deter-

mined. From the circumftanee already mention-

ed, that diforders in the primae viae, impeding the

functions of digeftion, frequently occur indepen-

dent of fever, it appears that fome change not

yet explained certainly happens ; and it is upon

this fuppolition that the author of thefe remarks

rejects diforders of the primse viae as an exciting

caufe of nervous fever.

3. Intemperance. The many inftances which

are obferved where intemperance of diet is not

fucceeded by nervous fever, render it more than

probable that, in thofe few cafes where it is fo,

fome other caufe concurs. The immediate mor-

bid effect of intemperance, when it appears un-

der the form of fever, feems to be fynocha, and

not typhus.

4. Violent Pajfions of the Mind, and Fatigue.

Although fear, grief, and fatigue of mind and

body, have been long confidered as exciting

caufes of nervous fever #
; there is reafon to be-

lieve that they rather contribute to produce the

itate of the fyitem which predifpofes to that dif-

eafe. Where violent paflion, fuch as exceflive

anger, is immediately followed by fever, it is

probable

* A very late author is of the fame opinion ; vide Dr. Currie's

Account of the Climate and Difeafes of the United States ofAme-

rica, p3ge i2i.

,
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probable that the dill-ale produced is fynocha.

The deprei&ng paffions, fuch as Bear, &c. which

fometinics occur about the firft attack of fever,

are perhaps the effects of the peculiar ilaie of the

iyftein that had taken place at that time.

5. Corrupted Animal Exhalations. -The exha-

lations from marfhes generally proceed from

the putrefaction both of animal and vegetable

matter, yet they induce intermittent fevers only.

With reipect to the effects of exhalations from pu-

trid animal matter alone, nothing certain can be

urged ; but, upon the whole, it appears more pro-

bable that they contribute to render the effects of

fome other exciting caufe more violent, than that

they are themfelves exciting caufes.

6. Exhalations from Putrefattion of Vegetables,

Dr Ru(h * has adduced the molt unequivocal proof

that, on fome occafions, vegetables in a Hate of

putrefaction ad as exciting caufes of malignant fe-

vers.

By the daily obfervation of mankind, however,

it is clearly eftabliihed, that this is neither a gene-

ral nor a common effect of vegetable putrefaction ;

and, confequently, where it does rake place, there

mull be fome concurrence or combination of other

circumftances not yet perfectly afcertained. The

heat

* Vide Dr. Rufh's Account of the Yellow Fever, already referred

to, p. 155. etfeq.
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heat of the climate feems obvioufly indeed to con-

tribute much to this effect; but it is probably not

the fole circumftanre.

7. A particular State of the Atmofphere, from

the Vicififitudes ofSeafuns, or Succeffon of Weather.

The numerous hiitories of epidemics on record *

have induced many practitioners to believe, that

a particular Hate of the atmofphere fometimes

proves the exciting caufe of continued nervous

fever. This opinion, however, feems founded

on partial obfervation only ; for it is more con-

fident with fads, to fuppofe that a particular

flate of the an. re only tends to render the

fyftem more fufceptible of the impTeflion of ex-

citing caufes. Thus, for example, we are told,

that under the fame atmofphere two difeafes of a

different nature prevailed univerfally at the fame

time
f.

8. Confined Human Effluvia. That thefe ex-

cite fever there can be no doubt ; the moil in-

conteilible

* Vide, Willis opera. Sydenham opera, paffim. Morton ope-

ra. Halleri Difputationee, vol. v. Mcrtens Obfervationes Me-

dics de Febribus Putridis, paffim. Cleghorn's Obfervations on the

Epidemical Difeafes of Minorca. Mofely on Tropical Difeafes,

page 122. Colkclion d' Obfervations fur les Maladies et Conftitu-

tions Epidemiques, par M. Lepecque de la Cloture, pag. 836.

f Cleghorn on the Epidemical Difeafes of Minorca, page 136.

Lmd on D to European* in Hot Climates, p. 126.
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con tedible evidence of the fad has been addu-

ced #
.

9. Con . nervoi:

are c us; a circu ffhich forms the

molt efiential mark of diftincYion between thefe

fevers and all others. In nv.my cafes the conta-

can be diitincliy traced. In others, although

it cannot be afcertained, there is no certainty that

it did not exiit; tor fuch is the nature of conta-

gion, that it may be communicated not only from

a difeafed peribn to a healthy one, but alfo may

be carried about the cloaths, &c. even of a heal-

thy perfon. In a crowded city, therefore, it is im-

pofiible for any individual to be certain that he

has not been expofed to contagion. Many prac-

titioners allege that contagion is not a general ex-

citing caufe of nervous fever; becaufe it does not,

like other contagions, as that offmall pox, &c.

lofe the power of again infecting the fame indivi-

dual. But this argument is equally ftrong againit

the idea of fever being produced, in any inftance,

by infection ; a fact, however, which is too well

eftablifhed to be denied. There is no inconfiften-

cy

* " At the Lent alu/cs in Taunton, 1730, fome priibr.ers who
" wtre brought thither from Ivelchefter goal infected the Court;

* and Lord Chief Baron Pengelly, Sir James Sheppard, Serjeant,

" Jo • Eiq. Sheriff, and Tome hundreds befides, died of

" t!u e mper." See The State of the Prifons in England and

E , by John Howard, F. R. S. p. 18.
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cy in imagining, that the different fpecies of con-

tagion are regulated by different laws, as it is found

that they produce different effects. With refped

to the nature of the contagion of fever, nothing

but conjecture can be offered; which is not fur-

prifing, fince that of the contagion of fmall pox,

although it can be made the object of our fenfes,

which that of fever cannot, properly fpeaking, be,

is flill unknown. From the limilarity of their ef-

fects, it is probable that it coincides, in fome effen-

tial qualities, with human effluvia. Perhaps, alfo,

the peculiar fmell which proceeds from human ef-

fluvia, and from the bodies of thofe affected with

nervous fever, being nearly of the fame kind, af-

fords an additional argument in favour of that con-

jecture.

Upon the whole, it is prefumed, that human ef-

fluvia, putrid exhalations under certain circum-

ftances, and contagion, are the fole exciting caufes

of continued nervous fever; and that expofure to

cold, diforders in the primas viae, intemperance,

violent paffions of the mind,fatigue of mind or body,

corrupted animal exhalations, and a particular ftate

of the atmofphere from the viciflitude of feafons

or the fucceffion of weather, act only by inducing

that ftate of the fyftem which renders it fufcepti-

ble of the impreffion of the exciting caufes.

An investigation of the exciting caufes of difeafe

has been regarded as ufeful in two points of view:

3 Firji,



FEVERS. So

ftrjl
%
In order that means may be iliggefled for

the prevention of difeafes; and Secondly
t
For the

purpoie of afcertaiping the proximate caufe. The

firitof th. fe \: iwa alone, indeed, has been general-

ly avowed ; but the pains which mod fyilematic

writers have taken to explain the mode of action,

or the effects of exciting caufes, clearly mow that

they have been actuated by the fecond view al-

io. If future obfervation fhall eilablifh the va-

lidity of an opinion lately propofed by Dr For-

dyce, that a fever produced by any caufe, like a

body put in motion by an impulle, will continue,

although that caufe be no longer applied *
; it will

then appear neceflary only to enquire into the ex-

iflence of exciting caufes, and not into their mode

of operation. As Dr Fordyce has not yet produced

the evidence on which his opinion is founded, it can-

not be regarded as unfair, if afTsnt be refufed to

the doctrine as applying generally to all fevers. It

is a well known fact, for example, that intermit-

tent fever often refills obltinately every means of

cure, and yields only in confequence of a removal

from expoiure to the exciting caufe.

Proximate Cause. The modern opinions re-

fpecting the proximate caufe of nervous continued

fever may be arranged under five heads.

Vol. I. M i. The

* VideFordyce'sDiCTertation on Simple Fever, page i;i.
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i. The introduction of a morbid matter into

the fyftem.

2. Lentor of the blood.

gf.
Impaired energy of the brain, with fpafm of

the extreme vefTels.

4. Simple debility.

5. An over proportion or accumulation of car-

bon and hydrogen, and confequently a diminu-

tion of oxygen, and an exhaufted Hate of irritabi-

lity.

1. The introduction of a morbid matter into the

fyjlem. This is a very old opinion, and, among the

vulgar, a very common one. The principal mo-

dern authors who have adopted it are, Sydenham,

and Dr Balfour. Dr Sydenham imagines that a

materies febricalis is introduced into the blood;

and that a commotion is therein excited, by which

the matter is either feparated and expelled, or

the. blood itfelf is changed into a new ilate #
. Dr

Balfour's opinion is, that the contagious matter

being conveyed into the ftomach and bowels, in-

fe&s the mucus lining the inteftines, which being

abforbed and mixed with the blood produces the

febrile (late f

.

Several

* Vide The Works of Dr Sydenham, tranflated by Dr Wallis,

vol. i. chap. 4.

f See A Treatife on Putrid Inteftinal Remitting Fevers, by Fran-

cis Balfour, M. D. p. i6.et feq.
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Several ft roup; ons, founded upOA the
]

grefs and event offerer*, maybe urged aj

this theory ; but tin il- it is unneceflary to i

for, although the alleged alteration in the Hate pf

the blood were proved, the introduction of mor-

bid matter into the lyttem could be confidcred as

an ex< iting caufe of fever only, and not the proxi-

mate one. No change, however, of the blood,

llM hitherto been demonftrated as taking place in-

variably in every cafe of fever. On tfce contrary,

numerous facts concur to render it more than pro-

bable, that, fo far as our fenfes can determine, the

only changes which blood undergoes, in fevers of

this kind, are thofe which proceed from the ac-

tion of the blood- ve ill-Is, and the deranged date of

the chylopoetic vilcera ; and hence fuch changes

are the effects, and not the caufes of fever.

2. Lcntor of the Blood. This opinion, propofed

originally by Boerhaave, has been already explain-

ed, page 25. The objections already urged againft

it, page 26, fufficiently evince its inconfiltency

with facts.

3. Impaired Energy of the Bruin, with Spafm of

the extreme vejfe/s. This theory has been alfo al-

ready explained, page 26. That it is inadequate

to the explanation of the phenomena of continued

fever, is prefumed from the two following circum-

itances.

i/?, Continued fevers are not always preceded

M 2 by
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by a cold fit, nor by the other fymptoms regarded

as denoting fpafmof the extreme veffels. And,

idly, The energy of the brain is net always re-

ftored on the ceflation of the fever ; for imbecilli-

ty of mind, which often continues for a considera-

ble time, is the frequent confequence of that dif-

eafe.

Thefe objections to the doctrine of fpafm arefe-

lecled as being incontrovertible. Others, found-

ed upon the inconfiftency of the feveral parts

or principles which conftkute the theory, might

have been urged.

4. Simple Debility. This theory fcarcely re-

quires a fingle argument to prove its infufficien-

cy, to any one who contkiers for a fingle mo-

ment the morbid dates of the human body. If

the debility which occafions fever be a particular

degree only in a fuppofed fcale betwreen ordinary

health and the termination of life, then every

dropfical patient fhould be affected with fever:

and if it be a particular fpecies of debility ; that

is to fay, debility attended with peculiar circum-

ftances, then the theory is merely a play upon

words.

5. An over Proportion or Accumulation of Carbon

and Hydrogen, and confequently a 'Diminution ofOxy-

gen, and an exhaujled State ofIrritability. This the-

ory, founded upon the modern improvements in

chemiiiry , has been lately propofed by Dr. Wood of

Newcaftle.
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Newcaille*. lie proceeds upon the fuppofitJOf]

that* certain proportion ofoxygen mutt ncccflarily

be received during every infpiration into the lytlem,

and that when this does not happen, carbon and

hydi afcendancy, a putreicent ftate

of the iVllem takes pla<

An inkiperable objection occurs agaioft this the-

;
viz. That the diminifhed proportion ofoxygen

mult depend on fome peculiarity of aclion of the

fyftem m the perfon aflecled. For, as all mankind

have accefs to the fame grand magazine of oxy-

gen, the atmofphere ; (to ufe Dr. Wood's own

expreilion) no individual could be affected with

fever, while others eicaped, unlefs the reception

of oxygen, or the modification or diitribution of

the air we breathe, did depend upon corporeal

mechanifm f . Allowing, therefore, what is by no

means

* Thoughts on the Effc&s of the Application and Abftractioa

of Stimuli on the Human Body, by James Wood, M. D. &c.

p. 6~.

y Dr. Wood, in (upport of his theory, very properly adduces

practical fuccefs in addition to hypothetical n Proceed-

ing upon the principle, that the acid of nitre, con/ h pot-

afh, taken into the ftcmach, communicates to the fyftem the oxy-

gen which it contains; he regards the invariable fuccefs that at-

the admimftration of a folution or nitie in a great many
cafes of typhus, both under the care of his father and himfelf,

as a complete demonftration of the infallibility of his principles.

When, however, it is confidered, that the folution (confifting of

a drachm of nitre in eight ounces of water) was given in dofe3

of
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means proved, that an accumulation of carbon

and hydrogen, with the confequences dated, do

actually happen in fever; they are to be regard-

ed as effects, and not as caufes.

Upon the whole, it is obvious, that none of the

modern theories above enumerated afford a ra-

tional explanation of the proximate caufe of con-

tinued fever; and it may be prefumed that, from

the complication of morbid fymptoms which oc-

curs in that difeafe, no fuch explanation can be

given, until the laws, by which the nervous, the

lymphatic, and the fanguiferous fyftem are regu-

lated, and the mutual dependence that each has

upon the other, be better underftood.

REMARKS on the Cases of Continued Ner-

vous Fever.

The moil general appearance on direction ob-

ferved in the preceding cafes is, effulion within

the cranium. Yet in two cafes, viz. the fifteenth

of typhus mitior, and the firft of typhus gravior,

every

of an ounce or fometimes two ounces every two or three hours ;

it may be eafily underftood, by one acquainted with the elements

only of chemiftry, that before the half of the folution could be ex-

hibited it rauft have loft all power of giving out oxygen.
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every thine; within that cavity was found : confe-

quently the molt general appearance feems to be

an etied which does nor invariably take place.

With refped to the different morbid appearan*

in the cavities of the thorax and abdomen, in

the cafes under consideration, they are to be re-

garded as accidental ciicumftances, only depend-

ing upon caufes, to be afterwards explained.

SECT. II. INTERMITTENT FEVERS.

Intermittent Fevers * are thofe where a per-

fect, remiflion takes place, for a longer or fhorter

time, between the paroxyfms. Each paroxyfm

confifts of a regular cold, hot, and fweating fit

;

the phenomena of which are the following At

firrt the patient complains of weaknefs, attended

with yawning and ftretching of his limbs ; follow-

ed

* For a defcription of intermittent fevers, fee, Boerhaave's Aph.

749, 750, 751 ; and Van Swieten's Commentaries on thefe. Con-

. Junckeri, pag. 651, et feq. Oofterdyk Prefcripta Medicine,

pag. 61. Cleghorn on the Difeafes of Minorca, page 147. Syden-

ham, tranflated by Wallis, vol. i. page 75. An accurate defcrip-

tion of the general fymptoms of each paroxyfm is given by Dr.

Cullcn, par. x. ct feq.
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el by a certain fenfation of uneafinefs in the back

and in the points of the fingers. Thefe fymptoms

are fucceeded by inhering, and a fenfe of great

cold ; although in fact the body is warmer than

natural. Naufea, vomiting
; pain of the limbs,

of the back, and of the head; and difficult and

anxious refpiration, then take place. The pulfe

at the fame time is quick, feeble, fmall, and wire-

like : and can be icarcely reckoned on account

of the tremors of the body. The urine is limpid.

This dage lads for one, two, or more hours.

The cold fit having gradually ceafed, moil into-

lerable heat is felt ; the pulfe becomes full, drong,

and hard ; the refpiration lefs difficult, but tl 111

anxious. The tongue is white, attended with

great third ; and the fenfation of exceflive heat is

felt about the praecordia. Headach, and fometimes

delirium, fupervene; and alfo pain, and in fome

cafes fwelling, about the region of the domach.

The naufea and vomiting often continue during

this dage. The urine is of a red colour. Blood

drawn during this dage is commonly thicker than

ufual ; containing a fmall proportion of ferum,

and having a lefs firm cohefion of its particles

than natural. In fome cafes the upper part of

the cralTamentum is red, and the under part black.

After the hot fit has continued for one, two, or

more hours, a copious fweat breaks out over the

whole body. All the fymptoms then become al-

3 leviated,



1

i i: v E R ft 97

at has lifted for tl.

or four hours totally difappear. The urine de-

a fediment. Sleep tah e; and the

infermiffion is completely cftabliflicd, a fenfe of

remaining. After a certain inter-

val, in i longer, in others fhorter, the

fame phenomec i recur in the fame fucccf-

fion.

Authors have divided intermittents into differ-

ent fpecies, according to the length of time in-

terpofed between the beginning of one paroxvfm

and that of another. Thus : where a regular fit

of the difeafe takes pl.ice every twenty-four hoars,

it is named a Quotidian ; if every forty-eight hours

onlv, a Tertian ; and if feventv-two hours inter-

vene between the beginning of one fit and that

of another, it is named a Quartan. Befides thefe,

other divifions have been adopted, founded upon

the irregularity of recurrence of the fits; as, the

Semitertian, Double Tertian, Triple Tertian, S:c.

As intermittents occur mod frequently during the

Spring and Autumn, they have alio been divid-

ed into Vernal and Autumnal; and it has been

found that tertians and quotidians mod frequent-

ly prevail in the former feafon, and quartans hi

the latter. Not contented with thefe divifions,

authors have diflinguifked intermittents from each

other according to the anomalous fy mptoms with

which they are fometimes complicated. Accord-

Vol. I, N in
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ingly, as the difeafe is occafionally attended with

violent fixed pain in the bowels, with faintings,

with fymptoms of apoplexy, or with pains in the

liver, fpleen, or kidneys ; it has by different au-

thors been ftyled, Affcdes Syncopalis, Apoplectica,

Hepatica, Splenetica, Nephralgia, &c. Thefe

diftinctions, however, feem to ferve no ufeful pur-

pofe>; tending rather embarrafs than to inftruct.

It may be queftioned too, how far the divifion,

founded upon the intervals between the begin-

ning of one paroxyfm and that of another, is of

practical utility ; feeing, that during the courfe of

the difeafe the intervals frequently become pro-

tracted or fhortened : fo that what was originally

a quotidian fhall degenerate into a tertian or quar-

tan, and what was at firft a tertian fhall be con-

verted into a quotidian. Sometimes too the pa-

rcxyfms fucceed each other fo rapidly, that no

regular intermiffion occurs; there being only a

temporary alleviation of the fymptoms, or remif-

iion as it has been called. Such cafes have been

named Remittents. For thefe reafons, it is im-

poffible to afcertain, at the firft attack of an in-

termittent, the exact form which it will affume :

for although, as already ftated, tertians and quo-

tidians are molt frequent during Spring, and quar-

tans and remittents prevail principally during Au-

tumn ; and although when the fit begins at noon

the difeafe molt generally affumes the tertian form,

and
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and when in the evening the quartan type, there

[b many exceptions to thofe rules, that no de-

pendence whatever can be placed upon them.

Intermittent* are hum h more dangerous in warm

climates than in temperate regions. In Great Bfn

tain the difeafe in many cafes terminates fponta-

neouflv after a few fits, and leaves the patient

neaily in a date of perfect health. In other cafes

it redds obdinately every remedy ; and induces fo

great a degree of vveaknefs throughout the whole

fy Item, that chronic difeafes of an alarming na-

ture, depending upon vifceral obftructions, are in-

duced. It often happens too, that, after the difeafe

has continued obdinately for a confiderable length

of time, it ceafes entirely upon the removal of the

patient from the local fituation or place of refi-

dence in which he had become afFected with the

difeafe
;
provided the change be made into what is

called a dry atmofphere. In warm climates, on

the contrary, not ordy do intermittents terminate

in difeafes which become rapidly fatal, as apo-

plexy, dyfentery, &c. but often alfo do they prove

immediately fatal. In fome cafes death takes

place during the cold fit ; but mod generally it

happens during the hot one. Where the patient

is not carried off by the firtt attack, the fever be-

comes commonly irregular previous to its fatal

termination. The favourable fymptoms common-

ly enumerated are : Fuji, Regularity in the fta-

N 2 ge$



fol tges of \\ji fit; Secondly, The abfence of violent

the bowels during the fits; Thirdly, The

ftages of the fit nor occupying above twelve

hours ; Fourthly, The patient being, with refpecf.

to the animal and natural functions, nearly in a

flate of health during the intcrmiffions ; Fifthly;

The urine depoiiting a fediment ; and Sixthly, The

eruption of puftules about the lips on the appa-

rent declenfion of the difeafe. The unfavourable

fymptoms, on the contrary, are : Firjl, Irregula-

rity in the periods of attack, and in the occur-

rence of the flages of the fit; Secondly, The fits

becoming about the third or fourth period of the

diftafe much protracted, the intermifiions confe-

quently being greatly fhortened ; Thirdly, Coma,

delirium, great anxiety, painful fwelling and in-

duration about the hypochondria and cpigaftric

region, pain about the upper orifice of the frcmaoh

or loins, occurring during the fits ; You)'thiy, The

patient, during the; intermifiions, having a total

averiion for food, and feeling fuch weaknefs, at-

tended with vertigo, that he can {c^xzz\y walk

;

Fifthly, The frequent appearance of numerous

blotches on the ikin like the flinging of nettles ;

Sixthly, The urine continuing thin, clear, high co-

loured, orbeing covered with anafh-coloured mem-

branelike a cobweb; Seventhly, Haemorrhages from,

the nofe, vomiting, colliquative fweats, or diarrhoea,

taking place; and Lajlly, The patient lying con-

ftantty
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:.tillv countenance,

at the fame

time th ft to .i" enorm >us (ize, and

iftivenefs attends, or involuntary diT-

charge of the feces happens *. lntertnittents fre-

quently terminate alio in continued fev(

The mcea on diffeftion, in thofc who die

i this d

:

ccording to Dr Cleghorn, \

examined near one hundred bodies exhibit -

ftantly a blacknefsor total corruption of one or o-

ther of the adipofe parts in the lower belly, as the

omentum, mefentery, colon, &c. enlargement of

the fpleen : together with fuch a foftnefc and

rottehnefs of its fubllance, that it has more the

appearance of -coagulated blood wrapped up in

a membrane, than of an organic part ; the gall-

bladder full and turgid ; and the ftoiruch and in-

tedines overflowing with bilious matter. No ex-

traordinary appearance was obferved in the cavi-

ty of the thorax or head, except the efTuiion of

yellow ferum where the lkin had been tinged with

that colour.

CASES

* For a more particular account of the fymptoms, by which a

judgement can be formed of the probable event of intermittent fe-

vers, fee Dr. Cleghorn on the Difeafes of Minorca, p. 167, et feq.

from whole observations the above detail is chiefly borrowed.
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CASES of Intermittent Fever.

Case I. (xxv. 4.)

A clergyman, aged fixty years, who had been

troubled for about thirty years with weaknefs of

the head and flornach, thirii, fudden faintings, e-

fpecially when he was in the erect pofture, together

with a fenfe of ftraitnefs of his chef!:, and with an

intermiffion of the pulfe, became at lait affected

with a double tertian fever. The fever having

grown every day more violent, at laft terminated

fatally.

appearances on Di/fcction.

Abdomen. The omentum was very large, and

wras twilled like a rope. The right kidney was

wanting ; and there were no traces of the corre-

fponding renal vefTels. The left kidney was of the

natural fize, and contained a hydatid full of fluid.

Thorax. In the right ventricle of the heart

there was a pretty large polypous concretion^

which extended a confiderable way into the vena

cava. In the left a concretion cf a fmaller fize,that

went into the pulmonary vein, was obferved.

Head. A confiderable quantity of fluid was

found within the ventricles of the brain. The

glands on the piexuschoroides appeared very much

fwelled.

Case
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Case II. (xlix. 8.)

A virgin, aged twenty two years, having been

aflected for many years with a double tertian,

and eventually an acute, fever, attended with a

pain in the head and the whole body, was thereby

carried off.

Appearances en Diffcclion.

Abdomen. At the extremity of the ileum, in

that part which is connected with the mefentery,

feveral fmall bodies projected, which in magnitude,

form, and colour, refembled the granules of gun-

powder. On the internal furface of the uterus fe-

veral round bodies like glands were obferved, on

the rupture of which a vifcid humour was dis-

charged.

Thorax. The lungs wrere (lightly inflamed in

thofe parts placed towards the back. The right

ventricle of the heart contained a polypous con-

cretion.

Case III. (lix. 18.)

A little boy, affected with tertian fever, be-

came quite emaciated ; and at laft, violent con-

vulfions having fupervened, died.

Appearances on D t[{feci ion.

Abdomen. The inteflines appeared drawn in

towards
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towards the mefentery, which was contracted; and

their coats were fomewhat rigid, and as it were

dried. They contained, as did alfo the ftomach,

a great quantity of aeruginous bile, which ftained

the fcalpel of a violet colour. Two pigeons being

llightly wounded with a knife dipped in the fame

bile, fo that the bile remained in the wound, in a

fhort time became affecTed with tremors, and died

convulfed. A cock, too, who had fwallowed a

piece of bread foaked in that bile, died in a fimilar

manner.

CAUSES of Intermittent Fever,

Predisponent Cause. It has cf late become

fafliionable to regard debility as the univerfal pre-

difponing caufe todifeafes; accordingly, it has

been alleged to be that of intermittent fever. Un-

lefs, however, the term debility be underftood in a

very unufual fenfe, viz. as being an impaired de-

gree of action of fome of the functions either natu-

ral or animal, and not of the whole, it cannot be

deemed predifponent to that difeafe : for it is well

known, that perfons apparently in the full vigour

of health arc liable to the attacks of intermittents.

The circumftance predifpofing to the difeafe mui

be that which renders the body fufceptible of the

imprciiion of the exciting caufe 3 it may therefore

% exii
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cxift in one organ only, or in feveral, or in all.

The concurrence of many circumftancC8 renders

it probable that, in intermittent fever, the predif-

poiition takes place principally in the ftomach or

alimentary Canal ; but our knowledge of the na-

ture of the procefTes carried on in thofe organs is

at prefent too imperfect, to enable us to fpecify the

particular deviation from nature which conftitutes

or occaiions that predifpofition. It is a remarka-

ble fact, that, after intermittents have once occur-

red in any individual, a ftrong predifpolition to the

return of the difeafe for ever after remains in than

individual.

Exciting Cause. It is now univerfally ac-

knowledged that the moil frequent exciting caufe

at lead, is the effluvia or vapour arifing from

itagnant water or marfhes, which have been ftyled

Marfh Miafmata. It has been thought necerTary to

afcertain the properties of thofe effluvia, in order

to difcover their mode of action; and accordingly

many ingenious conjectures have been formed on

the fuhject. As the effluvia proceeding from great

Likes, fait water, and fogs, do not produce inter-

mittent fevers, it has been fuppofed that thofe

which do fo, confill of fomething more than

fimple watery particles. In marfhes, the putrefac-

tion both of vegetable and of animal matter is

commonly always going forward \ and hence the

Vol. I. O molt
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mod general conjecture lias been, that vegetable

or animal putrefaction imparted a peculiar quali-

ty to the watery particles of thofe effluvia. Some

well-attefted fads, however, clearly overturn this

opinion. Thus, for example, Dr Rufli afferts that

intermittent fevers were totally unknown in feve-

ral counties of Penfylvania, until the eftablifli-

ment of mill ponds *. Dr Fordyce mentions

too, " that during the war which took place in

Flanders between the tenth and eleventh years

of the prefent century, an army encamped up-

on fandy ground, in which water was found in

digging lefs than a foot deep, and occafioned a

great moifture in the air; which produced in a

few days numbers of fevers, although the army

was perfectly healthy before; and no more fevers

were produced on fhifting their ground |." It

may therefore be concluded, that we are not yet

acquainted with all the circumftances which are

required to render marfh miafmata productive of

intermiitents. When it is recollected that inter-

mirtents are moil frequent in warm climates, and

in thofe climates prevail mod generally during

warm weather, it is moll obvious, that the atmo-

fphere

* Vide, Medical .Obfervations and Enquiries, by Benjamin Rufh,

M.D. vol. ii. p. 265.

-f See, ADiflVrtation on Simple Fever, by George Fordyce, M.D.

p. 147.
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fpheri nuiit have a considerable influence in pro-

moting the action of the raiafmata; but with re-

fpecl to the particular nature of that influence no-

thing more than conjecture can be offered.

It has been imagined, by fome refpe&able au-

thors *, that intermittent fevers are communicated

by contagion. 'Ibis opinion, however does not

coincide with the general obfervation of practi-

tioners; and if it were juft, it mult have been long

ago eitablillied beyond the polTibility of contra-

diction. The author o^thefe remarks has con-

veiled on this fubject with feveral judicious prac-

titioners, who have practifed for many years in

the countries where intermittent^ prevailed; and

he has been uniformly allured, that in no inftance

could they ever trace the origin of the difeafe to

contagion.

Many other circumftances have been alfo re-

garded, by different authors, as exciting caufes of

intermittent fever ; fuch as, fear, expofure to cold,

watery diet, as that confiding of particular fruits,

namely, water melons, cucumbers, &c. and the

fupprellion of habitual evacuations, or receffion of

cutaneous eruptions. But it is, perhaps, more than

probable that thefe circumitances act only by in-

ducing that Itate of the body which predifpofes to

O 2 the

* Dr Cleghorn, p. 13 z. Dr Fordyce'a Obfcrvations on Simplq

Fever, p. in.
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the difcafe ; fir.ce there are many countries where

intermittents never occur, although fome of the

inhabitants mud inevitably be often affected with

fear, and expofed to cold, and have occafionally a

fuppreflion of habitual evacuations, or the recef-

fion of cutaneous eruptions.

Upon the whole, therefore, it may be concluded,

that the fole exciting caufe of intermittent fever

is a ftate of the atmofphere arifing principally from

the evaporation cf water, but not proceeding

folely from that circumflpnce. being influenced by

other caufes not yet afcertained. The late Dr

Cullen regarded marfh miafmata to be the fole ex-

citing caufe. But proof has been adduced above,

that the evaporation from damp ground, and from

mill ponds, produces the fame difeafe ; and it may

be added that, in fome countries, after having been

long prevalent, intermittents diiappear entirely *;

while, in other countries, where they never occur-

red, they become frequent, although there be no

remarkable change on thofe countries with refpect

to marfhes. Belides, in certain warm climates

where there are no marfhes, intermittent fevers

prevail during the rainy feafon
f.

Proximate

* See Dr Currie's Hiftcrical Account of the Climate and Diftafts

of the United States of America, page 8.

f See Dr Mo lei y on Tropical Diieafes, p. 14.
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Proximate Cause. Thofe who

Fevers to be effentially of the Li ne nature, diffi i

only from each other in fymptoms which are in-

fluenced by a peculiarity of habit, or offituation,

have afcribed the phenomena of every fpecies to

the fame proximate caufe. It is ohvious, howe-

ver, from the obfervations formerly made, that

continued fevers are perfectly dillincl from inter-

mittent^, in their efiential characters, in their pro-

grefs, and in their exciting caufe; and confeque:U-

ly, it is unphilofophical to allege that they de-

pend upon the fame proximate caufe.

Neither lentor of the blood, nor impaired ener-

gy of the brain, nor fpafm of the extreme veffels,

nor (imple debility, nor an over proportion or ac-

cumulation of carbon and hydrogen, can be re-

garded as the proximate caufe of intermittent fe-

ver.

A redundancy of bile in the ftormch and intef-

lines has been by fome propofed as the proximate

caufe of that difeafe ; but not only is the bile of-

ten accumulated in great quantity in thefe vifce-

la, but alfo is it even mixed with the blood

throughout the whole fanguiferous fyftem, with-

out any fuch elTecl being produced.

When the phenomena of intermittent fever are

carefully coniidered, many circumftances appear

in favour of the old opinion of Helmont, that they

proceed
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proceed from fome affection of the flomach. The
ihivering, the fickneis, the third, the pain in the

head, all feem to originate from this caufe. The

appearances on diffe&ion, too, in thofe who die of

the difeafe, prove clearly that the fyftem of the

flomach is very materially affected. But the cir-

cumftance which chiefly favours this opinion is,

the great fufceptibility of a renewal of the difeafe

from very flight exciting caufes ; as, from the pre-

valence of the eaft wind, and from the repetition

of the original exciting caufe. In this circum-

flance intermittents differ eflentially from all other

fevers : for it is well known, that after continued

fever has once occurred, the perfon fo affected is

by no means fo liable to a return of the difeafe as

one in whom the diforder has never taken place.

In eruptive fevers too, as in the fmall-pox and

mealies, the fever produced by the contagious

matt^: can never be again produced in the fame

i. It -nay be added, in confirmation of all

this reafon r>g, that medicines, received into the

flomach previous fo an expected paroxyfm of in-

termittents, fomctimes produce almoft immediate

effects by preventing entirely the fit. But al-

though it were admitted, that the proximate

caufe of the difedfe is a deranged flate of the flo-

mach and its appendages, it would {till remain for

enquiry to afcertain what that deranged flate is.

Our
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Oar prefcnt imperfed knowledge docs not enable

us to enter on fuch an enquiry.

OBSERVATIONS on the Cases of Intermit-

tent Fever.

The preceding cafes afford very little evidence

refpecling either the caufe or effects of intermit-

tents; and afford, too, very little room for remark.

In the firft cafe, no morbid appearance was noti-

ced in the ftomach ; but a confiderable quantity

of fluid appeared within the cranium. The fe-

cond cafe is an example of the intermittent hav-

ing terminated in continued fever. In the third

cafe, the over proportion of bile frequently ob-

ferved in that fever was found ; but none of the

other appearances enumerated by Dr. Cleghorn,

and already Hated in thefe pages, were feen.

General Observations on Fevers.

The importance of the fubjecl induces the au-

thor of thefe remarks to deviate from his general

plan, by offering a few additional oblervattons on

fevers.

In the preceding pages, fynocha, typhus, and

intermittents, are regarded as difeafes very different

2 in
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ID their nature. Since, however, an oppofite doo
tr"me,foundedonvery plauiible arguments, has been

received among- practitioners of the firft eminence,

it cannot be deemed improper to inveftigate the

queftion at fome length.

The fnft argument in favour of the opinion,

that all fevers are of the fame nature, is, That

perfons of different habits of body, expofed at the

fame time to the exciting caufe of fever, have fe-

vers of a different fpecies. Thus Guido Fanno

mentions, that an epidemic prevailed at Leyden,

during the Summer of 1669, which affected fome

perfons with continued fever, and others with in-

termittent *.

In contradiction to this argument, it is to be

obferved, that where a number of perfons of oppo-

fiie temperaments have been expofed to the fame

exciting caufe, although fome anomalous fymp-

toms appeared in particular inftances, the fevers in

confequence have proved effentially of the fame

nature
f.

With refpecl to the epidemic at Ley-

den, it is not inconfiftent with obfervation to al-

lege that two different fpecies of epidemics had

prevailed at the fame time ; for it is well known

that this fometimes happens. Dr. Hillary, for ex-

ample,

* Vide Haller's Difput. Pathol, p. 204.

f Vide Sir John ftingle's Obfervatioris on the Jail or Hcapital

Fever, § %.
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ample, remarks, that dyfentefy and catanhous le-

ver were, during 1757, epidemic at the fame time

in the ifland of Baibadocs*.

The fecdrid argument in favour of this doc-

trine is, That interrtlittents fometimes degene-

rate into continued fever, and vice verfa. Ma-

ny aflertions of this circumftance occur in the

Writings of authors of the fir (I eminence f. It

mud however be allowed, that the evidence on

the fubjecr. is fornewhat ambiguous : for in certain

places of Great Britain, as in the fens of Lincoln-

shire, &c. intermittents are known to exift for a

great length of time without being converted in-

to continued fevers ; and in thofe parts of the

Ifland where intermitterits do not prevail, conti-

nued fevers are never obferved to terminate in

intermittents. The argument under confidera-

tion, therefore, is not fupported by the phenome-

na of fevers in Great Britain ; but reds entirely

on thofe which appear in warm climates. The

evidence in that refpect neverthelefs is not per-

fectly fatisfactory. Dr. Cleghorn fays, that the

tertian fevers epidemic in Minorca, " about the

time of the equinox, aflame a furprifmg variety

of forms ; and very often counterfeit continu-

Vol. I. P ed

* Obfervztions on the Epidemic Diftafes in Barbadoes, by \[

Hillary, M.D, page 125.

•f
Vide Cullen's Firft Lines, par. xv XI.



H4 FEVERS.
ed fever, having long redoubled paroxyfms *."

May it not therefore be prefumed, that the inac-

curate obfervation of practitioners is the only foun-

dation for the opinion, that fevers in warm cli-

mates fpontaneoufly vary their type during their

progrefs? Befides, although it were proved be-

yond the poffibiiity of doubt, that intermittents

terminate in continued fever, and vice verjaj no

evidence is thereby afforded that the difeafes are

of the fame nature : for, by fimilar evidence, dy-

fentery and intermittents mould alfo be of the

fame nature, fince they too, under certain circum-

itances, are apt to terminate in each other f.

But the principal circumftance by which the

doctrine alluded to has acquired influence, is the

commonly received opinion, that fevers are pro-

duced by a number of exciting caufes of an oppo-

iite nature. If contagion, human effluvia, marfh

miafmata, expofure to cold, fatigue, intemperance,

and paflions of the mind, all feverally induce the

fame difeafe ; it mud follow, that the varieties in

the fymptoms cbferved, in particular inflances, de-

pend upon peculiarity of conftitution, and not

upon the nature of the difeafe.

Although, in the preceding pages, the author

of

* Cleghorn, loco citato, page 185.

f Vide Cleghorn'a Observations, p. 134.; and Dr. Mo&ly vn

Tropica) Difeafes, p.m.
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uf theie remarks has alleged, that ezpofure to

cold, paflions of the mind, intemperance, &c.

where they do excite fever, produce only fyno-

cha ; tlrat fpecific contagion, a peculiar ftate of

table putrefaction, and human effluvia, are

the Ible exciting caufes of typhus ; and thatmarfh

miafmata, and the vapour arifiog from ftagnant

water, under certain circumftances, are the only

exciting caufes of intermittents ; he is well aware

that feveral objections may be urged againft the

opinion. Some of thefe have been already no-

ticed, and, it is thought, repelled. One however

dill remains to be confidered ; viz. That during

the convalefcence fucceeding typhus, expofure to

cold, intemperance, paflions of the mind, &c. are

frequently obferved to occafion what is termed a

Relapfe, or a return of the difeafe, which had

difappeared. Any reafoning upon this fact mufl

be avoided in this work ; as h would lead to dif-

cuflions by far too extenfive. The circumflance

probably depends upon that law of the animal

oeconomy, by which recently deranged functions

are very readily again affected.

V% SECT,
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SECT. III. HE C TIC FEVE R.

HECTIC FEVER, being fymptomatic cf fume

previous difeafe, never invades fuddenly ; but at-

tacks the patient by flow, and in general infidi-

ous, approaches *. In this difeafe there are two

exacerbations every twenty-four hours ; in which

refpecl in coincides with remittent fever. The

firft of thefe exacerbations occurs about noon

;

and the fecond towards the evening. Each of

them is ufhercd in by a chilly fit; not always

diftindtly marked, as it appears often to be no-

thing more than an increafed fufceptibility of the

imprefilon of cold. A dry burning heat foon fuc-

ceeds ; attended with a florid red colour in the

cheeks. This colour however is confined within

a circumfcribed fpot. The pulfe is frequent in the

number of pulfations, and quick in the contrac-

tion of the artery; and at that time pretty full.

The tongue is clean, as it commonly is through

the

* For an accurate description of hecftic fever, fee Dr. Culkn's

Firft Lines, par. 858, et feq.; and Medical Trar.fuclions, vol. ii.

?.age 1.
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flic whole of the difeafe. Som thirft is

Felt. There is feldom anj

till towards the fatal termination of the complaint,

anv delirium. The urine is high coloured ; de-

pofites a red branny fediment; and is fometimes

red with a fatty film. The patient feels a

certain uneafmefs ; more remarkably obferved dur-

ing the evening exacerbation, as it induces i

lefsnefs and watching; but he is unable to afcer-

tain the circumftance from which his uneaGnefi

proceeds. By degrees the remifiion takes place
;

and he thinks himfelf free from every com-

plaint. He continues however to have a hot dry

ikin, a quick weak pulfe, a particular palenefs in

the face, a pearly whitenefs in the eyes, and con-

fiderable proftration of ftrength. The appetite for

food is often not much impaired. The mind, with

very few exceptions, is chearful; no apprehension

of danger being entertained. The belly, at the

beginning, is commonly bound. As the difeafe

advances, many of thefe f> mptoms are aggravated,

and fome additional ones occur. Thus the Oliver-

ings come on frequently during the hot lit. The

evening exacerbations terminate in profufe colli-

quative fweats. Great emaciation of the body takes

place ; fo that the hairs fall off, and the nails of the

fingers become adunque. The eyes are hollow ; the

belly is drawn inwards; and the ikin grows hard.

Diarrhoea,
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Diarrhoea, frequently alternating with the morn-

ing fweats, fuperyenes. The feet are affected with

cedematous fvvelling. The tongue and fauces ap-

pear inflamed, and at laft are covered with aph-

thae. Soon after which death, preceded often for

fome days by delirium, enfues.

The progrefs of hectic fever is fo flow, that the

death of the patient may be generally with cer-

tainty prognoflicated many weeks before it hap-

pen.

The feat of the difeafe is evidently the vafcular

fyftera.

Heclic fever, as already mentioned, is fympto-

matic of fome other diforder. The difeafes of

which it is a fymptom, to be noticed in this work,

are ; Firjl, Phthifis Pulmcnalis : Secondly, Tabes

Mefenterica ; and, Thirdly, Certain anomalous

cafes of tabes.

S i. PHTHISIS PULMONALIS.

EMACIATION and weaknefs of the body, at-

tended with cough, hectic fever, and moll gene-

rally the expectoration of purulent matter *, is the

beft

"ids Cullen Kcfblog. EfL.1785. p. 397
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belt definition of phthifis pulmonalis that can be

given.

As this (life ife ariles from exciting caufes of op-

pofite natures, and is attended in different cafes

by different fymptoms, authors have divided it in-

to fpecies. Some have founded their arrangement

on the fymptoms *
; others, on the remote cau-

ks |; and fome on the flages of the difeafe {.

The author of thefe remarks propofes, with much

diffidence, an arrangement derived from the dif-

eafed flate of the lungs. In doing this he offers

two reafons ; Firji, That he apprehends the fymp-

toms of the difeafe to be different, according to the

morbid affection of the lungs : and, Secondly, That

he believes fuch an arrangement to be fubfervient

to practical purpofes.

Phthifis pulmonalis may therefore, in his opi-

nion, be divided into three fpecies; viz. Phthiiis a

Tuberculis, Phthifis a Materia calculola, and

Phthifis a Vomica.

The following general obfervations are appli-

cable to all the fpecies of the difeafe.

Although

* Vide Macbride's Works, quarto edition, p. .-97.

f Vide Richardi Morton Opera, p. 109. and Dr White's Obferva-

tions on Phthiiis Pulmonalis, publiflied by Dr Hunter of York,

p. 94.

X Vide Cuil^n Nofolog. Edin. lit fupr.% p. 159 ; a^d Rufb'j

Medical inquiries, vol. ii. p. :rx.
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Although the progrefs of Phthifis Pulmonalis b«

commonly flow, its termination, in by far th«

greater number of cafes, is uniformly fatal ; and in-

deed it has been queftioned whether recovery frorrt

the difeafe ever took place. The fatal termina-

tion, however, is fometimes protracted for a confu

derable length of time.

It is remarkable that apprehenfion of danger h

feldom entertained by the patient himfelf ; for it

often happens, that he links under the difeafe with-

out being in the leaft fenfible of his approaching

difTUution. But, in thofe rare cafes, where the

living principle feems to be extinguished with great

difficulty, where aphthous ulcerations appear in

the fauces, and where, from confinement to bed

for a coniiderable length of time having become

indifpenflble, gangrene takes place in thofe parts

of the body which naffer the greater!: prefTure, .the

patient ieems fenfible of his hopelefs condition for

a fhort time before death.

It is a curious circumftance, that this difeafe isfuf-

pended by pregnancy, and is fometimes cured by

mania. It has been generally imagined that the life

of patient affected with phthiiis pulmonalis is pro-

traded by pregnancy ; but there isreafon to believe

the opinion to be erroneous. In order to judge of

this, the ordinary progrefs of the difeafe, where it

is uninterrupted, ought to be compared with that

where it is fufpended by pregnancy. If this be

2 done,
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done, it will be generally found, that, if two wo-

men be allected with phthilis at the fame time,

and one of them iliall become pregnant, [he other

fliall live coniiderably longer, although in her

the difcafe proceeds uninterruptedly through its

feveral ltages. This circumftance has occurred

repeatedly to the obfervation of the author of thefe

remarks; who has uniformly found, that women

labouring under phthilis, previous to pregnancy,

link within two or three weeks after delivery.

Experience has alio taught him, that the difeafe is

not always fufpended by pregnancy ; for he has

feen feveraf cafes where fuch women have died

during the fixth or feventh month of geftation,

iometimes undelivered, but mod frequently with

previous abortion *.

Phthilis generally attacks at fome period be-

tween the age of puberty and the thirty-fifth

year.

Vol. I. Q^ Phthisis

* The author fome years ago attended a patient whofe cafe was

very lingular. Incipient phthilis was fufpended by pregnancy, and

apparently cured by mania having fupervened to delivery. For

fome months after the mania had ceafed, the patient continued in

perfect health ; but fymptoms of phthilis then recurred, and at the

fame time Ihe became pregnant. The difcafe proceeded fo rapid-

ly, that premature labour took place about the lixth month of gef-

tation ; me was delivered of a ftillborn child ; and expired within

twenty four hours.
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Phthisis a Tuberculis. This is by far the

molt frequent fpecies of the difeafe. It occurs on-

ly in thofe of a fcrophulous habit, and in thofe

born of fcrophulous or of phthifical parents. It

is commonly preceded by the following fymptoms,

enumerated by Dr Ruih *; the principal of which

were firft noticed and accurately detailed by Mor-

ton f :
—" A flight fever, increafed by the lead ex-

ercife ; a burning anddrynefs in the palms of the

hands, more efpecially towards the evening ; rheu-

my eyes upon waking from fleep ; an increafe of

urine; a drynefs of the fkin, more efpecially of

the feet, in the morning; an occalional flufhing

in one and fometimes in both cheeks ; a hoarfe-

nefs ; a flight or acute pain in the breaft; a fixed

pain in the fide; a (hooting pain in both fides;

headach ; occafional fick and fainty fits; a de-

ficiency of appetite; and a general indifpofition to

exercife or motion of any kind." Sometimes, how-

ever, thefe fymptoms do not take place, or are not

obferved.

The firft fymptom of this fpecies of the difeafe

is cough, which at the beginning is generally flight,

and unaccompanied with expe&oration. After

the cough has continued for a confiderable length

of time, being fcmetimes more and fometimes lefs

violent,

* Ruth's Medical Enquiries, vol. ii. p. 107.

f Vide Richardi Morton Opera, p. 39.
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violent, and being aggravated by the mod appa

rentlv trilling caufes ; hoarfenefa of the voice, a

fenfe of weight and (iraitnefa in the cheft, felt

more efpecially after motion ; inability to lie on

one or both fides, and Qight difficulty ofbreath-

ing fupervene. The pulie from the firtt is fre-

quent, and for a coniiderable time full and hard.

The breathing is much quicker than that of a per-

fon in health. It is performed with great motion

of the cheft, and is frequently accompanied with a

noife fimilar to that of Qghing. The cough gra-

dually becomes more violent ; it attacks by fits,

which are particularly didrefling towards the

evening and during the night; and the expectora-

tion of mucus, and afterwards of pus, takes place.

Thefe fymptoms are attended with occafional fly-

ing flitches in the bread and fides, great laflitude,

emaciation of the body, and inequality of temper.

The appetite for food is diminifhed, and vomiting

frequently occurs after eating. Blood is general-

ly fpit up, fometimes in fmall and fometimes in

large quantities ; often before any appearance of

matter can be perceived, and not unfrequently a-

long with pus. The expectoration, therefore, at

this period of the diieuie, is various in its ap-

pearance; fometimes refembling mere mucus; at

other times, pus, blood, or a mixture of both
;

lb that it is of very various colour and confidence ;

being at times white, grey, brown, yellow, red,

Q^2 and
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and green, and fometimes (freaked with all thefe

colours ; and being at one time thick, at another

time thin, and in fome cafes being tough, and imi-

tating the figure of the branches of the bronchia.

It is often difficult, at the beginning, to afcertain

whether the matter expectorated be mucus or pus.

Many experiments have been made, with the view

of eftablifhing a criterion between the two. This

however, ftill remains a defideratum, probably for

the reafon mentioned by Dr. Stark, viz. that the

fpitting of confumptive perfons combines the eHen-

na! properties of mucus and of pus*.

To the fymptoms above enumerated, hectic fe-

ver is added. The progrefs of the difeafe, after

this period, is, comparatively fpeaking, rapid, as it

generally terminates fatally within a few months

from that time.

Authors have divided the fymptoms of thisfpe-

cies of phthifis into two flages ; the fnft of which

they flyle Inflammatory, comprehending all the

fymptoms previous to the occurrence of heclic fe-

ver ; and the fecond they term Putrid or Suppu-

rative.

The appearances on diffe&ion exhibit roundifti,

white, firm bodies, of different lizes, from rise

fmalleft granule to about half an inch in diameter,

but moft ordinarily of the iize of a garden p^v.

' Vide The Works of the late Dr. Stark, p. 23.



HECTIC FEVER. 125

named Tubercles, fituated in the cellular ftruclure

which connects the air cells of the lungs together.

The fmall tubercles are frequently accumulated in

cluflers. When cut into, they appear to confift of

a folid white fubftance, almoft as firm as cartilage,

having the cut lurface,fmooth,fhining, and uniform,

and being covered with a thin capfule. The larg-

er tubercles confift alfo of a curdly kind of pus

;

and the fame matter is obferved in cutting into the

clufters of the fmaller tubercles; but its origin

cannot be afcertained. The cavity of the large

tubercles always communicates with branches of

the trachea. Neither cells, veficles, nor vefTels have

been difcovered in tubercles. The branches of the

trachea communicate alfo with cavities of a larger

fize (the largeft however not exceeding four in-

ches in extent), called Vomica. Thefe cavities

contain pus of various appearances and confidence

in different cafes. With this they are not filled,

as they have the furface only befmeared with it.

They are lined with a fine delicate membrane, fi-

milar to the capfule of the tubercles. They com-

municate with branches of the trachea by round

iVnooth openings, and with one another by ragged

and unequal ones. They are generally fituated

towards the back part of either lobe, and are com-

monly concealed. Many circumftances concur to

fhew that the vomicae are modifications of the tu-

The lungs contiguous to the tubercles

and



126 HECTIC FEVER.

and vomicae are fometimes in a natural Hate
;

more often indurated. The pulmonary arteries

and veins, as they approach the larger vomicae, are

fuddenly contracted and obftructed, fo that they

have little or no communication with thofe cavi-

ties. This contraction does not take place in the

vicinity of vomicae under an inch in diameter. In

fome cafes, thefe morbid changes are very exten-

five; and in other cafes, they are limited to parti-

cular parts of the lungs only. In the latter in-

ftance, the fuperior and pofterior parts of thofe or-

gans are alone difeafed; and in the former, the

fame parts are principally affected. The lungs of

the left fide are more commonly difeafed than thofe

of the right *.

Phthisis a Materia Calculosa. This fpecies

is characterifed by a fhort cough, unattended with

expectoration ; fhort, frequent, and difficult breath-

ing, which is neither relieved nor aggravated by

pofture ; pain in the thorax ; and fometimes excef-

five difcharge of blood from the lungs. It is pe-

culiar to perfons above thirty years of age ; while

the phthifis a tuberculis occurs moft frequently be-

fore that period. The progrefs of this fpecies is

not

* The above defcription of the appearances on difTeclion is bor-

rowed from Stark's Works, p. 2 6, et ftq.j and Bailie's Morbid A-

natomy, p. 46.
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not to rapid as that of the former. The patient

generally dies during a fit of breathlefsneTs.

The appearances on dilleclion exhibit earthy con-

cretions, formed throughout the fubftunce of the

lungs ; and leated either in the extreme branches

of the bronchia, or in the cells connected there-

with.

Phthisis a Vomica. This fpecies is generally

preceded by pneumonia, or fome accidental inju-

ry of the lungs. The expectoration, from the be-

ginning, is purulent, and in confiderable quantity;

and the cough is trifling. The breathing is com-

monly frequent and ihort ; and inability to lie on

one or other fide is experienced. The progrefs of

the difeafe is commonly very rapid.

Appearances on dhTection mow extenfive ab-

fcefTes in the lungs, independent of tubercles.

Thefe abfcefTes, called Vomicae, (as well as thofe

connected with tubercles) are feated fometimes

within the fubitance of the lungs, and fometimes

on the external furface ; in which cafe an adhe-

fion is generally found between the affected part

and the pleura. The death of the patient, in

this fpecies, is commonly very fudden ; and is im-

mediately occafioned by the buriling of the ab-

fcefs.

CASES
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CASES of Phthisis Pulmonalis.

Phthisis a Tuberculis.

Case I. (xxn. 15.)

A strumpet, aged about twenty years, had

been affected for many years with a flow fever,

a cough, an ill conditioned expectoration, and

emaciation of the whole body. She complained

of pain in the left fide of the thorax ; and when

fhe lay on that fide was troubled with difficul-

ty of breathing. To theie fymptoms a copious

fpitting of blood fupervened. This was checked :

but two days after, while a violent fouth wind pre^

vailed, in which ftate of the air thofe who are af-

fected with a diforder of that kind generally die,

fhe expired.

Appearancts on Dijfettion.

Thorax. The right lobe of the' lungs adhered

very flightly to the ribs. In the fubflance of both

lobes a number of hard tubercles, of a whitifh co-

lour, and refembling glandular bodies, were ob-

ferved. The fuperior part of both lobes was alfa

affected with other diforders. For in the right

lobe, towards the fternum, a large hollow ulcer,

containing purulent matter, was feen ; and the

left, towards the fide, contained a hard fubflance,

3 equal
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• to a large pear, refembling in fomc

ttieafure the fubft tnce of the pancreai when indu-

t. In the middle of this body these was a

1 uleer full of pus. In the pericardium there

rum. In the left ventricle of the heart

a final] polypoui concretion was found; and the

right contained a polypus of a moderate fize f the

greater part of which was inferred into the neigh-

bouring auricle.

Case II. (xxii. 14.)

A musician, middle aged, who had three years

before been affedled with fpitting of blood, had af-

terwards been troubled with cough, attended with

the expectoration of the matter dyled defluxion.

After many months had eiapfed, the fpitting of

blood returned ; and afterwards it again took place,

and left behind it the expectoration of a great

quantity of thick matter of a very bad appearance.

He could lie eafily on either fide ; and had no pain

in the thorax. His cough however was trouble-

forne during the night, and efpecially after fup-

per. His breathing was difficult, particularly af-

ter motion, even of the flighted kind. Along

with thefe fymptoms, he had great third and op-

preflion at the flomach after taking food. For

fome weeks before his death he had frequent noc-

turnal fweats. Although it had been ufual for

Vol. 1. R his



*3° HECTIC FEVER.

his feet to be fometimes fwelled, and afterwards

to fubfide entirely ; yet during the latter days of

his exiftence they no longer fubfided. Diarrhoea,

by which much ferous matter was difcharged,

having fupervened, he died as he was beginning

to drefs himfelf in order to rife.

Appearances on Difflclion,

Thorax. The lungs were filled with many

tubercles. The fuperior lobule of the left lobe,

at the upper part towards the iternum, was exter-

nally very much indurated; and contained inter-

nally a pretty large ulcer, in which fanious mat-

ter like a poultice was found. In the right cavi-

ty of the thorax almoil half a pound of ferous fluid

was feen ; and in the pericardium there was the

fame quantity. The ferum in that latter part

having been expofed to the fire, completely dif-

appeared, leaving only a pellicle at the bottom

of the vefiel.

Case III. (xxn. 18.)

An unmarried woman became affected with a

fever, faid to be in confequence of a fright. The

fever was attended with a pain in her breaft. The

parotides, and almoft all the glands of the neck,

were fwelled. She died.

Appearances on Dljfeflion.

Asdomen. The abdomen contained a fmall

quantity
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quantity of limpid watery fluid. The omentum

was connected with the mefentery and peritone-

um by a kind of final! ligaments. The furfaces

of the peritoneum, the omentum, the mefentery,

the intcftines, the uterus, the gall-bladder, and

the urinary bladder, were unequal ; in confe-

quence of protuberating bodies which lay here

and there at a diflance from each other, and were

of various fliapes and fizes. In the upper part of

the omentum they were exceedingly fmall; in

the inferior part they were very large and nume-

rous, and lay quite contiguous to each other.

Thorax. In the left lobe of the lungs, not

only was there an ulcer containing fanious ichor,

but alfo lubilances, fimilar to thofe which were

found in the mefentery and in the other parts of

the belly, appeared. Some of thefe bodies con-

tained pus ; fome a matter almoft like a poultice

in its confidence ; while fome were fo folid, that

they refembled natural conglobate glands.

Case IV. (xxn. 24.)

A physician, middle aged, who had long had

a cache&ic appearance in his face, and had for

fome time been affected with difficulty of breath-

ing and hoarfenefs of voice, at length began to fpit

up a varioufly coloured matter. Along with this

matter he one day coughed up a fmall curved

R 2 bone,
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bone, (but not very minute) which was fmootb

on the concave part, and rough on the convex.

After this he was pretty frequently affected with

a fenfe of fufibcatiorj. At length one night, after

having faid, before he went to bed, that he felt

himfelf better, he was found dead. His death

took place without being perceived by a perfon

who lay by him for the purpofe of taking care of

him.

Appearances on Diffetlicn.

Thorax. In the lungs, botli externally and

internally, a number of veficles, filled with white

pus, of various iizes, the largefl not exceeding

that oi a grape, was obferved. The pericardium

contained a coniiderable quantity of turbid fluid.

In the heart one very fmall polypous concretion

was found. The other parts within the thorax

could not be examined leifurely, as the body was

opened without permhTion from the relations.

Case V. (xxvi. 29.)

A woman, who had been for a long time thought

to be confumptive, was found to have died fud-

denly.

^Appearances on Dijfeclion.

Thorax. In the left cavity of the thorax the

correfponding lube of the lungs contained three

or four tubercles full of pus. In the right cavity

the
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the lungs were found ; but coagulated blood, to

the quantity or" four pouud Found extrava-

fitted. This blood had been effufed from the

trunk of the vena av.ygos. That veiled, although

it had collapfed in confequence of the effufion,

iiill fo large, that it might be compared to the

vena cava. The dilated porrion was about the

length of a (pan, and in its middle, an open fora-

men of the form of an elipfis was perceived.

Through this foramen the extiavafated blood had

palled.

Phthisis a Materia Calculosa.

Case I. (xv. 25.

A WOMAM affected with a very flight fcabies,

and confiderable wailing of flefli, was troubled

with a fhort cough, which was never attended with

a difcharge of thick expectoration, but always with

a difficulty of breathing. This iaiter complaint

was neither increafed nor diminilhed by pofture,

as it continued the fame whether fhe lay on her

back or on either fide. When her neck was rail-

ed, indeed, fhe breathed a little more eafily ; but

then Hie felt the fenfation of a weight extending

from the fauces into the cavity of the thorax, and

rendering the fauces narrow. With thefe fymp-

toms fhe died.

Appearances
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Appearances on Diffetlion.

Thorax. The lungs were as it were tartariza-

ted ; for wherever they were cut into, the knife

made the fame rafping kind of noife as if one had

cut into fandyxoncretions.

Case II. (lxviii. 12.)

A young gentleman, aged fifteen years, of a

good complexion, who had been healthy from his

infancy, having been very feverely chided, and, as

he was naturally thoughtful, having been much af-

fected thereby, continued for the fucceeding three

days almoft in a ftate of ftupor. On the third

month after this, he begun to obferve fmall glands

on his neck, which at firft increafed in fize gra-

dually ; but, in a fhort time- the increafe of the

difeafe became fo rapid, that befides the fwelling of

the falivary and axillary glands, prominent bodies

of the fize of a pigeon's egg, refembling ftrumous

glands, wrere felt on the back, the breaft, and more

efpecially about the clavicles. Tumours of the

fame kind were foon after felt on the integuments,

and alfo within the cavity of the abdomen. All

thefe tumours were indolent, except one lying on

the pectoral mufcle, which was three inches in

length, livid in its colour, and fomewhat painful

to the touch. Thofe within the belly, too, parti-

cularly on the left fide, where there was a great

degree
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degree of ten (ion, along with refiftance when pi

were painful. Not long after the beginning

of the difeafe, an acute pain it fometimes id

the right knee and leg, and fometimes in the left.

From that period he was always unwell, being

affected with fymptomatic and irregular feverifli

attacks, with watchings, and with progrefTive ema-

ciation. He was neverthelefs lively and cheerful

to the very laft. His appetite for food never dimi-

niihed, but on the contrary was very keen, efpe-

cially in the latter days of his life. Although he felt

a certain uneafinefs about his throat, proceeding

from mucus, which was readily hawked up by a

flight cough, he never had any difficulty of breath-

ing; which, confidering the appearances after

death, is very furp riling. Many external and in-

ternal remedies were employed from the very be-

ginning, and more efpecially during the progrefs

of the difeafe, when the moll: active medicines

were prescribed by the molt experienced practi-

tioners. But, notwithstanding every means, the

bulk of the tumours increafed, and the difeafe was

fo rapid in its courfe, that, although it had only

commenced in December, the death of the patient

took place towards the end of May.

Appearances on Dijfection.

Externally. The integuments of the neck,

brealt, and abdomen, being cut into, the external

tumours were found to be feated in the adipofe

membrane,
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membrane, which in thofc places was clofely con-

nected by the under-lying mufcles. All thefe tu-

mours were filled with a whkifh matter, partly of

a fluid, but chiefly of a folic! and febaceous confid-

ence. Some of the moll prominent, as thofe ad-

hering to the pectoral mufcles, which formed with

the axillary glands one continued body, difcharged

when cut into a yellowifh and fanious fluid.

Abdomen. The w7hole omentum appeared to

be befet here and there with fmall hard bodies,

filled with the whitifh matter above mentioned.

The liver, the fpleen, and the kidneys were them-

feives in a natural ftate ; but the following ap-

pearances about each of thefe organs were obferv-

ed : The peritoneum w; as flrongly connected to

the right fide of the liver. It, then, after having

in feveral places formed as it were one and the fame

fubftance with the contiguous mufcles, projected

outwards in the form of a body of the fiz.e of a

hen's egg, filled with the matter already mention-

ed. This body was connected with the urinary

bladder. Near the fpleen, the left part of the me-

focolon formed a fuelling, which confided of a

congeries of tumours refembling pigeons eggs.

Thefe tumours were filled with the fame matter

obferved in the others. The pancreas was full of

the fame tumours, and limilar fwellings were feen

fcattered up and down through the mefentery.

Tfce adipofe membrane of the kidneys was mon-

i ftroufly
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flroufly thickened, being 6n the p;irt placed to-

wards the vertebrae two inches, and on the oppo-

fite part five inches thick. It was every where

diftended with the matter' fo often mentioned.

The left kidney, together with a hard line which

ihterfe&ed the matter, weighed thirty-fix ounces.

The intellines were by no means free from difeafe :

Forfmall bodies of the fame nature with thofe alrea-

dy feen, were obferved on the adipofe appendages of

the colon, and on the ligamentous bands which pafs

through that inteftine. The glands of Peyerus, In

the fmall interlines, in fome places, were of the fi-

gure and iize of a lupin. One of thefe glands,

much larger than the reft, was inflamed, and con-

tained putrid fluid.

Thorax. The mediaftinum was in the middle

thickly befet with the bodies above mentioned,

and one of thefe of the lize of a fmall hen's tgg y

not only lay contiguous to, but alfo comprefTed

the trunk of the afpera arteria. The lungs were

internally found, but on their external furface,

a number of hard and ftony globules of the fize

of barley-corns, were implanted. The fame fur-

face was on the back part, hollowed out on both

fides, but particularly on the left, in conlequence

of tumors of a large fize which had formed on the

adjoining pleura. Some of thefe tumors were ii-

tuated near the dorfal vertebrae ; and others were

fo difpofed that one lay on each rib regularly

Vol. I. S from
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from the lower part to the upper. The hear?

was in a natural ftate, except that the external

furface of the right auricle was completely gra-

nulated, as it w7ere from little bodies of the fame

kind.

Case III. (xlviii. 38.)

An old woman had her right leg bitten by a

dog. This was fucceeded by great thirft, intefti-

nal flux, and flight fever. After feveral days the

thirft abated ; but the other fymptoms continued.

She was then affected with vomiting, by which

fome worms of the lumbricus kind were thrown

up. The vomiting finally ceafing, fhe became

more and more exhaufted, and expired. In this

patient, the pulfe had never been ftrong, but had

fometimes been liable to intermifiions. The wo-

man had alio been fubject to cough, which how-

ever was flight.

Appearances on Dijfeclion*

Abdomen. The ftomach appeared fomewhat

diftended with air; and being naturally large, it

extended fo low that the portion of the colon

which lies next it, was iituated below the navel.

The whole of that interline, except its beginning,

which together with the caecum was turgid with

air, was fo much contracted that it refembled one

of the fmall inteftines. The duodenum, on the

3 contrary,
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contrary, was much larger than ufual, and palled

downwards on the right fide over a very long

trad of vertebrae. The other fmall inteftinea

were of a dirty and' colour. The mefenteric

glands of a moderate (ize, were diltinctly perceiv

ed under a fmall quantity of tat. The liver was

large. Two furrows, as if made by a deep im-

prelllon of the fingers were perceived on the fu-

perior part of its convex furface, from whence

they defcended in a parallel direction for a confi-

derable length on the fore part. The fpleen was

thicker than ufual; it was fomewhat rough on

the gibbous furface, in confequence of certain

granules as it were ; internally it was of a pale

colour. The uterus lay towards the left fide.

Its whole internal furface wras rough, but was not

ulcerated ; although that of the fundus, but not

that of the cervix, was covered with blapk blood.

The parieties of the os tincae were fomewhat thick-

ened.

Thorax. The lungs were diftended with air.

Many of the bronchial glands about and within

them were enlarged, and contained a tartareous

matter. Both ventricles of the heart were filled

with polypous concretions of a yellow white co-

lour, placed amidft fome black blood. Some of

thefe concretions were thick, and not eaiily torn.

The valvulae mitrales at the lower part, and espe-

cially at that part next the aorta, were compofjd

S 2 of
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of a compact fubftance, which was internally of a

white colour. None of the valves of that artery

were perfectly free from incipient oilifications.

One in particular on the furface, which was turn-

ed towards the fide of the artery was completely

bony, rough, and unequal, in confequence of

particles really ofieous, in fome parts lying upon

each other, that projected like grains of fand. On
the other furface, this valve degenerated into a

flefhy excrefcence of a larger fize than itfelf.

Head. Air bubbles were obferved in the vef-

fels of the pia mater. A fmall quantity of fluid

was found under the fame membrane and within

the ventricles. The choroid plexufes were not

pale.

Phthisis a Vomica.

Case I. (xxn. 16.)

An unmarried woman, aged twenty-four years,

after having been affected with fpitting of blood,

was troubled with a cough. She expeclorate'd a

catarrhous matter, which at laft refembled fanies.

She was feverifh, and complained of pain in the tho-

rax, efpecially in the left fide, on which fhe could

not lie. Her whole body was emaciated, except

her feet which were both confiderably fwelled.

The



HECTIC FEVER. 141

The right foot was a fleeted with eryfipclas for

fonie days before death.

Appearances on 'DiJJl'Hion.

Thorax. The left cavity of the thorax was

filled with a ferous fluid, together with fni.ill por-

tions of coagulated blood, adhering in different

places to the pleura, and to the lower edge of

the lungs. The pleura was as red as if it were

inflamed, and the contained portion of the lungs

had become indurated as inflamed lungs general-

ly are. The right cavity of the thorax contained

little lerum, and in it the pleura was found ; but

the lobe at that part next the clavicle was fome-

what hard, and concealed an ulcer in the middle

of the hardened portion. Scarcely any veftige of

fluid could be traced in the pericardium. The

ventricles of the heart were completely filled with

coagulated blood.

CAUSES of Phthisis Pulmonalis.

Predisponent Cause. Perfons of a fanguine,

or of a fanguineo-melancholic temperament, as it is

called, who have a very fine Ikin, with the veins

mining through it, a rofy complexion, fofr flefh,

thick upper lip, a long neck, narrow cheft, pro-

minent fhoulders, and are altogether of a delicate

make, and of much feniibility and irritability

;

thofe
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thofe the growth of whofe body had been at the

age of puberty remarkably rapid ; thofe who dur-

ing the early periods of their life had been affect-

ed with fcrophula; and thofe born of fcrophulous

and of phthifical parents, are chiefly predifpofed

to the firft and third fpecies of phthifis.

It appears, therefore, that a particular conftruc-

tion of the body, or of the fyftem, is the predifpo-

nent caufe of the difeafe in thofe fpecies. The

flate of the fyftem on which the fecond fpecies

depends, is exceedingly obfcure. It is probably

fomewhat analogous to that from whence preter-

natural oflification proceeds.

Exciting Causes. Heemoptyfis, Catarrh, Aftru

ma, Pneumonia ; Wounds and Injuries from ex-

ternal violence affecting the Lungs ; the Intro-

duction of Extraneous Matters into thofe Organs;

Tubercles of the Lungs ; Contagion ; Excefs of

Oxygen in the Blood ; General Debility; the Re-

pulfion of Cutaneous Eruptions; and the Metafta-

fis of the matter of Syphilis and Scurvy, have been

regarded as the exciting caufes of the firft and rtiird

fpecies of phthifis pulmonalis.

Hcemoptyjis, Catarrh, Aflhma, and Pneumonia,

are only productive cf phthifis pulmonalis where

there is a predifpofition to that difeafe. The fame

obfervations apply to wounds and external injuries

communicated to the lungs : for Dr. Ruih men-

tions.
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tions, that out of twenty-four Britifh foldiero ad-

mitted into the hofpitals, during the campaign of

1776, with wounds in their lungs, twenty-three

recovered *.

The Introduction of Extraneous Matters into the

Lungs. This happens in coniequence of certain

occupations in life; as, the grinding of corn, flax-

d refling, &-c. But it is not probable that under

fuch circumftances phthilis pulmonalis is produ-

ced, unlefs there be a ftrong predifpofition to the

difeafe. Thus, millers are fubjecl to a dry cough,

which often continues for many years without ter-

minating in phthilis.

Tubercles in the Lungs. The nature of thefe

tubercles has been varioufly defcribed by different

authors. By fome they have been regarded as

enlarged glands f ; and by others, as effuiions of

mucus
J.

From the obfervations of Dr. Stark and

of Dr. Baillie §, it appears, that tubercles are feat-

ed in the cellular flruclure which connects the air

cells of the lungs together ; and consequently, it

is inferred by Dr. Baillie, they cannot be glandu-

lar, as there are no glands in that membrane.

Their circumfcribed form, and their iiru&ure,

feem

* Vide Dr. Rufh's Medical Enquires, vol. ii. p. 97.

f Vide Dr. Cullen's Firft Lines, par. 876 ; and Dr. M'Bride's

Works, quarto edition, p. 397.

X Vide Dr. Rufh's Enquiries, vol. ii. p. 99.

§ See Baillie's Morbid Anatomy, p. 46.
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feem to overturn the opinion of their being effufions

of mucus. It has been imagined that tubercles are

inorganifed bodies; but the following circumftances

contradict this. Firft, The progreffive increafe in

their fize, which is clearly marked ; Secondly, The

converfion of their contents into pus; and Thirdly,

Their being covered with a thin capfule. Their

precife nature ftill therefore remains to be deter-

mined. The fuppofition of their being indurated

glands was certainly the moil natural one ; feeing

that they are generally accompanied with glandu-

lar fwellings in other parts of the body, and that

they occur only in perfons born of fcrophulous

and phthifical parents.

Contagion. It is ftill difputed among practi-

tioners whether phthifis pulmonalis be ever com-

municated by contagion. That it is not a fre-

quent caufe of the difeafe, is evinced by daily ex-

perience : but it might be rafli to alfert that it

can never produce it, efpecially as there are fome

flaking fads adduced to prove that it fometimes

acts as an exciting caufe* Thus Dr. Rum relates,

that " the late Dr. Beardfley of Connecticut in-

formed him, that he had known feveral black

Haves affected by a confumption, which had pre-

viouily fwept away feveral of the white members

of the family to which they belonged *."

Exceff

* See Dr. Rufh's Medical Enquiries, vol. ii. p. 101.
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Excefs of Oxygen in tbe Blood. Dr. Beddoes *

has endeavoured to (hew, chat in certain cafei

of phthifis the blood is hyper-oxygenated. This

over proportion of oxygen in the blood, how-

ever, b proved, muft neceiiarily proceed from

fomc deranged ilruchire of the lungs, or of the

fyitem. In that cafe it fliould be regarded as the ef-

fect of the exciting caufe, and not as the exciting

caufe itfelf: a diftincYion neceftary not only for

accuracy of ideas, but alfo probably for practical

purpoies f«

General Debility. Dr. Rum has alleged, that

general debility of the whole fyitem is the ex-

citing caufe of the firft fpecies of phthifis pul-

monalis ; and that fome of the circumitances ge-

nerally enumerated as fuch, as haemoptyfis, tu-

bercles, &c. are the effects, and not tiie caufes, of

the difeafe ; while others, as violent paffions of the

mind, excefiive evacuations, cold and damp air,

&c. a£t only by producing debility. " Should it

be allied," he obferves, M Why does general debi-

Vol. I. T lity

* Obfervations on the Nature and Cure of Calculus, Sea Scur-

vy, Catarrh, Fever, &c. by Thomas Beddoes, M. D. page ij6,

et feq.

f Dr. Beddoes has propofed two theories refpecting the caufe

of confumption. By the one of which, he coniiders the difeafed

ftate of the lungs to be the effect of the increafed quantity of oxy-

gen combined with the blood ; and it is that theory which is con^

Idered lure. The fecond theory u noticed in 'another place.
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lity terminate by a diforder in the lungs rather

than any other part of the body ? I a.ifwer,

That it feems to be a law of the fyftem, that ge-

neral debility fhould always produce as a fymp-

tom fome local difeafe *." He farther obferves,

" It would feeni as if the debility in the cafes of

confumptron is feated chiefly in the blood-veffels

;

while that debility which terminates in difeafes

of the ftomach and bowels is confined chiefly to

the nerves ; and that the local affections of the

brain arife from a debility invading alike the ner-

vous and arterial fyflems." It is not eafy to com-

prehend, notwithftanding the obfervations of the

ingenious author of this opinion, how debility

fhould produce an affection of the lungs without

the intervention of fome exciting caufe. The

fymptoms of general debility which he enume-

rates, as preceding phthifis puimonalis, viz. " quick

pulfe, efpecially towards evening, heat and burn-

ing in the palms of the hands, faintnefs, headach,

licknefs at ftomach, and occafional diarrhoea,"

certainly do fometimes take place before any

complaint in the breaft ; but in by far the great-

er!: number of cafes, occur only after the affection

cf the lungs has commenced.

It is well known that phthifis fometimes follows

the repulfion of cutaneous eruptions, as fmall pox,

mealies

* Vide Rufh
;
loco citato, page 105.
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imea'Vs, &c. aiul it has been .."
I that it

follows in fome cafes (yph I fcunry. This

has been accounted for in different ways. Thus

DrCullen luppofes that thofe difedfes produce aa

acrimonious date of the fluids, which oc cations tu-

bercles; and MonC Portal, 11 as Dr Ryan,

they produce a local inflammatory af-

ion of the lungs, which terminates in ulcera-

tions without tubercles. m

There is no inconfiftency in fuppoflng that thofe

ifcs, in different cafes produce both effects

:

for there is no doubt that tubercles in an incipient

(late fometimes exift for a conilderable length of

time, without being accompanied with any mor-

bid fymptom. In fuch cafes, any circumftance

which can excite inflammation of the lungs mud
produce fuch a change in the ftate of the tuber-

cles as fhall render them exciting caufes of phthi-

fis. In other cafes, the effect of thefe difeafes may
be fimply inflammation of the lungs, which ter-

minates in fuppuration.

The caufe which induces the fecond fpecies of

phtbifis pulmonalis feems to be a certain difpefi-

tion in the blood-vefTeis of the lungs, to form or

to depofite calcareous matter; but the nature of

this difpolition is too much involved in obfeurity

to be inveftigated here.

On the whole, there appears to be three claffes

gf exciung caufes of phtbifis pulmonalis, corre-

T 2 fponding
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fponding to the three fpecies of the difeafe. The

firft comprehends all thofe circumftances which

tend to the production, or perhaps, to fpeak more

accurately, to the inflammation of tubercles ; the

fecond confifts of a difpofition in the blood-veffels

of the lungs to form or depofite calcareous matter;

and the third includes every circumflance which

prevents the healing of ulcers formed accidentally

in the lungs.
1

Proximate Cause. It has been generally ima-

gined that the proximate caufe of phthifis pulmo-

nalis is ulceration of the lungs; and this fuppoii-

tioii has been thought to be founded upon the ap-

pearances on difTeclion *. It has however been al-

ready fiated, that, in feme cafes of the difeafe,

there are no ulcerations in the lungs ; as, for ex-

ample, where there is a depofition of calcareous

earth.

Another opinion has been advanced on this fub-

jecl, by Dr. Beddoes; viz. that the rlruclure of the

lungs is fo altered as to tranfmk a more than ordi-

nary portion of oxygen to the blood
f.

In fup-

port of this hypothefis, Dr. Beddues has endea-

voured to mow (as has been already mentioned),

that

* Vide, Home's Princip. p. 147—Cullen's Fiifl Lines, par. S62.

-f BedcJo<
.

".. Obfervations on the Nature and Cure of Calculus,

Sea Scurvy, Consumption, &c. p. 155.
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that the blood inphthifical patients i , hvper-oxy-

genated; and lias adduced feTeral cafes, to prove

that the mc c< nducive to the cure of con-

fumption are thole by which the fupply of oxy-

gen to the fyftcm is much diminifhed. His opi-

nion originated from an obfervation, that nature in

particular cafes fufpends the progrefs of phthiiis

pulmonalis, by the very means, which are calcu-

lated, lie thinks, to diminifh the fupply of oxygen,

viz. in cafes of pregnancy. As the fcetus, he re-

marks, receives from the mother that proportion

of oxygen which is neceffary to its exifience,

while at the lame time there is no apparent pro-

vision for an extraordinary fupply of it to the mo-

ther ; it fellows, that, during pregnancy, the fyf-

tem of the woman mult receive a left quantity of

oxygen than ufual.

Although this ingenious hypoihefis be exceed-

ingly piaufible, it is by no means fatisfactory.

That pregnancy does not always fufpend phthifis

pulmonalis mult be allowed by every practitioner;

and that it generally accelerates inftead of retard-

ing the progrefs of the difeafe, has been already ai-

ledged by the author of thefe remarks. Belides,

the fuppolition of a larger quantity of oxygen than

ufual being tranfmitted into the blood, by lungs fo

much difeafed as to be incapable in general of ad-

mitting above one fourth of the ordinary quanti-

ty of air, is inconnftent with the common opinion

refpecting
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refpecting the functions of the lungs, the opinion

which Dr. Beddoes himfelf adopts. For if the

lungs, in a healthy ftate, be defigned to combine

with the blood the oxygen contained in the at-

mofpheric air received into thofe organs, it is fure-

ly unphilofophical to imagine that a difeafed ftate,

which prevents not only the admiffion of the ufual

quantity of atmofpheric air into the lungs, but al-

fo the free tranfmiiiion of the blood through them,

fhould render them capable of combining an in-

creafed quantity of oxygen.

An hypothecs of a different nature, founded too

upon chemical principles has been fuggefted by

Dr. Reid, viz. That the difeafed Itate of the lungs

prevents the expuifion, during refpiration, of the

phiogifton and lymph generally thrown ofFby that

operation *. Changing the terms employed by

Dr. Reid for thofe now ufed, his hypothecs feems

to be, That the difeafed flate of the lungs pre-

vents the admiffion of oxygen ; which is directly

oppofite to Dr. Beddoes' opinion. An objection,

however, immediately occurs againft this opi-

nion, which is, That, wTere it juft, phthifical per-

fons mould be always cold, in the fame manner as

the blue boy, mentioned by Dr. Sandyford, the

right ventricle of whofe heart opened into the aor-

ta,

• Vide, An EfTay on the Nature and Cure of Phthifis Pulmona-

aaiis, by T. Reid, M. D. firft edit. p. 58. etfeq.
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ta, fo that a fmall quantity of blood only patted

through the lungs ; whereas, fuch patients are, on

the contrary, always afie&ed with much h

What then is to be regarded as the proximate

eaufe of phthilis pulmonalis ? Since the deranged

ftructure of the lungs produced by the exciting

caufes of the difeafe neither prevents the admiflion

of oxygen, nor promotes an increafed fupply of ir,

at lead in fo far as has been hitherto proved; may

it not be probable that it acts by fubtracting the

nutritious part of the blood ?

REMARKS on the Cases of Phthisis Pulmou

NALIS.

Cafes of Phthifis a Tuberculis. In the firft cafe,

the refemblance between the tubercles and glan-

dular bodies is clearly marked by Morgagni.

The third cafe affords an example of the com-

plication of phthifis and tabes mefenterica. The

fimiiarity noticed between the tubercles in the

lungs, and the protuberating bodies on the furface

of the peritoneum, omentum, inteltines, &c. and

the fimilitude of thofe bodies to glands, are ftrong'

circumllances in favour of the opinion that tuber-

cles are of a glandular natu;e.

The fourth cafe is remarkable from the offifica-

1 tion
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tion which had been coughed up from the lungs.

It is unfortunate that the hurried manner in which

the body was examined prevented the feat of the

bone from being discovered, and alio rendered it

uncertain whether there were in the habit a dif-

pofition to form oflific matter.

In the fifth cafe, the death of the patient feems

to have been occafioned by the fudden rupture of

the vena azygos, which was quite an accidental

circumitance.

Cafes of Phthifis a Materia Calcuhfa. The

firft cafe was fo well marked, that, before the

death of the patient took place, Malpighius fore-

told the appearances in his lungs.

In the fecond cafe, there were evident fcrophu-

lous tumours throughout the whole body; yet no

tubercles appeared on the lungs, but on the con-

trary hard flony concretions. This mews that,

although tubercles do not exift without fcrophula,

they are not the neceffary confequences of that

morbid (late. The ofiifications that appeared

within the heart, in the third cafe, fliew a coinci-

dence between the difpofition in the veiTels to form

bone, and to depofite calculous concretions.

§*•
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§2. TABES MESENTERIC^.

1 HIS difeafe begins with irregularity in the

(late of the bowels, Iometimes obftinate coilive-

neis taking place, and at other times, looie, (limy,

unnatural (lools being difcharged. The appetite

for food is very irregular ; for iometimes there is

a loathing at all kinds of food, and at other times

a voracious hunger. The belly is generally fwell-

ed and hard ; and where the difeafe occurs in chil-

dren, it is always fo. In fuch cafes, too, hard

knotty bodies often can be felt through the tegu-

ments of the abdomen. The whole body is by

degrees emaciated. The fkin is generally dry

and hot. The mouth is parched, and conftant

third attends. The uneafinefs is generally ag-

gravated after taking food. HecYic fever, at fir ft

very irregular, and by degrees distinctly marked,

at laft fupervenes. A remarkable appearance in

the urine has been noticed, viz. that it is thick,

and fometimes chylous #
.

Tabes mefenterica moll: frequently attacks chil-

dren ; but as the fucceeding cafe (hows, it alfo oc-

Vol. I. U curs

* Vide Juncker's Confpetf is, pag. 361 ; from whofe defcrip-

tion of this difeafe the above hiftory is principally borrowed.
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curs in adults. It is fometimes complicated with

phthifis pulmonalis.

The appearances on diffection prove that the

feat of the difeafe is in the glands of the mefen-

tery. Thofe glands are found enlarged : they are

fometimes fo much indurated, as to refemble

fcirrhi; fometimes, on the contrary, they are

quite foft and flabby ; and fometimes they contain

pus, mixed with a white foft curdly matter *.

CASE of Tabes Mesenterica.

Case, (xxvii. 16.)

A beggar, aged fifty years, who had formerly

been a wool comber, was found dead. He had

been hectic for fome time, and had been fo much

dinrefTed with heat, that although it was the

coldeft ieafon of the year, he had been accuftom-

ed to lie naked upon fome ftraw in a hut, and in

this fkuation he was found.

Appearances on Diffeclion.

Abdomen. A larger than ordinary proportion

of fluid was obferved in the cavity of the belly.

The ftomach was very much diftended, and on the

fuperior part was covered by the omentum, which

was

* Vide Baillic's Morbid Anatomy, pag. 134.
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was in a great meafure drawn upwards. The llo-

mach contained a coUfiderable quantity of air,

and a fmall proportion of urine, with the colour

of which the internal furfaee was tinged. The

mcfentt'iic glands, both in the center of the me-

fentery where they were collected in the form of

a double duller of grapes of a moderate lize, and

alio in other places here and there, where they

were perfectly diitincl, were much larger than u-

fual, and fomewhat indurated. Although the li-

ver was of a moderate fize, the fpleen was very

fmall; but the fplenic artery was of a larger lize

than in proportion to that o!: the fpleen. The o-

ther abdominal vifcera were in a natural ftate.

Thorax. The heart was not fmall, but was

flabby. A pretty large bony icale appeared ex-

ternally nearly in the middle of its pofterior fur-

face, and a fmaller fcale of the fame kind was

feen likewife externally on the right auricle. The

internal furface of the aorta, behind the femilunar

valves, was marked with whitiih fpots.

CAUSES of Tabes Mesen terica.

Predisponent Cause. It has been generally

imagined, that a fcrophulous habit of body is the

neceilary predifponent caufe of tabes inenfenteri-

ca \ and it mult be confelTed that the appearance

U 2 of
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of the ordinary fubjects of the difeafe, feems to

confirm this opinion. Both Sauvages and Dr.

Cullen, however, believe that the difeafe fome-

times occurs in thofe who have never had any

fymptom whatever of fcrophula *.

Exciting Causes. Bad diet and inattention

to cleanlinefs, have been commonly regarded as

the exciting caufes of this difeafe. But it is not

eafy to underftand the exact manner in which

thofe circumftances can produce fwelling, indura-

tion, or fuppuration of the mefenteric glands.

Proximate Cause. The obftruction of the

mefenteric glands, by which a due fupply of

chyle is prevented, is obviouily the proximate

caufe of tabes mefenterica.

Anomalous Cases of Tabes.

Case I. (xxix. 12.)

A woman, aged forty years, who had been ac-

cuftomed to live chiefly upon fait victuals, and to

drink plentifully of wine, had been for many

years

* Vid. Sauvages Nofol. Med. torn. 2. p. 449 ; and Dr. Cullen's

Firft Lines, par. J556.
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years fubjeft to pains of the ftomach. Impaired

appetite for food, naufea, and loon after, repeat-

ed vomiting of blood, together with conftant fe-

ver, reftlefsnefs, and third, fupervened to thefe

pains. Although no hardnefs could be perceived

ID the belly, yet a certain uneafy fenfation was

from time to time felt in the region of the fto-

mach during the abfence of the fevere pain, even

though no prefTure were made. She complained

alio of pain in her loins; but it was only when (lie

had been working more than ufual, or had been

carrying fome burden. Along with all thofe

complaints, (lie was fometimes afFe&ed with a ve-

ry fevere pain in the head. Whenever thefe fymp-

toms became violent, more efpecially the ftomach

complaints, me received confiderable relief from

blood-letting. She feemed, too, to derive much

benefit from drinks, in which a piece of bread on-

ly had been boiled. She appeared alfo, more

than once, to have become convalefcent from the

daily ufe of milk diet, and her fpirits were kept

up by the regular appearance of the menfes,

which flowed at Hated periods, till the time of

her death.

At laft a hard tumor appeared on each fide a-

bove the clavicles, at that part where the external

jugular vein pafles. Thefe tumors occafioned

confiderable pain, and as they did not yield to a-

ny remedy, but on the contrary, increafed daily,

they
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they rendered the refpiration difficult. Along

with thofe fymptoms, fhe had conftant fever,

which, preceded by a flight chilly fit, increafed

alwavs towards the evening. She complained of

pain in her bead ; and the pain in her flomach

was conftant, but was not now attended with vo-

miting of blood. She was perpetually diitreffed

With tliirft, and had a fenfation of much bitter-

nefs in the mouth ; from which organ, during the

latter days of her life, a very fetid fmell proceed-

ed ; but no pus was ever obferved to be fpit up.

Under thefe circumftances, fne dragged out a

miferable exiftence, much longer than from the

fmall and feeble Hate of her pulfe could have been

expecled. Her pulfe for the lad fifteen days, dur-

ing which time fhe took nothing but a little broth

and fome wine, became finaller and more fre-

quent. At length the died.

appearances on Diffeclion.

Externally. The carcafe was very lean.

Abdomen. The omentum was rolled up to-

wards the upper part of the abdominal cavity, in

fuch a manner, that the tranfverfe arch of the

colon, which commonly lies under the flomach,

appeared immediately under the umbilicus. It

might have been forced into this fituation partly

by the flomach, as the left part of the fundus of

that vifcus deicended lower than ufual. The fto-

mach externally, and particularly at one place to

a

'^-**
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a large extent, was of a livid colour. Its coats

were thickened and indurated; exc pt in certain

parts, where they were fa putrid that they were

lacerated on touching them. Through thefe lace-

rations a very fetid cineritious matter, like a kind of

poultice, which was contained within the ftomach,

was difcharged. This fluid had burft into the

ftomach from a tumor or abfeefs of the word kind,

which had been fituated on its pofteriot furface :

for at that place the ftomach was to a great ex-

tent immoderately thick, fwelling inwards; une-

qual in its furface; ir a filthy, rotten, and gan-

grenous ftate; and of the fame colour as the above

mentioned matter. The pylorus was found. All

the inteftines, the colon not excepted, were in a

contracted ftate ; which was to be expected after

fo long continued Iofs of appetite. The fpleen, al-

though found, was of a larger than ordinary tize,

and was internally of a pale colour. On the right

fide of the liver fome fcirrhofities, of a white co-

lour, and roundifh form, like common fized grapes,

were obferved. Thefe were difpofed over the fur-

face in fuch a manner, that they were in fome de-

gree concealed within the fubftance of that organ.

In cutting through the liver, one of thefe tumors,

completely buried within its furface, appeared.

The gail-bladder contained a large quantity of

very yellow bile, which had tinged the neighbour-

ing parts. On the poiterior furface of the left kid-

3 ney
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ney there was an oblique line, of a confiderable

length, of a whitifh colour, and of an apparently

tendinous fubftance. This line penetrated to fuch

a depth that it reached the tubuke in which the

papillae are received. It had very much the ap-

pearance of the cicatrix of a former ulcer ; but no

mark of this could be difcovered, neither in the

furrounding adipofe membrane, nor in the abdo-

minal mufcles. The uterus was fmall, and fitua-

ted very low; and inclined fo much towards the

right fide, as to be greatly nearer that than the

left fide. The round ligament, too, was much

fhorter on the right fide than on the left. The

cervix uteri, and more efpecially the os tincae,

were found nearly in the fame ftate as in virgins

;

the former having, internally, the oblique and

prominent rugae, which chara&erife it ; and the

latter having a narrow and round aperture. The

hymen, though fmall, was diftinct, and exhibited

no marks of laceration ; but within the hymen,

neither were the carunculae myrtiformes obferved,

nor were the rugae of the vagina diftin&ly mark-

ed. The fkin too, at the lower part of the abdo-

men, being indented with whitifh coloured pits,

did not correfpond with the appearances of the

cervix uteri and hymen. The ovaria were of a

large fize, confidering the age of the woman and

fmaline is of the uterus. Externally they were

wrinkled : internally, the left contained fome fmall

empty
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empty cells included within a thick white mem-
brane ; and the right had, wirhin a cell not much

larger than thefe, lome black coloured half coa-

gulated blood. The right Fallopian tube was

pervious to the ovarium, but impervious towards

the uterus : the left, on the contrary, was open

only towards the uterus. A confiderable quanti-

ty of fat was obferved in the mefentery, and in

the interfaces of the mufcles of the back and

limbs ; and a fmall quantity alfo in the omen-

tum. This was furprifing in fo lean a fubject

;

but indeed it was a female one. The abdominal

mufcles were of a very beautiful red colour. Some

glands, greatly enlarged, lay hid beneath the yel-

low fat contained in the mefentery, which cover-

ed the lumbar vertebra? and the trunks of the

large veflefa contiguous to them. Thefe glands

adhered fo clofely to thofe vefTels, as to be fepara-

ted with great difficulty. They were internally

white, and not very hard; and they contained

purulent ichor. The other glands throughout the

mefentery were not enlarged. Near the ftomach,

v however, one of the lymphatic glands was ob-

ferved to be much thicker and harder than ordi-

nary : it was of a dirty yellow colour. The whole

of the pancreas had become thickened, and at

the fame time fomewhat dry and hard ; except

in one part, which grew out into a white fubftance

refembling that of the thymus gland.

Vol. I. X Thorax,
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Thorax. The two loweft jugular glands wers

of a white colour, and were enlarged to the fize

of two inches at leaft. Thefe glands conftituted

the hard tumor on each fide under the clavicles,

mentioned in the hiftory of the cafe. They were

found to be confiderably hard, although they con-

tained a purulent ichor : part of this flowed out

when the clavicles, under which, and on the con-

tiguous part of the fternum, they lay, were re-

moved. The other jugular glands alfo were in

the fame ftate, with refpecl to colour, hardnefs,

and contents ; but had not increafed to fo large

a fize. The axillary glands had undergone no

change whatever. But thofe glands placed at the

iirft divifion of the afpera arteria, were of a white

colour; and, from a fmall fiz.e, had become not

lefs than ordinary grapes. They were fomewhat

hardened too ; and contained the fame kind of

purulent ichor feen in fo many other glands.

The afpera arteria, however, at leaft towards the

throat, was found ; as was alfo the cefophagus in

its whole length. The lungs, which were turgid

with air, were free from diieafe. A number of

roundifh tubercles, of a hard compact fubllance,

and of a depreiTed figure, fo numerous as to be

almoft contiguous to each other, befet all the ed-

ges of the valvulas mitrales. In one of the femi-

lunar valves a fmall fcale, not however bony, was

obferved. In other refpects the heart was found.

Head.
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HEAD. The brain not only was not flabby,

but even approached towards hardnefa : it was \n

a natural llate, except that a final] quantity of

pellucid fluid was found in the lateral ventricle?,

and that the plexus choroides were pale. The pi-

neal gland was fomewhat more firm and globular,

and of a whiter colour, than it ufually is.

Case II. (xlvii. 4.)

An unmarried woman, who had for many years

had no menftrual dilcharge, and wrho had been

long troubled with ulcers in the legs, having be-

come hectic, died.

Appearances on Dijfcclion.

Abdomen. A considerable quantity of effu-

fed fluid was found in the belly. On the internal

furface of the uterus, a great number of protube-

rant apparently glandular bodies were obferved ;

there were few, however, towards the fundus.

The ovaria contained no veficles, and confifted of

a whitifh fubftance fimilar to that of the pancreas,

except that it was of a fofter confidence.

Thorax. A quantity of effufed fluid was found

in the cheft, as well as in the belly.

Case III. (xlix. 16.)

A man who was greatly emaciated, and was by

X 2 fome
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fbme deemed affecled with phthifis, was brought

into the hofpital of Padua, where he died.

appearances on Dijfetlion.

Abdomen. All the vifcera were found.

Thorax. The lungs and other contents of the

cheft were in a natural (late.

Head. The dura mater was very much thick-

ened, and the brain was very flabby. It was found,

on examining the fuperior part of the medulla fpi-

nalis, that the dura mater could not be fo eafily

feparated as ufual ; and that, in drawing it oft*

from the contiguous membrane, much caution was

neceifary in order to prevent laceration.

The Ikin in this fubject was very hard, as it

commonly is in tabid bodies.

Case IV. (xlix. 18.)

An old man, who was very much emaciated,

died, it was faid, in confequence of the marafmus

incident to old age.

Appearances on
r
Diffeclion.

Abdomen. The mefenteric glands were not fo

fin a 11 as they generally are at that age. A great

number of glands, of a large fize, both with re-

fpecl to thicknefs and to length, fome of them be-

ing two or three inches long, were obierved about

the iliac veffels from their origin quite down to the

thighs. Thefe were placed in fuch a manner, that

? they
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y feemcd to cover the iliacs, like a continued

in ; and prefled upon them fo much, that the

parietes of thofe vtfflels appeared fomewhat in-

ted and varicofe. When cut into, thefe glands

did not appear' different from the natural (late

of lymphatic glands. The ipleen, though rather

fmail in its other dimenlions, was thicker than u-

lual, efpecially about the middle. The membra-

nous bands by which it is connected to the dia-

phragm were alio thicker than common ; and be-

iides, its coat was not only like wife thick, but was

alfo, in the centre of its convex furface, indurated

for a fpace equal to a circle of two inches diame-

ter, and in fume part of that fpace it had become

ofiified. Internally, a trunk of the vefltl, alfo in-

durated, belonging to the fubftance of the fpleen,

appeared connected to the fame part. The fple-

nic artery, for the extent of fome fingers breadth

from its origin at the cceliac, was fomewhat nar-

rower than natural ; but at the part where it

begun to be contorted, as ufual, it became wider.

The urinary bladder, which was fo much diitend-

ed with urine that it appeared above the pubis,

had its coats thickened. When comprefTed by

the hand, the contained urine was not eafily dif-

charged ; nor was it poilible by thefe means to

force out the whole of it. This was probably oc-

casioned by the Hate of the proftate gland ; for

that body was enlarged, and protruded from the

internal
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internal orifice of the urethra into the cavity of the

bladder. It was externally of a brownifh red co-

lour. Within its fubftance, which was in other

refpecls in a natural ftate, granules of a blackifh

yellow colour, like tobacco, were feen in feveral

places.

Thorax. The heart was completely deftitute

of fat; its furface was of a dirty yellow colour,

and was not fmooth. The valves of the aorta

were very hard : within the internal furface of

that, veiTel itfelf, beyond the valves, large bony

fcales were obferved. But in that part of the aor-

ta fituated in the belly, and in the iliacs continued

from it, incipient oflifications, or white fpofs, only

were found.

The carotid arteries had a lingular appearance

;

having afcended one half of their height, they be-

came contorted like a fcrew, and immediately af-

ter returned to their original flraitnefs ; and fo ob-

flinate was that contortion, that, although the ar-

teries were drawn out into a flraight line, they af-

fumed their original form the inflant they were

left to themfelves.

Case V. (lxv. 3.)

A man, aged forty-four years, having been at

a diffcmee from his own home, in a mountainous

ana uncultivated country, had taken, on account

of
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a flight gonorrhoea, many mercurial medicines.

Although thefe medicines were probably ill pre-

pared, he could get no other in that country.

While uling thofe remedies, his (lomach wasver/

often irritated, and vomiting frequently took place.

From that period, he began to vomit almoft every

thing which he eat or drank ; and if he did not

vomit, he became very much diftrelTed with a

pain in his flomach, which he felt at all times in a

flight degree; and alio with hiccup. When he

took food immediately after vomiting, he moil ge-

nerally retained it. He had a large difcharge of

thick ill-fmelling faliva. His belly was coilive ;

and when glyfters of milk were ufed, nothing

was expelled but hard excrementitious lumps.

Although the pulie was not at firit affected, yet

there was a confiderable emaciation of the body

from the beginning. Many different medicines

were employed, but in vain ; for he at lad died.

Appearances on DiffecJion.

Abdomen. The pylorus of the flomach was ve-

ry narrow and very hard. Near it there was a

imall ulcer ; on the other'parts of the internal fur-

face of the ftomach feveral bodies like glands were

Scattered here and there.

Case VI. (lxv. 5.)

An old woman, who hid been long afteded

with
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with an obftinate diarrhoea, attended with a great

lofs of flefli, became at laft reduced to a ftate of ex-

treme weaknefs; and in this fituation died,

appearances on Diffhclion.

Abdomen. Inftead of the adifpofe membrane

placed under the fkin, which is very rarely want-

ing even in the moll emaciated women, a thin

membrane like net-work, fcarcely retaining the

fmalleft veftige of fat in any part of it, was obferv-

ed. In the belly neither was there any ill fmell,

nor could any remarkable appearance at firft light

be difcovered, except that the bile in confidera-

ble quantity and of a deeper than ordinary co-

lour, contained in the gall bladder (which wa>

pretty large, and extended confiderably below the

liver) had tinged its contiguous parts more ex-

tenfively than common. Neither the fmall intef-

tines, nor the ftomach, which was in a contracted

ftate, were in any degree difeafed. Some parts

of the internal furface of the large inteftines, ef-

pecially about the ccecum and colon near the val-

vula coli, were red from inflammation. The rec-

tum was quite livid from previous inflammation,

and on its internal furface it was in feveral places,

especially towards the inferior part, fwelled out.

On the fwelling at the lower part, a fpot was ob-

ferved extending upwards the length of a finger's

breadth. This fpot was foft and prominent, ap-

pearing as if it were formed from fome half coa-

. gulated
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gulated blood placed under the internal coat otf

the inteitine. Above this part, fevcral bodies, ei-

ther true lenticular
,
or of a (imilar nature,

of a reddilh or rather brown colour, appeared dif-

d up and down. Some of the mefenteric

glands, although of a found texture, feemed of

a larger iize than is common at that age. The

trunk of the aorta was fomewhat hard in feveral

places, and on its internal furface was of a whit-

tiih colour, in confequence of many incipient of-

iitications. On the internal furface, too, the pof-

tcrior and lateral portions of the veiTel formed, by

their junction, an angle inftead of a curved line.

Case VII. (lxx. 5.)

A torter, aged fifty years, w7ho had been

greatly addicted to drinking, and accuitomed to

indulge in much eating, was affected, three months

previous to his death, with a tertian fever. This

man, not only had not been a valetudinarian, but

had even been in perfect health, except, as was

learned from his companions, that now and then

lie complained of atpain fituated in the epigaftric

region, about the fcorbiculus cordis. When the

fever began to abate, he became fubject to vomit-

ings ; which difappearing for fome time again, re-

turned and continued to trouble him during the

left of his life. He never vomited any thing but

Vol. I. Y his
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his food; and when vomited it had never any bad

fmell or tafte. During the laft month of h'13 life,

he could retain nothing on his ftomach but muf-

cadine wine, which was given by way of cordial.

In confequence of this, he became hectic, and had

a great wafting of flefh. Every medicine, both in-

ternal and external, that was employed to check

thefe vomitings, proved ineffectual. Among thofe,

quickfilver was ufed, to the quantity of three oun-

ces, about a month before his death, when an ob-

ftinate coftivenefs afforded reafon to apprehend i-

liac paffion. This medicine neither proved of a-

ny advantage, nor was afterwards feen during the

operation of clyfters; but it was fuppofed by the

attendants, to have been afterwards difcharged a-

long with the faeces, when the ftricture of the

bowels was removed. Under the fymptoms above

ftated, he died, never having complained of any

tumor or pain in the belly ; his pulfe alto having

never been much affected, except only that it

now and then intermitted.

Appearances on Dijfeciion.

External Appearances. The body was fo

exceedingly emaciated, that #n the back of the

hands, and on the upper part of the feet, the

bones of the metacarpus and thofe of the meta-

tarlis could have been very well demonftrated;

and the eyes were, in confequence of the deficien-

cy of fat in the pofterior part of the focket, molt

aftonifliingly
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aftonifhinp.lv funk. From the lobe of the left car,

I Qender bra ,
depended, which is common-

ly the mark of a previous diforder in the nei -h-

bouring eve, but both eves were in a found ft ate.

As the mouth happened to be open, it wis ob-

»d that there were but few teeth in the jaws.

ABDOMEN. The inteftines were here and there

marked with livid fpots. They were unufually

contracted, the natural confequence of the daily

vomiting. The large inteftines, however, were

contracted for a fliort fpace only, as they contain-

ed fceces, though not m a large quantity. The

ftomach was in an unufual lituation, of an uncom-

mon length, and had a very peculiar pofition :

For, beginning at the ufual place, (no part of the

cefophagus having pafled into the bellyj it pro-

ceeded through the left fide of the belly, in a

ftrait line, down as far as the pubis; from whence

it turned upwards towards the right lide, and ter-

minated in the duodenum. It was of a moderate

breadth ; and contained nothing but a thin poul-

tice-like mafs, which was fuppofed to be the re-

mains of the little food that had been taken in.

When the pylorus was handled, externally a con-

iiderable hardnefs was felt. On opening the fto-

mach, the ring of the pylorus was obferved to be

divided as it were into two or three protuberances,

which, although not large, were hard. That part

ef the ftomach next the pylorus w-as indr.vated to

Y 2 the
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the extent of two fingers breadth; the coats be-

ing there thickened, and in a ftate approaching

to the hardnefs of bone. They were not really

oflified, nor did they ftraiten the pafTage ; but,

in confequence of»their unyielding ilate, they had

been incapable of propelling the food into the

duodenum. For a fliort ipace from the indurated

portion, the internal furface of the flomach was

flightly livid. It is probable that the Uomach

contained quickfilver, which had flowed out wThen

that organ had been moved to one fide ; for it

was found, to the quantity of an ounce and a

half, within the duodenum, which had been tied

up a Utile below the pylorus. It was not obferv-

ed in any of the other interlines. The urinary

bladder contained little urine, and was in a found

ftate ; as was alfo the urethra; but no veflige of

the fmall, oblong, oval protuberance, generally

placed at the beginning of the urethra, could be

traced at that part. The (lender line which ter-

minated as ufual in the verumontanum appeared.

Thorax. The heart, as might be expected,

was deftitute of fat; but, what was very remark-

able, more efpecialiy in a man who was of a tall

ilature, who had been always employed in a la-

borious manner of living, and who had been ac-

cuflomed to lift heavy burdens, it was fo fmall,

that it appeared rather to be the heart of a child

than that of a man. All its dimenfions, as well

as
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as the thicknefs of its parietes, were in exacl pro-

portion to the froallnefs of its ii.

appeared, externally nor in temail) ; except that

the fuperficial veins were in (bme parti vaiicofe.

Although tiie trunk of the aorta feemed to be

dilated, the valves were in a natural (late. The

diaphragm had become offified at the right fide

of the centrum tendineum; or at lead, at that

part, a bony lamina, of fome thick nefs, meafur-

ing an inch and an half in length, narrow at one

of the extremities, and becoming gradually wider

at the other, but no where exceeding a finger's

breadth in width, was placed between the pleura

and peritoneum.

Head. A fmall quantity of fluid was found in

the lateral ventricles. On the choroid plexufies,

within the lateral ventricles, where they are re-

flected upwards at an angle to cover the thalami

nervorum opticorum, a pretty large hydatid, ap-

pearing at firft like mucus, was obferved. The

pineal gland feemed very fmall : it contained

a corpufcle, which, in proportion to the ilze of

the gland, was not inconfiderable. This little bo-

dy was of an irregular figure ; was hard, not fria-

ble, and was of a dirty yellow colour. The me-

dulla fpinalis was very flabby.

Case



174 HECTIC FEVER.

Case VIII. (xxxix. 14.)

A slender woman, of about forty years of age,

who had been much fubject to hyfteria, and par-

ticularly to violent hyfteric paroxyfms, which af-

fedled her whole body, and more efpecially the

vifcera of the abdomen, with convullive motions,

after having had fome fits that were more violent

than ufual, began to obferve an evident deprellion

in the epigaftric region, and at the fame time a

fuelling in the hypogaftric. The deprellion never

changed; but the fwelling often altered within

the fpace of a (ingle day; for, although it appear-

ed large and very hard, it often fuddenly fubfid-

ed. When {he took food, me obferved that it

defcended into that part and increafed the fwell-

ing, and alfo rendered the fenfation of weight

which flie always felt there more uneafy. At the

diilance of four or five hours from that time, fhe

lifually became affected with violent pains, tormi-

na, and fain tings. She ofren complained that all

her bow7els had fallen out of their proper fituation,

as fhe expreifed it. Her digeftive powers were

obviouily impaired. She was feverifh, and was

much emaciated. Having lived in this manner

for three months, fhe died.

Appearances on
e
D[[frclion.

Abdomen. The ilomacn. was found to have

fallen
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fallen down into t lie epigaftric region; fo that

there was fcarcely four fingers breadth between

it and the pubis. l'hat part which is connected

to the aefophagU9 was fo much elongated, that

the whole fundus of the ilomach lay in the epi-

jfaftrii

Case IX. (xl. 23.)

An old man, apparently fixty years of age, who

was fo very beggarly that he was forced to pick

up a miferable fubiiftence from the outer rinds of

melons, or any other fubftance thrown into the

flreet, having become affected with fever, toge-

ther with a fenfe of oppreflion in the cheft, at-

tended by difficult refpiration, weak pulfe, con-

flant cough, and the expectoration of catarrhous

matter, was received into the hofpital of Bologna,

where he had formerly repeatedly been. After

he had felt himfelf confiderably relieved, he went

out again into the ftreets ; but within a fliort time

he returned into the hofpital. He was then fo

much emaciated, and fo much exhaufled by dif-

eafe, cold, and hunger, that he died foon after his

ad miflion.

Appearances on Diffeclion.

Abdomen. The ftomach was large, although

it contained almoft nothing. Internally it had no

rugae; and was of a brownifh colour, here and

there.
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there, for a confiderable fpace, from the middle

towards the left fide, and efpecially towards the

cefophagu% where the brown colour penetrated

more deeply. The whole convex furface of the

liver, except a fmall fpace at the lower part on the

right fide, adhered firmly to the feptum tranfver-

fum. In that part, the furface was hollowed out

by an hydatid of the diameter of a finger's breadth.

The membrane of the convex furface of the fpleen

was in one part of a white colour, and the middle

of that part was become bony to a fmall extent.

The fpleen itfelf was of a fofter confiilence than

ufual, and was larger rather in thicknefs than in

length or breadth. The fplenic artery, however,

appeared wider than even that increafed thick-

nefs required. The mefenteric glands were very

diftincl:, although in a man of that age. Many of

them were of the iize of a bean : but, when exa-

mined accurately, they were found to be certainly

free from difeafe. The fize of the kidneys was

unufually fmall in proportion to that of the body.

The appearance of their furface was uncommon

;

for they were equally convex on the pofterior as

on the anterior furface. Both furfaces were une-

qual, and in fome degree knotty ; and more efpe-

cially in the left kidney. That kidney too exhi-

bited certain depreflions as if from cicatrices. The

orifices of the ureters within the bladder feemed

larger than ufual. The bladder itfelf internally

2 was
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was of a red colour; and was her.: and there marked

with fanguiferous veflfc Is, which were asdiftincl as If

they had been filled with coloured wax. External-

ly it was furnifhed with redder fibres thin ufual.

iliac art ere tortuous, as the fplenic ar~

tery generally is. The iliac veins, as far as their

dhiiion, weref) much corrugated, as it were, that

they could be extended with difficulty.

Thorax. Within the thorax, as well as in the

pericardium, a fmall quantity ot watery fluid was

found. The lungs were attached firmly to the

fides and to the back. The ria;ht lobe, when

drawn away, left a kind of opaque, thick, firm,

uniform coat, adhering to the parietes of the tho-

rax, extending from the lower part to beyond the

middle of its length, and f:om the fpine almoit to

the fternum. This membrane, when pulled by

one extremity, and by the part attached to the

fternum, was drawn off entire. It nei.her belong-

ed to the pleura, nor was it the membrane of the

lungs; for both thefe parts remained in their natu-

ral fituation. It was therefore probably a mem-
brane formed in confequence of inflammation.

The lungs themfelves were net very found. In the

upper part of one cf the lobes a hard fubftancc was

perceived. The heart was twice as large as it na-

turally is : it contained no blood, but only a few

moderately fized polypous concretions. Both ven-

tricles were dilated. The right ventricle, and the

Vol. I. £ correfponding
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correfponding auricle, which was alfo much dila-

ted, had very thin parietes ; on the contrary, the

parietes of the left ventricle were thicker and

harder than ufual. The valvukc mitrales were

enlarged, and their lower edges were much thick-

ened and knotty. The figmoid valves were not

fo foft as ufual; and the femilunar were ft ill

lefs yielding; one of them being already bony at

one part of its lower circumference. The aorta,

before its curvature, was wider than ufual. The

whole of its internal furface was marked here and

there with white fpots ; and the fame appear-

ance was obferved within the iliacs. Some of

thefe fpots appeaued prominent on the internal

furface, and were very hard and bony. This was

more efpecially the cafe at that part from whence

one of the inferior intercoitals went off. The ori-

fice of that veflel, happening to lie in the center of

the fpot which protuberated in a circular form,

had been in confequence fo ftraitened, that toge-

ther with the fpot, it at firft fight appeared like a

large lenticular gland.

CAUSES of Hectic Fever.

Predisponent Cause. Daily observation proves

that perfons of a fcrophulous habit are chiefly pre-

Uifpofed to heclic fever; but, as it is well known

that
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that thofeofa different habit arc alio liable to the

afe, fcrophula cannot be c mfidered as the fole

predifponent caufe. In every cafe, the difeafe is

preceded by general debility of the fyllem. It may
therefore be probable, that the tffk&s of theexcit-

caufes cannot take place unlets the body be

in that itate. It mull be confefled, however, that

this mode of reaioning is not perfectly fatisfactory.

Exciting Causes. An author of the bigheft

eminence has alleged, that the abforption of pu-

rulent matter is the fole exciting caufe of hectic

fever* ; while another, of confiderable refpeetabi-

lity, has denied that the difeafe is ever produced

(at lead in phthifis pulmonalis) by that caufe f.

Both are certainly miftaken : for, unlefs the evi-

dence of the fenfes be entirely laid alide, it cannot

be doubted that hectic fever is very often induced

by the abforption of pus; but, on the other hand,

it mull be alio allowed that the difeafe fometimes

occurs where no pus could be abforbed.

Suppuration in the lungs, in the liver, in the me-

fenteric glands and other abdominal vifcera, in the

external parts of the body, and throughout the

whole fyftem, as in cafes of fmall pox, &c. often acl

as exciting caufesof this difeafe; but, as they do not

Z 2 uniformly

* Dr. Cullen's Flrft Lines, par. 861.

f Vide, An Effay on the Nature and Cure of Phthifis Pulmona*

fit] by T. Reid, M. D. firft edition, page 59, et feq.
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uniformly produce the effect, it has been fuppofed

that fame peculiar ftate or condition of the matter

abforbed is requifite for this purpofe *.

In thofe cafes where this fever cannot be tra-

ced to the abforption of purulent matter, all the

various circumilances from whence the difeafe can

be thought to originate, tend uniformly to pro-

duce one effecT:, viz. the prevention of a regular

fupply of chyle. Thus, obftruclions of the me-

fenteric glands, indurations of the flomach and o-

ther chylopoetic vifeera, exccflive habitual eva-

cuations, great irregularities in diet, as frequent

drunkennefs, and long continued afTe&ions of the

mind that impair the appetite for food, as immo-

derate grief, which have been long acknowledged

by practitioners to be occaiional exciting caufes

of hectic fever, agree only in one refpect, that of

preventing the ordinary fupply of chyle.

On the whole, therefore, it is prefumed that the

abforption of purulent matter, and every circum-

ftance which tends to prevent the formation or

the fupply of chyle, occafion this difeafe.

Froximate Cause. From the phenomena of

heclic fever, the proximate caufe has been gene-

rally fuppofed to be irregularity of action of the

vafcular fyitem in confequence of an acrimonious

ftaU

* Vide, Dr. Cullcn's F:rfi Lines, par. 861.
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Hate of the hi. od. This opinion, however, is nei-

ther fatisfactory to the theorift, nor ufeful to the

practitioner. As the qualities or' the blood

not yet accurately known, it may indeed be urg-

ed that it is not eafy to employ any other epithet

than that of acrimony, for expreffing the particu-

lar condition of that fluid which excites irregular

action of its containing veffels. It is probable,

however, that in the prefent inftance a more accu-

rate expreffion may be adopted. That the blood

cannot perform its natural functions, unlefs it be

conftantly fupplied with oxygen and with chyle,

is generally believed ; and that hectic fever is oc-

cafionally produced by circumfiances which pre-

vent or diminim the fupply of the latter fluid, has

been proved : May it not therefore be concluded,

that the morbid ilate of the blood, in the difeafe

under conflderation, confifts in a deficiency of

chyle? If this were admitted, ic would follow as a

confequence, that the abforption of purulent mat-

ter, where it proves the exciting caufe, acts by

deftroying the properties of the chyle. As an ob-

jection to this explanation, it may perhaps be al-

leged, that the difeafe is commonly aggravated af-

ter meals; whereas, were the hypothefis now of-

feree! juft, it fhould be always alleviated at thefe

times. In reply ; it may be obferved, that the

circumftance which furnifhes this objection has

not been univerfally acknowledged by practition-
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ers * ; and therefore cannot be aflumed as a prin-

ciple.

REMARKS on the Anomalous Cases ofTabes.

The firft, fifth, feventh, eighth, and ninth ca-

fes, afford ftrong prefumptive evidence in favour

of the idea, that hectic fever is immediately pro-

duced by a deficiency in the fupply of chyle

;

for in all of them the principal morbid appearance

occurred in the fiomach. Thus, in the firft and

fifth cafes, that organ was ulcerated ; in the eighth,

it was enlarged, and had its fituation altered; in

the ninth, its internal furface was difeafed ; and,

in the fifth and feventh, the pylorus was indura-

ted. In the fixth cafe, it is probable that the dif-

eafe was occafioned by the long continued diar-

rhoea ; which gives additional fupport to the fame

opinion.

Could the fwelling and fuppuration of the lym-

phatic glands, which were noticed in the firft cafe,

proceed from the ulceration of the fiomach ?

The fecond cafe is an example of hectic fever

complicated with dropfy.

The caufes of the difeafe in the third and fourth

cafes are quite obfcure.

CHAP.

* It is denied by Dr. Culler, Firft Lines, par. 859.
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INFLAMMATIONS.

General Observations on Inflammation*.

INFLAMMATION! confifts of an increafed ac-

tion of the arteries, together with fuch an aug-

mentation of blood within them as occalions the

fenfation of hear and pain. An external part of

the body therefore is faid to be inflamed, when

the action of its veffels is increafed, and when it is

red, hot, painful, and fuelled. Although inflam-

mation be local, yet if it be conliderable, or feat-

ed

* In this part of the work, inflammation Gtuated within the

head, neck, cheft, and beliy, is alone to be confident. Previous

to that, it appears necellary to offer ibme obfervations on the na-

ture of Lntiamihation in general.

j On the fubject of inflammation the reader may conuilt the

Works of the late Dr. Whytt, page an ; M'Bride's Works, 4to

edit, page 157 ; Dr. Cuilen's Firft Lines, par. 2, 35, &c.; and an

£Hay by Dr. Carmichael Snvth, in Med. Communications, vol. ii.

payt- 168, from which the principal obfervations here offered are

LoiTO *
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ed in internal organs, the action of the whole vaf-

cular fyftem is accelerated: confequentlv the in-

flammation of an internal part is indicated, by pain

and interrupted function of the affected organ, in-

creafed heat of the whole body, and accelerated

action of the vafcular fyftem.

The phenomena of inflammation are different,

according to the nature of the exciting caufe, the

function or ufe of the part inflamed, and the na-

tural or acquired texture of the fame.

The inflammation produced by many of the

exciting caufes, although left entirely to nature,

frequently terminates favourably, running a cer-

tain courfe ; while that excited by others cannot

be overcome by the natural powers of the confti-

tution.

The function or ufe of the part inflamed influ-

ences the phenomena very confiderably. Thus it

is obvious that the inflammation of the ftomach

and bowels mult be attended with fome fymp-

toms which do not appear in that of the hands or

feet.

The natural texture or ftruclure of the inflamed

part occafions muclr variety in the phenomena.

The inflammation of the fkin, of the cellular mem-

brane, of mucous membranes, o* diaphanous mem-

branes, and of mufcular fibres, is accompanied in

each cafe with different fymptoms.

The lait circumftance mentioned as influencing

i the
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the phenomena is, the texture of the organ hav-

ing been prcvionily altered by the difeafo. The

bell illuft rations of this occur in the cafes of fcro*

phula and tubercles in the lungs.

Befides thefe circumitances, which are enume-

rated by Dr. Carmichael Smith, it is probable that

the phenomena of inflammation are affected alfo

by the itate of the veffels that coniVitute the dif-

eafe.

The feat of inflammation is the arterial fyftem

chiefly ; but the incipient branches of the veins

alfo generally appear unufually diftended ; and

the capillary veffels, and fometimes too the lym-

phatics, are loaded with blood.

CAUSES of Inflammation.

Predisponent Cause. Although it be very

obvious that the application of certain exciting

caufes produces inflammation in almoft every va-

riety of habit
;
yet it cannot be doubted, not on-

ly that fome perfons are more fufceptible than o-

th'ers of the impreflion of thofe caufes; but, alfo,

that there are particular dates of the fyftem, which

render an individual more readily affected by

them at one time than at another.

Perfons of a rigid fibre, and of a fanguine tem-

perament, and thofe who indulge much in the

Vol. I. A a ufe
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ufe of animal food and ftrong fermented liquors,

are particularly liable to inflammation. Plethora

feems a great predifponent caufe; but it may be

the effect of a peculiar ftate of the vefTels, which

ought rather to be confidered as fuch. Women
are lefs predifpofed to inflammation than men.

Befides the circumftances which render an in-

dividual fubject to inflammatory complaints in ge-

neral, there muft be others which determine the

feat of inflammation. Thus, of two perfons ex-

pofed to cold, one mall have cynanche tonfillaris,

and the other pneumonia. This muft depend up-

on fome ftate of the veffels of the affected part;

but the precife nature of that ftate is involved in

much obfcurity. Some authors have imagined

that it coniifts in an increafed tone or contractili-

ty of the mufcular fibres of the arterial fyftem *.

Others, on the contrary, regard it to be quite the

reverfe. The moft plaufible argument in favour

of the latter opinion is, that parts which have

been once inflamed are exceedingly apt to be a-

gain fimilarly afTecled. Still, however, the quef-

tion does not appear to be fatisfactorily folved.

Exciting Causes. Every circumftance which

either renders the part acted upon unufually af-

fected by its ordinary ftimuli, or increafes the

number

* Vide Dr. Cullen's Firft Lines, par. 247.

UlX
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number or power of the ftimuli applied to it,
I

been regarded as an exciting caufe of inflamma*

tion *. Tli! iv ingenious arrangement, but

a more minute one is neceflary for the explana-

tion of the phenomena.

All the exciting caufes of inflammation may be

.1 under the following heads: Mechanical

Stimuli, Chemical Stimuli, or thole which do hot

act mechanically, an [ncreafed Degree of the Or-

dinary Stimuli, Difeafcs of the General Syftem,

and Certain Degrees of Cold.

1 ft, A ml Stimuli, include blows, whe-

ther attended with diviiion of parts or not; and

obstruction to the courfe of the blood, from prei-

fure, &c. where it excites pain, or irritates the

vcflels.

2dly, Chemical Stimuli comprehend not only

chemical ftimuli properly fo called, as cauftics,

&c. but alfo all the ftimuli, the operation of

which cannot be explained on mechanical princi-

ples. Such are certain poifons generated in the

bodies of animals, either naturally or morbidly;

as the venom of infects, and what is termed the

venereal virus, &c.

3dly, An Increafed Degree of the Ordinary Sti-

muli of a part. Thus li^ht produces inflammation

A a 2 of

* Vide Tentam. Med. Inaug. qucedam dc Inflammatione com*

|>!e&. au&orc Rich. F«\vler, Ec'.inbur£i 1793, p. 4.
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of the eyes, when applied in a degree to which

the eyes have not been accuftomed.

4thly, Difrafes of the General Syjlem. Under

this head may be clafTed fevers, and cafes where

the fluids are impregnated with poifonous matter,

fuch as the contagion of fmall-pox, &c. and alfo

cafes where the component parts of the blood are

not in due proportion to each other.

Laftly, Certain Degrees cf Cold. It is not eafy

to explain the precife degrees of cold which pro-

duce inflammation. Experience fhews that thofe

degrees vary according to the previous ilate of

the fyftem. Thus, if the body be pafied fudden-

]y from a very warm temperature to a cold one,

as for example, from one of feventy degrees of

Farenheit, to one of thirty-five or forty, inflam-

mation will be induced. But if the change from

thefe degrees be made gradually, no fuch effect

follows. Some degrees of cold are productive of

mortification ; and it has been fuppofed, that the

degrees immediately preceding thofe in the fcale

excite inflammation.

The heat of the human body may be diminifk-

ed either by the temperature of the air by which

it is furrounded, or by the application of moifture

of a lower heat than that of the body.

It has been alleged that the fubtraction of

heat, or according to common language, the ap-

plication of cold, caufes inflammation, by flopping

the
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perfpiration ; but it is probable that it gene-

rally produces the effect of exciting the vclllls in-

to unufual action.

Pr ,e. Although many theories

have been propofed on this fubject •, three only

ieem to merit any attention. Fir/l, That along

with increafed action of the blood-veffels there is

a fpafmodic fhiclure on their extremities ; Second-

ly, That, beiides the adlion of the veffels being

increafed, the refiftance to the courfe of the blood

is diminilhed ; and Thirdly, That the action of the

veffels is impaired, from their coats being in a

debilitated or paralytic (late.

The firft of thefe theories is adopted by Hoff-

man and Dr. Cullerii The chief arguments in its

favour are, that every coniiderable inflammation

is preceded by a cold fit, and is accompanied with

other fymptoms denoting fpafm on the extreme

veffels ; and that the moil effectual means for the

cure of inflammation are thole which are calculat-

ed to moderate the action of the veffels, and to

induce relaxation over the whole fyflem. But as

the beginning veins of an inflamed part are in a

flate of ovcr-didenfion, as well as the arteries, it

is

* A view of the various hypothecs of inflammation is exhibit-

ed in Mcza Compcnd. Med. Pracl. Fafricul. alt. Inflam. et Dolor.

Sift, in pnefat.
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is evident that there can be no fpafrnodic ftricture,

fuch as is fuppofed by this hypothefis.

The fecond opinion has been particularly re-

commended to notice by Dr. M'Bride*. That

the action of the arteries in the affected part is

encreafed, cannot poffibly be doubted : it is pro-

ved not only by the nature of the exciting caufes,

but alfo by the phenomena of the difeafe. The

circumitances which feem to fliow that the refin-

ance to the courfe of the fluids is diminifhed, are,

the efFecl: produced by cupping glaffes applied to

the furface of the body, viz. Temporary Inflam-

mation, the fame event following the application

of warm water or emollient poultices to particular

parts; and the well known tendency of the blood

to pufli towards the weakened part, wherever the

coats of a veflel are divided. It remains however

to be afcertained, whether increafe of action be

compatible with a weakened ftate of the vefTels.

In order to judge of this, it is necefTary to recol-

lect, that the parietes of the arteries are compofed

of three coats, viz. a tough membranous one,

commonly called elaftic, a mufcular one, and a

fmpoth thin membranous one; that thefe coats

are fupplied with blood- veiTels; and that the ac-

tion of the arteries depends very much, though

perhaps not folely, upon the influence of the ner-

vous

* Vide quarto edition of Dr. M'Bride's Works, p. 159. ct fcq.
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vous fyftem. Now the queftion is, Wlicthcr it be

poflible for the mufcular coat to poflefs an increaf-

ed power, while the elaftic one is weakened ? On
theoretical principles this might £e admitted:

for the acYion of the elaftic coat is purely mecha-

nical ; while that of the mufcular one is, to a cer-

tain extent at leaft, influenced by the nervous

fyftem.

The third opinion has been lately offered by

Mr. Latta *. The principal argument in favour

of it is deduced from the fwelling of the inflamed

part ; which, in his opinion, is owing to a partial

llagnation of blood: fo that there muft of confe-

quence be a deficiency inftead of an increafe of

action. The phenomena of inflammation, how-

ever, are by no means confident with this idea.

The unufual heat of the part ; the throbbing

pain ; and where thefe are confiderable, the ac-

celerated aclion of the whole fanguiferous fyftem,

clearly indicate an increafe of aclion in the vef-

fels. This is farther proved by the confequences

of inflammation ; for mucous membranes, when in-

flamed, afford a greater than ufual quantity of

their fecretions ; diaphanous membranes pour out

an increafed quantity of the thin fluid which they

commonly fecrete, and in cellular parts, a fluid,

called

* Vid. A Pradical Syftcm of Suxgery, by James Lattaj 8

eeon in Edinburgh, vol. i. pag. <--.
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called pus, is furnifhed by the veffels, differing

in its properties from any of the natural fluids.

General Phenomena of Inflammation with-

in the Head, Chest, and Belly.

, /

All the contents of the great cavities above

mentioned are compofed of three different mate-

rials ; viz. mucous membranes ; what are called

diaphanous membranes; and cellular and glandu-

lar fubfiance. Thefe materials exift either fingly

or combined.

Firjl, The inflammation of mucous membranes

differs from that of other parts, in being attended

with little pain. It is diilinguifhed by the fenfa.-

tion of increafed heat and of forenefs ; and by the

fecretion of the membrane being changed in its

qualities and appearance. In the healthy ftate,

the mucous membranes, viz. all thofe lining the

internal cavities of the body to which the air has

accefs, furnifb a mild tranfparent ropy fluid, like

thin ftarch, quite infipid to the tafte,. and poffef-

fing all the qualities of mucilage. This fluid,

when thofe membranes are inflamed, is of a very

^irTerent nature. It is at firft thin and acrid, fre-

quently excoriating the very membrane by which

it is prepared; then its quantity is increased, af-

terwards it is gradually diminiftied, and becomes

2 thfck
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k ami 1 paqu \ refi • purulent matl

tad urns by dc-

This, ! \ is not

uniform coi ; but it is un-

v to enumerate the various deviati

d under particular articl .

Ulcerations are the frequent confequences of

tills fpecies of in .lion, and in fome instances

alio ne.

The cha* on the membranes

themfelves are an increale of thieknefs and fenfi-

bility, fucceeded, after the morbid affection has

ceafed, by diminished energy and great fufcepti-

bilitv of inflammation from the High te ft caufes.

Eectmdfy, cd diaphanous mem-

ies are, the dura and pia mater, the pleura,

the pericardium, the peritoneum, the tunica v.

leftis, the periofteum, and the capfular liga-

ments of the joints. The inflammation of thefe

membranes is not marked by any peculiarity of

fymptoms, unlefs it affed the general fyftem. In

is then diftinguifhed moll commonly by acute pain

of the affected part. Tins fpecies, however, is

fly charadterifed by the efle&s produced on the

for thefe membranes, when in-

ure found thickened, opaque, and doughy,

with a gelatinous or purulent exudation on their

ce fometimes cauiing preternatural adhefions.

At other times, the cavities which they invert are

Vol. I. Bb filled
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filled with a turbid ferum, with filaments floating

in it. Sometimes this inflammation terminates in

gangrene; but, except in fuch cafes, there never

is any lofs of fubftance in the parts.

Thirdly, The inflammation of cellular and glan-

dular parts, when feated externally, is very eafily

diflinguifhed from every other fpecies. It is at-

tended with throbbing pain, and it terminates mod

frequently in fuppuration or abfcefs. But when

it occurs in internal parts, it is not difcriminated

with fuch facility. In general, it may be judged

prefent, if, along with throbbing or fixed pain, in-

creafed action of the whole vafcular fyftem take

place, and more efpecially if, under thefe circum-

fiances, blood drawn from a vein exhibit what is

called a buffy coat.

The parts affected with this fpecies of inflamma-

tion, which is termed Phlegmon, are always fwelled,

from the extravafation or effufion of ferum and

lymph from the inflamed velfels, and alfo from

the increafed quantity of blood in thofe velfels.

The termination of this fpecies is various. In

fome cafes, the increafed adion of the veflels

ceafes, the effufed fluids, are abforbed, and the

natural Hate of the part is reftored. This favour-

able event is fly led Refo/ution. In other cafes,

there is an effulion of a bland, opaque, yellowifh

fluid, fomewhat like cream, called Pus. This is

termed Suppuration. Sometimes, too, by fome

morbid
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morbid affection of the veflels, the revl particle

the blood, us well >s tlu- lymph and ferutn, are

thrown out, and, in (lead of pus, an acrid c nofive

fluid is formi d, which deftroys the neighbouring

parts; and this termination is named Gangrent.

SECT. I. PHRENITIS.

x HRENZY occurs both as an idiopathic and %

fymptomatic difeafe. The former fpecies feldom

appears in this illand, and the latter not very of-

ten.

The fymptoms of idiopathic phrenzy are : vio-

lent headach, attended with acute inflammatory

fever; a rednefs of the face and eyes, an impa-

tience of light or noife, a (late of conftant watch-

ing, and the mod furious delirium *. The veffels

of the head are turgid ; the temporal arteries

throb ; the eyes fparkle, and are violently agita-

ted ; the tongue is dry, rough, and of a yellow or

black colour. The patient is outrageous by fits

:

he grinds his teeth ; his hands tremble ; and he

makes frequent violent attempts to get out of bed.

Thefe fymptoms are preceded by lorfg continued

B b 2 and

* Vide Cullcn's Firfl Lines, par. 291, et fcq.
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and almoii conftant watching, or frightful dreams;

acute pains, at firft in the neck and occiput, af-

terwards extending to the head ; no defira for

drink: deep refpiration; irregular pulfe; fuppref-

fiop of urine: and inability to recollect circum-

ftances that have juft happened *,

Phrenitis is diftinguifhed from mania, by the

quicknefs of the pulfe; and from that fpecies of

delirium which occurs in low nervous fevers, and

is not produced by inflammation, by the appear-

ance of the countenance and eyes. For, in true

phrenzy, the face is red, the features are rather

enlarged than fhrunk, and the eyes protuberate

and fparkle ; whereas, in the delirium fuperven-

ing to low fever, the face is pallid, the features

are fhrunk, and the eyes pearly.

Although it has been fuppofed that fymptoma-

tic phrenitis fupervenes to fevers of every kind
f,

and to all inflammatory and painful complaints;

yet. it is probable it only occurs in the latter

cafes.

The author of thefe remarks has often feed

phrenitis in lying-in women. He cannot how-

ever determine, whether it ought, under fuch

circumftances, to be itiled idiopathic or fympto-

..[ic.

* Vid. ConfpecT. Therapia: Speciaiis, auctore D.

J

ro, prig. 520 ; from which the above defcription is chiefly ti

•J-
Vid. Sauvage Nofolog. Method, tol
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matic. In all the i tended,

afe occur y-eight I

ery ; and in all of them too it proved fatal

before the end of the fi cth day. In fome of them

Hie deliver) had been natural, though tedioi

while ert it had been exceedingly difficult.

patients had al

.

d a ftrong pre-

difpoiitioft to inflammatory complaints, and more

efpecially to inflammation of the parrs within the

The phrenzy was uniformly preceded

by watchfulnefs, quick hard pulfe, and wildnefs in

the eyes ; and was ufhered in by violent pain of

the head, great fufceptibility of the im predion of

light and noife, and a hurried mode of fpeaking.

In every cafe the pupils of the eyes became quite

ed within forty-eight hours from the com-

mencement of the phrenzy; fo that the fight

ceafed to make much impreffion. Throughout

the courfe of the difeafe the pulfe varied from one

hundred and :y to one hundred and forty,

and at laft it was intermitting and indiftinct. It

was very remarkable, that, until a few hours be-

fore death, there appeared to a fuperhxial obferv-

er no morbid change in the features of the face
;

in fo much, that it was difficult to perfuade the

attendants that any danger threatened. At that

time, viz. fix or eight hours previous to the fatal

event, a very fudden alteration happened. The

outrageous delirium at once ceafed; the extremi-

ties
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ties became cold ; the features of the face fhrunk

amazingly ; the eyes feemed fixed in their fockets,

and had a peculiar fhining appearance, as if co-

vered with a glairy fluid. Partial fweats broke

out on the face, neck, and breall ; ftertorous

breathing gradually commenced ; fubfultus ten-

dinum fupervened : and the patient funk. This

difeafe was very accurately diftinguifhed from

puerperal fever, even at the beginning, by the

abfence of pain arid forenefs in the abdomen, and

of uneafinefs of breathing.

Symptomatic phrenitis is known to threaten

in inflammatory or painful complaints, if, after

continued watching or frightful dreams, pain in

the head and tinnitus aurium take place, together

with a peculiar wildnefs in the appearance of the

eyes.

Phrenitis, whether idiopathic or fymptomatic,

is a very dangerous and alarming difeafe : for it

generally proves fatal between the third and fe-

venth day, and if protracted beyond that time it

terminates in mania or fatuity. Amaurofis, too,

has fucceeded to an attack of phrenzy.

Sometimes however the difeafe ends favoura-

bly, by a critical difcharge of blood from fome

part of the body, moft commonly the nofe ; or

by an univerfal fweat, or copious diarrhcea, or

even by depofition in the urine.

The unfavourable fymptoms generally enume-

rated
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rated are : aeruginoua vomiting, the difcharge of

white or grej coloured fa n< atl mpts

to lpir on the attendants, convulsions, and ;>

not preceded by a critical difcharge. Subful us

tendinum. or c >nvulfions, and co na, with c >ld

•

;

s and fluttering pulfe, announce the ap-

proach of death.

CASES of Symptomatic Phrenitis.

Case I. (vn. 13.)

A man, of a tall flature and of a lean body,

who had been fubject to inflammation of the cheft

from dreffing flax, which was his trade, after hav-

ing been fix or feven times affected wT ith that in-

flammation, along with a vomiting of bilious green

matter at one time, and delirium at another, had

his voice at lait fo much injured, that he feemed to

croak rather than to fpeak. On this account, he

chofe out hemp which contained the lean; duft,

and diefLd it in a feparate place from his compa-

nions. By which means he had jnft recovered his

natural voice, when, after having been fatigued

with carrying a burden, he became affected with

febrile coldnefs, and with a violent pain in the

left breait. With thefe fy mptoms he was brought

into the hofpital of Bologna. Previous to this he

had
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had taken Come almond oil, and had been I

from the left arm. As he breathed with difficul-

ty, and had no expectoration, blood was drawn

from the other arm. He lay mod frequently on

the affected iiJe. He vomited bilious matter of a

green colour. On the fifth day he became deli-

rious ; being fometimes merry, fometimes me]

cholic, and fometimes fo furious as to fpit upon

thofe who approached him. Blood was drawn

from his leg near the ancle; and a cataplafm,

compofed of new cheefe of the coarfeil kind mixed!

with oil of violets, was applied to his head after

it had been fhaved, and was ordered to be renew-

ed three times a day. In the mean time convul-

iive motions, at firft flight, and under the form of

fubfultus tendinum at the wrifts, afterwards more

considerable, were obferved. At length, neither

was his breathing difficult, nor did he complain

of any pain or uneafinefs ; but, on the contrary,

when questioned on that fubjecl, he always an-

fwered in the negative. He fometimes however

cried out ; and made water involuntarily, {"o that

he wetted the bed. His pulfe having become

weaker, though not irregular, he died about the

feventh day.

Appearances on DiJJeciion.

Abdomen. The Stomach was found; the pan-

creas was fomewhat hard, and rather thick. The

edge of the liver fuperficially was livid to a confi-

I derable
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ut. Th wraa contracted,

a fraall quantity of bile of a faint

ur.

Th f< roua fluid was effufed into the

ity of the thorax. The right lobe oftke lungs

in a natural \\ I that it was every-

where clofely connected, by intervening mem-
branes, both to the ribs and to the diaphragm.

The left lobe was connected to the pleura only in

a few places on the fore part. Its fuperior lobule,

though in other refpects found, was thin ; and

contained fome purulent matter, of a white co-

lour, in a kind of tubercle. Thefe appearances,

as well as the adhefions of the right lobe, feemed

to be the effects of preceding inflammations. The

inferior lobule was of a red colour; was hard,

heavy, and of a compact fubftance ; and contain-

ed in its fuperior part matter, or fomewhat refesri-

bling matter, flowing through the branches of the

bronchia. From thefe appearances prefent inflam-

mation in the incipient flag : of fuppuration was in-

dicated. The pleura alfo, on the fame fide, obviou fly

reared to be completely inflamed; for its blood-

veilels were much more difunct than natural; and

the whole membrane was clrwvn off from the ribs

at a fingle pull. The diaphragm too, at that

part of its centrum tendineum, which lies under

the left lobe of the lungs, had its moil minute

veffcls ib much diilended, that there could be no

Vol. I. C c doubt
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doubt of its being there inflamed. The pericar-

dium contained fbme turbid ferous fluid, of a red-

dim colour. Through all the orifices of the heart

polypous concretions projected. Thefe originated

in the ventricles, and extended into the vefTels.

They were all of a folid fubftance, except the be-

ginning of that which went into the pulmonary

artery; for the part of it within the right ventri-

cle, though very thick, was compofed of a yellow

mucus-like fubftance.

Head. When the head was feparated from

the trunk, long portions of coagulated blood were

drawn out from the jugular veins, as fwords from

their fcabbards. The vefTels of the meninges

were exceedingly diflended with blood. A poly-

pous concretion, of a whitifh colour, and compact

ftructure, not only filled the flnus of the falx, but

alfo extended into mod of the veins which com-

municate with that linus. Coagulated blood was

alfo obferved in the other three finufes of the du-

ra mater. The pia mater had all its vefTels, even

the moil minute, fo much diftended with blood,

that it was all over of a very red colour. Beneath

it, on the convolutions of the brain, fome ferous

fluid was obferved. #\ fmall quantity of the fame

kind of fluid, of a reddifh colour, was found in

the lateral ventricles. Many hydatids, of a con-

fiderable flze, were feen on the pofterior part of

the plexus choroides. Not only were the vefTels

on
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#n the furface of the lateral v: itlv dil-

tended with blood, bei: diftincl than

ufual ; but alio veiV Is, equally full and diftincl,

appeared, on the Q'ghreft incifion, through the

corpora ftriata, the thalami nervorum opticorum,

and throughout the whole medtillary jubilance of

the brain. In the cortical fubfhmce, however,

both of the brain and cerebellum, the blood-vef-

fels could fcarcely be ieen.

Case II. (vn. 15.)

A woman, after having been for a confiderablc

time- in the hofpital of Padua, on account of a

blow on the head, and after having been difmiffed

cured, became affected with fever and delirium ;

which terminated in death.

Appearances on TH/feclion.

Head. There was no where any particular

mark of the blow which fhe had formerly receiv-

ed. On the internal furface of the dura mater,

florid fpots, like drops of blood, appeared. The

vefTels of the pia mater were diiiended with blood.

Serous fluid was found in fome places under that

membrane, but not in the ventricles. Veficles

were obferved in the pofterior part of the plexus

choroides. A little yellow coloured matter was

fituated at the fore part of the pineal gland. E-

very thing elfe was natural, except that the cere-

C c 2 belluna
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bellum was very flabby. No polypous concre-

tions were feen in any of the vefTels.

Case III. (ill. 2.)

A man, aged feventy years, by trade a potter,

naturally of a cheerful difpofuion, much addicted

to drinking, after having undergone great fatigue

inbuiinefs, and fufFered much uneafinefs of mind,

became affected with fever, attended with violent

pain in his left fide. He was received into the hof-

pital of Bologna. Blood was immediately drawn

from his left arm. On the fourth day, the febrile

fymptoms wTere much aggravated ; and on the

fixth he grew fo delirious, that it was neceffary to

bind him down. Kis pulle was quick, but not ir-

regular; his refpiration was difficult; and he had

no expectoration. Blood was that day drawn

from his ancle. The fymptoms however conti-

nued to increafe in violence ; fo that on the fol-

lowing day he had flertorous breathing, attended

with profufe fweat over his whole body, and loon

after died.

Appearances on Difficlion.

Externally. The face of the carcafe, and the

fuperior extremities, wTere of a yellow colour, as in

jaundiced pcrfons ; the other parts of the body,

except the haunches, which were foinewhat livid,

were of the fame colour in a flighter degree.

Abdomen.
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Abdomfv. The omentum was obferved to be

very (hurt, and drawn upwards. The coat of the

fpleen, on the lower parr of the gibbous furface,

exceeding \y hard. The liver was connected

to the diaphragm by its whole convex furface, ex-

cept the edgt and parts Immediately adjoining.

The edge and the greateft part of the hollow fur-

face were livid, to the depth of two lines. The

remaining part of the liver was of a pale colour,

and variegated like marble ; and the whole of its

fubftance was a little hard. The bile in the gall-

bladder was in fmall quantity, and refembled pu-

trid blood, or water in w hich meat had been waflied.

Its paflage into theinteitineshnd not been obftruc"^

cd ; for the faeces were tinged with it. The in-

terlines were diitended with air. Yellow coloured

fat adhered to their external furface, and a fmall

quantity of ferous fluid furrounded them in the

lower part of the pelvis. The portion of the in-

ternal canal, and of the ureters which lay on

the pelvis, was of a brown red colour. The urina-

ry bladder was di&ended with urine; and as well

as its contents was yellow. The fangui ferous

veffels towards the cervix, both poiterioily and an-

teriorly, were turgid. On the right flue of the

fundus, two fmall cells, each capable of contain-

ing a large cherry, and each communicating with

the bladder by an opening, the diameter of which

was us larce as a lupin, were obferved. The pa-

ne tes



2o6 INFLAMMATIONS.

rietes of thefe cells were of the fame ftrufture as

the bladder itfelf. In the remaining parts of the

fundus, the beginnings of other cells of the fame

kind could be plainly perceived. A great num-

ber of enlarged and thickened veins furrounded

the right teftis on all fides ; and the fubftance of

that body was fo compact that its ftructure could

not be developed as ufual. Below the teftis there

W'as a fmall ofTeous body. The tunica vaginalis

adhered to the right teftis everywhere, except on

the fuperior part, where there were two veficles

filled with a yellow coloured ferous fluid. The

fame coat adhered alfo to the other teftis, except

at the epidydimis, where there wTas a fpace filled

wirh funilar fluid. On examining the penis, no

traces of fiaenum, except a fmall white mark, could

be difcovered. Nothing remarkable was feen in

the urethra, but a few minute granules of concre-

ted mucus, like the powder of tobacco, fituated

on each fide of the feminal caruncles. Thefe bo-

dies too appeared as if glued down to the urethra.

Throughout the proftate gland, especially on the

right fide, fimilar granules were found wherever

it was cut into.

As far as could be learned, this man had never

mentioned any complaint in the urinary fyftem.

Thorax. The firft circumftance which at-

tracted notice was the appearance of the cartilages

by which the inferior ribs are joined to the fter-

num
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num on the right fide; for they pr out*

as if from fomething within. But, as no-

thing whatever was obferved internally which

could account for the phenomenon, it ispr bable

that it had been occafioned by the great exertion

of the right pectoral muicle during his youth,

that had been perhaps neceflary in acquiring

rudiments of the trade by which the 1

gained his livelihood. Every thing was found in

the right cavity of the thorax ; bur in the left, a

Confiderable quantity of yellow col-ured ferous

fluid was found. When this whs removed, fib-

fiances, as if pieces of a thick yellow reticular -ind

eafily lacerated membrane, appeared over the fur-

face of the lungs. Thcie membranous portions

were in greater!: quantity on the inferior furface

of the lower lobe and between the lobes. Almoit

the whole of the inferior lobe was hard and heavy.

On being cut into, its fubitance was found of an

uncommon compact ftructuie, more like that of

the liver than of the lungs, and of a white colour.

The inflammation fcemed to have begun to ter-

minate in fuppuration ; for thick white matter was

prelTed out fromfeveral fmall oriSces, probably o-

penings into the bronchia. The upper part of

the fuperior lobe was diilended with frothy blood,

and was black and hard. The hardnefs appear-

ed rather to have originated from fome former

than from fome recent difeafe. The remaining

portion
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portion was found. That lobe was conne&ed to

the pleura laterally and anteriorly, by many ftrong

fafciculated fibres of a red colour, but apparently

of a membranous nature. It alfo adhered very

ih'ongly to the pleura at the upper part of the

pleura; was there thickened, and could be eafily

pulled away from the ribs ; which could be Hill

more readily done at the part where it lay under

the inferior lobe. At that place, it was more

thickened and of a deeper red. The external

furface of the pericardium, on the left fide, was of

a red colour, in confequence of the fmall fuperfi-

ciai veffels being diilended with blood. Within

the pericardium there was a fmall quantity of a

yellow watery fluid. A thick polypous concre-

tion was found in the right auricle; a fimilarfub-

flance, of a round form, was perceived in the pul-

monary artery ; and alfo one of the fame kind in

the aorta: and it appeared that, in the left auri-

cle and ventricle, there were fome fimilar ones.

When thefe polypi were looked at longitudinally,

their fubftance feemed compofed partly ofafoft

yellow mucus, and partly of a reddifh fibrous flruc-

ture. On the internal furface of the aorta, above

the valves, there were offeous lamellae. The an-

nular cartilages in the trunk of the afpera arteria,

and in the beginning of the bronchia, were offi-

fied in the middle part, by which they had a fmall

5C of flexibility only ; and when the ofiified

I portions
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portions were broken, fomethltlg like the rudU

ments of marrow appeared within them.

Head. A white, firm, Qender polypous con-

cretion was (ccn in the left lateral Onus, and alio

in the fourth and third, and in fome of the veins

communicating with the latter. All the velTels of

the pia mater, on the left fide of the head, and

') where it enveloped the cerebellum, were fo

much dillended with blood, that their trunks

were turgid, and their fmalleit branches were con-

fpicuous. There was a great quantity of ferous

fluid on the external convolutions of the brain,

which fhined through the pia mater, and refem-

bled jelly. The ventricles were not entirely def-

titute of fluid. On the plexus choroides there

were hydatids ; but the plexufes were hot difco-

loured. Neither the veflels which pafs through

the medullary fubflance of the brain, nor thofe

which extend along the parietes of the lateral ven-

tricles, appeared to be dillended with blood, as the

veflels of the pia mater were.

CAUSES of Phrenitis.

PutDispoNENT Cause. As peribns who are

liable to general inflammatory complaints, thofe

of a paffionate difpofition, and thofe addicted to

deep ftudy, are tbferved to be principally fubjecl

Vol. 1. D d to
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to phrenzy ; it is evident that the predifponent caufe

is fome morbid ft ate ofthe veffels within the cranium.

Exciting Causes. Every circumftance which

tends to increafe the action of the veffels within

the head has been regarded as an exciting caufe of

phrenitis #
. Such are, intoxication from the im-

moderate ufe of fermented liquors ; blows on the

cranium; and the expofure of the head for a confi-

derable time to the influence of the folar rays.

The operation of thefe caufes needs no explana-

tion. The procefs of parturition, when difficult,

acts in the fame way. The fuppredion of habi-

tual evacuations is alfo an exciting caufe.

In inflammatory affections of the parts within

the thorax, the blood being prevented from paft>

ing readily through the lungs, cannot be returned

as ufual from the veins of the head ; while, at the

fame time, the action of the arterial fyftem is in-

crcafed f : hence the caufe of the frequent termi-

nation of peripneumony in phrenitis is obvious.

REMARKS on the Cases of Phrenitis.

The firfl cafe illuftrates the explanation offered

refpecling the caufe of the termination of inflam-

matory

* Vide Dr. Cullen's Firft Lines, par. 294.

t Vide Van Swieten Comment, in Aphorifm. Boerhaavi, No.

CCLXXII.
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niaforv complaints of the thorax inphrenitisj for

the b] id feemed accumulated in tin- jugulars, ai

well as in the veins within the cranium. It is to

be obferved th.ir, in this cafe, it the relation of

Mor I can be credited, (and his general ac-

curacy and fidelity cannot be doubted); both the

arteries and veins within the head were dillended

with blood.

In the fecond and third cafes, the ferous fluid on

the furface of the brain had proceeded from the

inflammation of the pia mater.

SECT. II. CTNANCHE TONSILLARIS; or,

Common Inflammatory Sore Throat.

1 HIS difeafe * confifts of inflammation of the

tonfils, the uvula, velum pendulum palati, and

mucous membrane lining the fauces, attended

with inflammatory fever.

The fymptoms are different according to the

degree and extent of the inflammation ; and, there-

fore, that an accurate defcription may be given,

it is neceffary to notice three varieties.

D d 2 I/?,

* Vid. Dr. Cullen's Firft Lines, par. 301, et feq. Home Prin-

cip. Med. p. i * 1. Quann dc eurandis Febnbus et Inflam. Com-
' ment. p. 223.
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ijl, In ordinary cafes one of the tonfils is firft

affected ; fo that deglutition, although painful, is

not difficult. By degrees the inflammation ex-

tends to the other tonfil, to the uvula, to the ve-

lum pendulum palati, and alor.g the membrane

of the fauces; and is even communicated to one

or both Euftachian tubes. The febrile fymptoms

are then aggravated. Deglutition is very painful

and difficult. Soft folids being more eaftly fvval-

lowed than liquids, the faliva is allowed to accu-

mulate in the fauces, and excites a conftant

hawking, attended with a degree of naufea. Pain

is felt in the internal ear or ears ; fometimes deaf-

nefs is occaiioned. The voice is hoarfe ; and ref-

piration is fomewhat difficult. After fome days

thefe fymptoms fubfide ; and the inflammation

terminates either by refolution or fuppuration.

In the former cafe, falivation in various degrees

takes place ; and fometimes fmall floughy fpots of

a white or 3'ellow colour, and circumfcribed form,

appear on the tonfils, or even over all the fauces.

Thefe often continue for weeks after all the fym-

tcms of the difeafe have disappeared. In the lat-

ter, flight fhiverings are felt ; the fwallowing be-

comes lefs difficult, and one or both tonfils when

examined, appear no longer of a florid red colour,

and excefiiveiy diilended as they formerly were ;

but are foft, and white, or yellowim, from con-

taining pus. Previous, however, to this change,
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pain is fometimes in irritable habits fo great

as to induce t The abfeefs at lad

and its contents are either difel into

the . which is known by a bitter 1

or arc hawked up mixed with a little

md mucus. In Tome cafes inflead of a

fs there is a fucceffion of fmall abfeef-

fcs. So r this, the patient regains his for-

mer good health. But fometimes the tonlils re-

main indurated, and as it were fcirrbous, and

prove exceedingly troublefome. In forne cafes,

too, the uvula is for many months relaxed, and

the tonlils are affected with a fpongy indolent fwel-

ling.

idly, In the fecond variety, the inflammatory

fymptoms both general and local, occur in a

much more violent degree. The difeafe is ufher-

ed in with (hivering; then roughnefs of the throat

is felt, loon fucceeded by fu elling and inflamma-

tion of the tonfils, uvula, velum pendulum pala-

ti, and whole mucous membrane of the fauces,

fo that the paflage to the nofe from the throat is

clofed up. The root of the tongue, too, is fuell-

ed and inflamed; and alio the mufcle that moves

the os hyoides. The febrile fymptoms at the fame

time are violent ; the pulfe being often one hun-

dred and forty. Both degluiition and refpiration

are impeded. The countenance of the patient is

fwelied,
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fwelled, and red ; his eyes are fomewhat inflam-

ed and prominent; and although he moves the

jaw with great difficulty, he is forced to keep his

mouth as open as poffihle in order to breathe. He
complains of pain in the ears and head. Some-

times, at this period of the difeafe, epiftaxis takes

place, followed by mitigation of the fymptoms.

In other cafes, the fame event fucceeds a fwel-

ling and redncfs of the fides of the neck. But

xnoft generally fmart rigors fupervene, and a large

abfcefs is formed in one or both tonfils. In fome

rare cafes, the matter being discharged into the

larynx occafions fudden fuffocation; but it is com-

monly evacuated into the cefophagus, after which

the inflammatory fymptoms gradually fubfide.

%diy, Inftead of the inflammation being confin-

ed to the fauces, as in the two former fpecies, it

is fometim.es extended downwards amongft the

mufcles of the larynx, and even along the mem-

brane invefting that canal. Where the mufcles

alone are affected, there is a conftant fenfe of fuf-

focation from the difficulty of opening the glottis;

at the fame time, the voice is fliarp and fhrill

;

and great pain is felt in the a& of fwallowing.

When the membrane inverting the larynx is in-

flamed, there is exceffive difficulty in breathing

and fpeaking, and the voice is flridulous. In this

fpecies of the difeafe, the fymptoms proceed with

fuch
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fuch rapidity, that the patient is \

four days either relieved by the inflammation ter-

biinating in refolation in fome places, and in fup-

poration in others; or is carried • fu (location

1 the difcharge of matter into the trachea, or

from the chink of the glottis being compleatly

clofed up.

In the feeond and third varieties, phrenitis, or

pneumonia, have been known to fupervene. The

difeafe very feldom terminates in gangrene.

The fymptomsonnflammatory fever diftinguifh

in general all the varieties of cynanche tonfillaris

from every other fpecies of fore throat. In fome

rare cafes, however, this criterion is not fufficient

to difcriminate it at the beginning from the angi-

na maligna. On fuch occafions, the appearance

of efRireicence on the furface of the body, the

previous hiftory of the patient, and above all the

nature of the prevailing epidemic, afford unequi-

vocal marks of the difference of the two fpecies.

The inflammation in the rirft variety is of a

mixed nature ; being feated in glandular bodies,

and in a membrane which, while it partakes of

the itru&ure of mucous membranes, and of the

cuticle, diners from borb in poffcfling part of that

mechanifm through which the fenfe of tafte is

conveyed. The tonfils and uvula have therefore

the phlegmonic fpecies of inflammation; while

the membrane of the fauces is affected probably

with
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with the eryfipelatous, altered fomewhat in its

phenomena by the peculiarity of ftru&ure of that

membrane. The Houghs ought perhaps to be con-

fidered either as fuppurations of the mucous folli-

cles, or of thofe glandular bodies which ferve to

tranfmit the fenfe of tafte.

In the fecond variety, the inflammation feems

to differ from the former only in degree and ex-

tent. It is indeed communicated to the root of

the tongue, and the mufcles of the oshyoides;

but this only aggravates the fymptoms.

The inflammation of the third variety, however,

is more complicated : for in it, as in the former

cafes, not only are the glandular parts, the mem-

brane of the fauces, and the mufcles of the os hy-

oides, affected ; but alfo the membrane lining the

larynx, (which is a mucous one) and perhaps the

fubftances which conned the cartilages of that

organ.

CASE of Cynanche Tonsillaris,

(xliv. 3.)

A carpenter, aged thirty-three years, of a tall

flature, pretty corpulent, and of a large lize, hav-

ing, as far as could be learned, been in good health,

returned home one evening during the cold fea-

1 fon

\
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Um very much intoxicated, and greatly heated,

both by the wine he had drank and by the fire at

which he had fat. Having become very icverifh,

and being affected with fore throat, a phyiician

was lent for the lame evening, and he was bled

in the arm. As the dileaie neverthelefs did not

abate, he wis in the morning brought into the

hofpital at Padua, where venefe&ion was repeat-

ed; but with To little effect, that in the evening it

was ag lin had recourfe to, a quantity of blood be-

ing drawn from his foot. On the morning of the

following day, the remedies, both external and

internal, which had been already ufed, and which

were (till employed, having failed to produce any

good effect, blood was again drawn from his arm,

and at noon from the uiblingual veins. The ju-

gular could not be opened agreeably to the wifli

of the physicians, as the patient could not bear

the poll ure neceffary for that operation. Not-

withstanding of all thefe means, the fymptoms

of fever and reftlefsnefs were not only not mo-

derated, but were even increafed ; and at the

fame time they were attended with difficulty of

fwallowing, fpeaking, and breathing. On the fol-

lowing day, (which was the third of the diforder)

he mentioned that he w7as affected with virulent

gonorrhoea, and that he had been troubled with

it for at leaft a fortnight. A vein in his. foot was

again opened on that day. The blood which had

Vol. I. E e hitherto
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hitherto been drawn had never had any cruft on

its furface, but was fomewhat hard, and contain-

ed a fmall proportion of ferum. His neck was a

little fwelled, but not his face, which was not even

red. Within two hours after the lad venefedlion,

although the pulfe ftill continued ftrong, the pa-

tient himfelf was fenfible of his approaching diflb-

lution, which actually took place about noon of

the fame day ; though it happened in fuch a man-

ner, that it appeared to the attendants to have

been occafioned by accident : for having called

for the gargle which he ufed, and having perhaps

put, unguardedly, fome more of it into his mouth

than he intended, he inftantly expired, as if he

had been fuffocated by the fluid.

Appearances on 'DiffecHon.

Abdomen. Nothing uncommon appeared with-

in the abdominal cavity ; except a globular body,

placed near the edge, of the mefentery, which re-

fembled very much, in form, in colour, and in

lize, one of the largeft eggs that project from the

ovarium of a boiled hen. This wras nothing elfe

than fat, of a more yellow colour than the reft of

the fat of the body : it was included within a

lingle membrane, in the form of a fpherical blad-

der, having no intervening membranous lamellae

as far as could be obferved. The ftate of the ure-

thra was examined, in confequence of the pa-

tients having confeffed himfelf affected with go-

norrhoea.
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norrhoea. Tlie proitate gland would have ap-

peared larger thao ordinary, bad nor the penis

alfo been of a large fize, as if generally is in a

large body. The predate, the caruncle, (he ve-

ficuhe feminales, and every other part within the

urethra, except the internal furface of that canal,

which feemed to be fomewhat more moiil and

more red than ufual, were in a natural (late. One

of Couper's glands was wanting, a circumftance not

very uncommon : the fubftance of the other was

changed into a hard, firm, ligamentous-like body.

Thorax. The lungs were neither turgid nor

inflamed, but were perfectly found. The mem-

branes, however, which inveft thefe organs, like

other membranes in this body, refilled the knife

more than ufual. The left lobe of the lungs was

clofely connected to the pleura, but the right was

perfectly free. The pericardium contained a lit-

tle red coloured fluid. This was not tinged in con-

fequence of direction ; for, as it was congealed

by the cold, it plainly appeared to be internally

of a red colour. Within the heart, which was

uncommonly large, being out of proportion to the

body, (and it too was large) neither polypi nor

any thing unufual were found. A fmall quantity of

black blood only, which was neither too fluid nor

too much coagulated, was feen within it. The

aorta, from the valves at its origin quite to the ce-

liac artery, exhibited many marks of difeafe ; for

E e 2 here
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here and there a few fpots, which were not of a

bony hardnefs, were perceived on its internal fur-

face. Internally, too, except in the feat of thefd

fpots, its furface was no where whitifh, but of a

red brown colour : neither was it fmooth and

fhining, as it generally is, but unequal, from fmall

and thin excrefcences, of a red brown colour,

both externally and internally, and of various

forms and fizes. The largefl of thefe might have

been covered with a lupin, the form of which it

much refembled. When looked at, they appear-

ed to be of a foft confidence ; but when' cut into,

they were found to be as compact and firm as the

parietes of the vefTel. This difeafed ftate was

much more considerable in proportion as the ar-

tery approached the heart. But it did not extend,

neither to the carotids, nor to the fubcbvians, nor

even below the celiacs ; under which too the ap-

pearance of white fpots became gradually lefs and

lefs. The parietes of the artery were alfo harder

than ufual. The fourth finus of Yalfalva was ob-

viouily larger than natural, though not in a very

great degree. The feptum of the auricles of the

heart had its furface next the pulmonary vein

marked with parallel furrows, which were not very

flight.

Head and Neck. The veflels of the brain,

both externally and internally, and not only with-

in the ventricles, but alfo in different places with-

in
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in the medullary fubflance, were diftended with

blood. Thole vcilcls which crept through the

left iide of the pia mater were more particularly

diftended. That membrane, like the other mem-

branes of this body, w hen cut into, gave more than

I refiftance. The lateral ventricles contained

a fmall quantity of bloody-like fluid. The tongue

was thicker than ufual ; the vcilels upon its fupe-

rior furface, from the bafts towards its apex, were

certainly enlarged in their diameters from the in-

eluded blood. The uvula and the velum pendulum

palati were found. The membrane inverting the

tonfils was confiderably thickened, as it contained

a quantity of yellow coloured ierum which refem-

bled yellow jelly. The tonfils themfelves were

fwelled, and more efpecially the left one, which

was harder than the other, and from which, when

prelTed upon or cut^into, fome pus was expelled.

The cartilages and mufchs proper to the larynx

were perfectly found ; but the membrane invert-

ing that canal was difeafed both externally and in-

ternally. Internally it was a little redder than u-

fual, as was alfo the contiguous part of the afpera

arteria. It was fomewhat fwelled too, but fo

(lightly that the chink of the glottis did not ap-

pear to be thereby ftraitened. The fame mem-
brane, where it covered the epiglottis, both on

the concave, convex, and lateral fuifaces of that

organ, was fwelled, and in fome parts was of a fld-

1 rid
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rid red colour, in others of a brown red. Thefe

appearances were lefs confpicuous on the concave

furface than elfewhere, and on it were confined to

the third part of its extent. When cut into, they

were found to proceed from a collection of blood

and ferum which diitended the membrane and the

contiguous glandular bodies only. On the con-

vex furface, thefe fluids feemed to have begun in

part to be coverted into pus. Befides, the fame

membrane externally, where it covered the larynx

on the back part, together with the glandular bo-

dies enveloped by it, were affected with confidera-

ble inflammation, efpecially towards the fides. On
each fide, the membrane projected in form of a

protuberance nearly of the thicknefs of one's lit-

tle finger. Thefe- protuberances proceeding from

the neighbourhood of the balls of the cricoid car-

tilage, and converging in their afcent, reached

fomewhat above the arytenoid cartilages. They

were totally unconnected with thofe cartilages,

and with the fuperior part of the larynx, although

they adhered to the remaining and inferior part of

that canal. Thefe bodies were like two inflamed

condylomata, refembling in form and colour the

appearance of the epiglottis already defcribed, ex-

cept that they were of a deeper florid red colour,

and had lefs of the brown taint. When differed,

they were found to confift of the membrane and

its glands diftended with efiufed blood and ferum.

The
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The fwelling was mod coofiderable on th • left G le,

which it has been remarked was the fide princi-

pally a fleeted.

CAUSES of Cynanciie Tonsillaris.

Predisponent Cause. Befuies the predifpofi-

tion to general inflammatory complaints, it ap-

pears that fome local affedlion of the parts predif-

pofes to inflammation of the throat ; for it is ob-

ferved that fome perfons are wonderfully liable to

it. Men it has been alledged are more fubjecr. to

this complaint than women. After the throat

has been once inflamed, there exifts always a

great predifpontion to a return of the inflammation.

Exciting Causes. The exciting caufes com-

monly enumerated are, violent exercife of the or-

gans of the voice, and the fuJden or long conti-

nued application of cold to the throat, or to fome

other part of the body. Hence the difeafe occurs

mod frequently during viciflitudes from heat to

cold in the flate of the weather, at which time it

is often epidemic. Common inflammatory fore

throat is never communicated by contagion.

REMARKS
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REMAPvKS on the Case of Cynanche Tonsil-

laris.

The preceding cafe is a well marked example

of the third variety of cynanche tonfillaris.

The feat of the difeafe is fo accurately pointed

out by the defcription of the appearances on dif-

fedtion, that any additional obfervations are unne-

cefTary.

Confidering the flate of the vefTels within the

cranium, it is a very remarkable circumfiance that

delirium did not take place previous to- death.

SECT. III. PNEUMONIA; or, Inflammation

of the Pleura and Lungs.

INFLAMMATION of the pleura and lungs* is

indicated, if along with inflammatory fever there

be pain in fome part of the thorax attended with

cough, and difficulty of breathing. The difeafe

is termed, Pneumonia, or Pleurify, Peripneumo-

ny, Pneumonic Inflammation, &c.

This

* A moft accurate defcription of this difeafe is contained

Dr. Cullen's Firft Lines, p. 334. et feq.

in
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This il'n monly nflierctl in by (hi

ing, fucceeded by the afual fymptomg of infl

w houi which pain in

art of the thorax, cough, and difficulty

of breatl p rvene. The patient, at the lame

lied and livid, and is ex-

;y relllefs and anxious* If he have any

fhort Humbert, they are interrupted by frightful

ms. The pulfe is generally frequent, full,

rig, and hard.

The pain is commonly fevere and pungent. It

is feated moil often in one part, viz. about the

middle of the fixth or feventh rib on either fide.

It mod frequently continues fixed.

The cough is more or lefs violent. It conftant-

ly aggravates the paii/. At the beginning it is

fometimes dry, but mod generally it is attended

: the expectoration of pellucid or frothy mu-

cus.

'ng is moft difficult and painful in

the act of infpiration. It is rendered more unea-

iy by pofture, particularly when lying on the

pained fide.

Such are the general fymptoms of the difeafe,

but a ccnfiderabie variety in this refpedfc is ob-

ferved.
r

ih Li's, in fome cafes, it fteals on with-

out being preceded by well marked figns of in-

flammatory fever; there having been no rigors

nor exceilive heat, and the pulfe being Mt^ and

Vol. I. Ff fmaUi
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fmall, inftead of hard and full. The pain, too, is

fometimes dull inftead of pungent, or the fenfa-

tion of oppreffive weight rather than of pain is

felt.

Much variety in the (late of the fymptoms is

alfo obferved, even in cafes where the difeafe is

clearly indicated at the beginning. Sometimes,

for example, the pulfe is full and foft; at other

times fmall and oppreiTed ; the pain extends from

its original feat to other parts, as from the fide to

the fcapula, or from the fternum to the clavicle

;

and the breathing is mod eafy when lying on the

pained fide, or on the back.

After thefe fymptoms have continued in a

greater or lefs degree for fome days, they are ei-

ther mitigated or become rapidly much aggravat-

ed, or continue ftationary for a great many days.

In the firft cafe, hacmorrhagy from the nofe, or

from the feat of piles takes place ; or a profufe

fweat breaks out over the whole body, or there is

a copious expectoration of thick yellow matter

tinged with blood, or a very great difcharge of

loaded urine, or, it has been fiid, a large evacua-

tion of bilious matter by flool. Sometimes two

or more of thefe critical difcharges concur, as fweat

and expectoration, or the hcemorrhagy and loaded

urine. That fluid has in fome jcafes a white or pu-

rulent appearance. Sometimes, too, the fymp-

toms
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torn* are mitigated by an eryfipelatoiM eruption

in an exl *rnal pari body.

In the fecond cafe, no exp n a pp. i

is fuddenly checked, or only frothy mucus is

.1 up. The difficulty of breathing, pain in

. and anxiety, continue to

e. The features link, the pulfe becomes

quick, fmall, and even intermitting. Deli-

rium iuccceded by coma, and fubfultus tendinum

fupetvenes. Partial f;veats break forth, followed

by coidnefs of the extremities; and death, or fud-

den fuffocation, happens. Sometimes too all thefe

fymptoms are preceded by a temporary remif-

fian, which impofes on the patient and attendants.

In the third cafe, there is only a partial miti-

gation of the fymptoms, (or rather there is no in-

creafe in their violence) until about the four-

teenth day, when the pain ceafes ; but the diffi-

culty of breathing and quicknefs of the pulfe con-

tinue. Slight fniverings, fucceeded by heat, foon

after occur; and then the cough is found to be

aggravated on the leafh motion, and the patient

cannot lie on that fide which was formerly free

from pain. Great debility and emaciation of the

body enfue, which terminate in hectic fever and

phthifis pulmonalis ; or, after a great quantity of

matter has been difcharged from the lungs, the

patient gradually recovers good health; or, what

often happens, he is fuddenly futTocated. There

F f 1 is
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is alio in this cafe another variety : for after the

fourteenth day, along with difficulty of breathing,

increafed by the flighted motion and cough, the

patient is unable to lie on either fide; he feels a

weighty fenfation above the diaphragm, and the

noife of fluid within the chelt may be heard, or

fluctuation even may be felt. Such cafes gene-

rally end in fufloe at ion.

Pneumonic inflammation occurs mod common-

ly during viciifitudes of the weather from heat to

ccld, and confequently is mod prevalent during

fpring and autumn.

It attacks chiefly thole in whom the inflamma-

tory diathefls is ftrongly marked. No period of

of life after puberty i? exempt from it; but it mod
generally occurs between the twentieth and th

fortieth year.

The feat of this difeafe is commonly flrfl in the

pleura, and from that communicated to ihe fub-

dance of the lungs. Mod authors before Dr.

Cullen imagined that fometimes the inflammation

was confined to the pleura lining the ribs, and

fometimes it began in the parenchimatous druc-

ture of the lungs, from whence it was extended to

the pleura inverting thofe organs. The former of

thefe cafes was ftyled Pleuritis, and was laid to be

diflinguifhed from the latter (which was called

Peripneumony) by the pulfe being very hard and

teufe, and the pain acute and pungent. But as

this
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this diftinclion did not fecm to Dr, C 1 be

irmedby the appearances on diflection, nor t'>

be ufeful for pra&ical purpofes, he wifhed ic t

laid .

"

If the reafons urged by him in fi

bort objection to the old divifion required

any add , weight, the following hiftories

id amply afford it: for there is not a fingle

, amid ft the gre.it number detailed, which can

perly be called pleuritis; the lungs having

been alfeded in every inftance.

When pneumonic inflammation terminates in

the firft way defcribed, the phenomena clearly

flicvv that refolution had taken place, or that

eifufed fluid had been evacuated.

The appearances on duTection, where it ends in

the fecond manner, prove that either fuch a quan-

tity of lymph andferum, and fometimes even blood,

had been effuled, as had choaked up the air cells of

the lungs ; or that the whole fubftance of the

lungs had undergone fuch a change as to be indu-

rated, and to have the cells much ftraitened, which

is occafioned by a great number of minute velfels

throughout the cellular ftruclure being much dis-

tended with blood.

The third termination depends upon fuppura-

ration within the fubftance of the lungs, or an ex-

udation into the cavity of the chelt from the fur-

face of the pleura having taken place. In the for-

mer cafe, the matter is fometimes deep-feated, and

fometimes
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fometimes fuperficial. It is fometimes coughed up,

at other times it is abforbed into the fyftem ; but

moil frequently it burfts fuddenly into the air cells,'

and fuffbcates the patient. This conftitutes what

is termed Vomica. In the latter cafe, which is

named Empyema, the effufed fluid is in fome rare

inftances re-abforbed ; but mod generally it is in

fuch quantity as to opprefs the lungs, by which the

refpiration is more and more impeded, till at lad

fuffocaticn enfues.

From thefe ohfervations it is evident that in-

flammation of the pleura, like that of other organs

compofed of cellular itrudture and diaphanous

membranes, terminates in refolution, fuppuration,

or exudation, fingly or combined. But it is to be

remarked, that it has alfo a different termination

from the inflammation of other parts : for the eflii-

iion which often precedes refolution as well as

fuppuration fometimes proves fatal.

In fome rare cafes, there is an effufion of pure

blood into the thorax, and in others the inflamma-

tion ends in gangrene *.

CASES

* The author of thefe remarks did not think it necefTary to give

a more minute detail of pneumonic inflammation, and of the ap-

pearances on difltction, as both are fo very fully explained in the

|uftoiies of the following
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3 of Pni :•: InflammaTl

^ C a s r L (xx. 16.)

. i tied wom a n , a gc el t wen ty yea rs , was

affected with pain, fipft in the left, and afterwards

;ie right iide of the thorax, along with cough.

She could not lie upon the right fide. During the

night (lie became delirious, and was affected with

convulfions in fuch a maaner that fome of her

limbs remained contracted. In this fituation me
died.

appearances wn Dijfe&ion.

Abdomen. The colon, \ery much diftended

With air, after having reached the ftomach, pro-

ceeded in a ftraight Mne to below the middle of

the belly ; from whence it was immediately re-

flected towards the fuperior part of that cavity,

and then followed its natural courfe. The ap-

pendicula vermiformis, of the thicknefs of a goofe

quill, and eight inches in length, lay in an oblique

direction towards the right kidney. All the other

Vifcera were in a natural ftate.

Thorax. The right lobe of the lungs was

fomewhat inflamed, efpectally at the poftericr part,

The left lobe, which everywhere adhered to the

pleura lining the ribs and diaphragm, in fuch a

manner
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manner that it could not be feparated without la-

ceration, was very red. The heart contained no

polypous concretion ; but in each ventricle black

clotted blood was found. It was alfo thick and

black in the veflels, but neverthelefs it was in a

fluid date.

Head. The brain was very found, though it

contained about its bafis a fuiall quantity of ferous

fluid.

Case II. (xx. 22.)

Ak old man, of about fixty years of age, was

affected with pain in the right fide cf the thorax,

He was alfo feverifh ; and had a cough, attended

with expectoration. He lay with moll eafe upon

his back. The expectoration had become more

copious ; but on the tenth day, after venefection

had been performed, it was fupprefTed. On the

eleventh day he died.

appearances on Direction.

Thorax. The left lobe of the lungs, although

it adhered everywhere to the pleura, was found.

The right lobe, on the contrary, although uncon-

nected with the pleura, was on its pofterior part fo

much inflamed as to refemble in its fubflance folid

flefh. Two polypous concretions, nearly fimilar

to each other, one in each ventricle, were found

in the heart.

2 Case



INFLAMMATIONS. 133

Case III. (xx. 24.)

A man, of about forty years of age, who had

long laboured under two berate, became affected

with a pain in the thorax, and difficult refpiration.

At the beginning of the difeafe he lay moil eafily

on the right fide, and after that on the left; but

he could by no means lie upon the back. He
expectorated much matter. He was obliged to

hold his neck erect, in order to breathe. On the

tenth day he died.

Appearances on Dijeclion.

Abdomen. The cavity of the tunica vagina-

lis tettis was filled with ferous fluid; and from that

coat itfelf fome drops of ferum could be prefled

out. This conftituted, on one fide, a hydrocele.

Upon the other fide there was a varicofe produc-

tion of the veins of the fcrotum, which reprefent-

ed pretty exactly the figure of a chain. Thus

whit appeared to be hernias, were in fact a hydro-

cele and ciifocele.

Thorax. Both lobes of the lungs adhered to

the pleura ; in fuch a manner, however, that they

could be feparated without laceration. At the

parts next the back they were inflamed, and much
indurated. The pericardium contained no fluid.

In the heart three polypous concretions were ob-

ferved. One of thefe was in the left ventricle

:

Vol. I. G g the
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the remaining two were thicker, and of a firmer

fubftance ; and were placed, one in the right

ventricle, and the other in the correfponding au-

ricle.

Case IV. (xx. 26.)

A man, aged fifty years, who had from his

birth been of a brownifh complexion and atrabi-

lious temperament, and who had been much ad-

dicted to venery, became affected with difficult

refpiration, like what is occalioned by catarrh.

His difeafe having gradually increafed in violence,

he was in about a month compelled to confine

himfelf to bed. His voice was fhrill and loud.

He had a copious expectoration of watery matter.

His refpiration was exceedingly difficult, attended

with a fcnfe of ftrangulation in the throat; and

he lay with great difficulty on either fide, but with

mod difficulty on the left, his breathing being then

more uneafy. His refpiration at laft became pant-

ing; nor could he breathe unlefs his neck was

erect. In the progrefs of the difeafe the copious

watery expectoration was changed into a fmall

quantity of thick, vifcid, {linking matter, and his

refpiration grew eafier; but the fenfe of fuffoca-

tion ft. ill remained. The fever was always flight.

At length he died.

Appearances
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^ ippfi \ram cs n 1

)

.'//.'
1 / io n.

Abdo.mkn. The fpleen 1 ind everywhere

connected to the neighbouring parts l.\v inters n-

ing membranes \ its arteries were in a cartiia

lous itate. In the right fide of the icrotum a hy-

Brot obferved. This was occalioned by a

quantity of watery fluid which was collected be-

tween the tunica albuginea and the teflis. Whea
that membrane was comprefTed, efpecially at the

fide of the large blood-veifels, fome limpid drops

of fluid flowed out. When this fluid was expofed

to a ilrong heat, it became coagulated into a very-

white fubilance : when placed over a gentle fire,

it was gradually evaporated, and left behind it

marks of lymph.

Thorax. The right lobe of the lungs differed

little from its natural Hate. The left adhered at

every point to the pleura : its fub (lance was indu-

rated and inflamed. In each ventricle of the heart

u polypous concretion was feen ; and, contrary to

the obfervation of Valfalva, that in the left ven-

tricle was the largeft. It was not allowed to exa-

mine the fauces, where perhaps the principal dif-

eafe lay.

Case V. (xx. '

:
~

D .)

A xMan, aged forty years, of a lean habit of bo-

dy, who had begun nearly two years before to

G g 2 complain
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complain of a pain, more or lefs violent at different

times, about his flomach, together with hardnefs

at that part, fometimes attended with a iimple di-

arrhoea; and who had lately been affected with a

flow continued fever, which lafted for fix or feven

months, and reduced him much, was feized with

an acute pricking pain in the left part of the tho-

rax. He Lr*y with great difficulty on that fide,

though he could eafily lie on the other. He had

cough, and at the beginning a little expectora-

tion. The expectoration having ceafed, he died

on the tenth day after the firfr attack of the

pain in the thorax.

appearances on Diffetlion.

Thorax. The fuperior portion of the left lobe

of the lungs had entirely degenerated into a hard

tumor, comprefTing on all fides the neighbouring

parts, and connected with the pleura in fome pla-

ces by fmall filaments. The pleura itfelf was in-

flamed. The right lobe, although it adhered fo

ilrongly to the pleura that it could fcarcely be fe-

parated without laceration, was perfectly found.

A moderate quantity of watery fluid was found

within the pericardium. The ventricles of the

heart contained polypous concretions. That in

the left, which wab very fmall, extended into the

aorta; that in the right, which was larger, was

continued into the pulmonary artery.

Case
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C A S 1 VI (XX!. 4.)

An old man, icventy lour years of age, of a low

flaturc of body, who ufed to go about \1cU1alling

houfes ; alter having been for fevera! yean fubjecl

to inflammation of the lungs, at lafl died in the

hofpital of Padua, on the eighth day, of a difeafe

©f that kind. The particular fymptoms of the

cafe could not be accurately learned ; but there

was no doubt that no mark of diteafed heart, fuch

as deliquia, palpitations, or irregularities of the

pulfe, had been obferved.

appearances on Dijfeclion.

Thorax. The lungs were univerfally connect-

ed with the pleura. The upper part of the right

lobe was indurated, and of a blackith colour. The

fanguiferous veifels of the fame lobe were very

clofely connected with the bronchia; and one of

thefe vefiels was much dilated to the extent of

fome fingers breadth, after which it became of its

ordinary fize. The trunk of the bronchial artery,

where it arifes from the aorta, was nearly three

times larger than ufual. A tubercle> of the fize

and form of an ordinary cherry, appeared on the

poflerior part of the left ventricle of the heart, at

the diftance of two fingers breadth from the apex.

One half of this tubercle projected above the fur-

face, and the other half was buried within the

fubitance
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fubftance of the heart. It refembled one of thole

hydatids which are feen in other organs, as the

lungs or kidneys, and are fo placed as to jut out-

wards. When punctured with the knife, it dif-

charged a little watery fluid, but a more turbid

fluid remained. When the tubercle was fully o-

pened, this was forced out along with a fmall

membrane, in which there were fome white mu-

cous fubftances, together with a particle of a ten-

dinous hardnefs. This fmall membrane feemedto

ferve as the inner coat of the tubercle ; for, exter-

nally another coat, which wT
as thick and white,

and rough and unequal on the infide, furrounded

it entirely. This coat was quite found, as were

alfo the parts adjoining to the tubercle. The left

auricle cf the heart was much longer than ufual.

On the internal furface of the aorta, efpecially at

its arch, and near the heart, numerous bony valves

were obferved ; but, behind the femilunar valves

the beginnings only of fuch fcales appeared. Some

more of thefe fcales were feen in other parts of that

veffel, even as far as the origin of the coeliac.

Case VII. (lxx. io.)

An old woman having been affected with inflam-

mation of the lungs, together with diarrhoea, died.

Appeara?ices on Dijfeclion.

Abdomen. Each ovarium, and more efpecial-
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]y the right cac, was of a white colour, and very

much enlarged ; and appeared of a knotty tex-

ture, from tubercles or hydatids, fomc of which

were larger than the others, and were filled with

watery fluid, which fpouted out from them when

they were cut into. The Fallopian tubes were

totally unconnected with the ovaria, and were in

a natural llate. The internal furface of the fun-

dus uteri was of a red colour, inclining to black,

in confequence of blood which lay under it in

feveral place?. When the uterus was external-

ly prcfTed upon, in order to force out that blood,

the internal furface was found to be fo flaccid that

it was torn. When the poflerior crural nerve wTas

feparated into two portions, in a longitudinal di-

rection, which was done by the finger alone, a

veifel of the diameter of the twelfth part of an

inch, filled with blood, appeared amongft its fibres,

almoil in a direction parallel to them, lituated

near the axis of the nerve. The internal coat of

the urethra was quite black, from its veilels (which

lay longitudinally on it, and parallel to each o-

ther) being much diftended. This blacknefs be-

came greater towards the meatus ; that part was

flabby, and allowed a relaxed portion of the in-

ternal membrane to be prolapfed without it on

the right fide. The bladder was in a found ftate:

the two protuberating bodies which proceed from

the
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the ureters, appeared meeting nearly at an angle,

at the diftance of a finger's breadth from the ori-

fice of the bladder. No mark of the roundifh bo-

dy, called uvula, could be diftinguifhed, neither

about the orifice of the bladder, nor in the fpace

between it and the infertion of the ureters, nor

in the contiguous part of the urethra.

Thorax. The inferior lobe of the lungs, on

the right fide, which was very large and heavy,

adhered ftrongly to the pleura. When cut into,

its fubitance was found to refemble that of a boil-

ed liver. The heart was very large in proportion

to the ftature of the woman, which was of a mo-

derate fize. This was not owing to the thinnefs

or extenfion of its parietes, for they were of the

ordinary thicknefs, or rather were thicker than

ufual. The columnar, as well as the fafciculi of

the ventricles, and the fafciculi of the auricles,

were uncommonly thick. The orifices of the co-

ronary arteries exceeded the fixth part of an inch

in diameter ; and the artery which lay next them

on one fide, called arteria adipofa, had alfo an

orifice which was not very fmall. Within the

left auricle, befides feveral moderate fized mouths

of vefTels, one as large as that of the coronary

arteries juft ftated, appeared open. On cutting

into the veflel to which it belonged, it was ob-

ferved that two or three fmall veins returning the

blood from the parietes of the auricle, ran into it.

i The
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The ventricles were full of polypous concretions.

The aorta on the right fide, where it begins to

defcend, had its internal furface unequal, as it

projected inwardly, and contained between its

Coats a iubftance of a bony hardnefs, which might

6 been covered by the nail of one's thumb.

Below the two upper pair of the inferior intercof-

tal arteries, inftead of the three fuccefllve pairs

which fliould have appeared, a fingle veffel wa9

at each of the places fent off from the middle of

the aorta. Thefe were neither of a larger lize

than ufual, nor were they immediately divided

into two branches* which commonly is the cafe,

when one veffel is fent off inftead of a pair; for

each extended as a fingle trunk for the fpace of a

finger's breadth at leaft. The diaphragm had in-

ftead of one foramen, for allowing the tranfmiilion

of the vena cava, two foramina divided from each

•ther by a thin partition.

Case VIII. (xxi. 35.)

A man, of a middle age, and healthy habit

of body, rather lean than fat, by trade a ftone~

cutter, having been affected firft with fever, and

immediately after with acute pricking pain in the*

left fide, and fuch a loofe ftate of the bowels that

he had within twenty-four hours eight fluid (tools*

which were not of a yellowifli colour, nor difcharg-

Vol. I. H h ed
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ed with any uneafinefs, fucceeded by an oppreffive

pain in the thorax, was on the fifth day of the dif-

eafe brought into the hofpital of Bologna, having

had no affiftance while in his own houfe. He was

bled ; and the blood drawn was exceedingly thick,

but exhibited no buffy cruft. Along with the

fymptoms already enumerated, which continued

to the lait, he expectorated fome matter tinged

with blood, but the expectoration was not of long

duration. At length, on the eleventh day, he

grew confufed in his mind, and fome what deliri-

ous, and his pulfe, which before had been tenfe

and not intermitting, having become impercepti-

ble, he died.

Appearances on Diffeciion.

Abdomen, The colon, being fomewhat drf-

tended with air, appeared immediately on open-

ing the belly. From the middle of that portion,

which is generally extended acrofs the belly, it

turned downwards to the umbilicus \ from whence

it again mounted upwards, but not very high : in

other refpects it was in a natural Hate. Some parts

cf the fmall interlines appeared as if inflamed.

The liver was, boih externally and internally, of

a pale colour. The gall-bladder was almoft emp-

ty, as it contained but a very few drops of bile,

that tinged paper, over which it was fpread, of

a dirty yellow brown colour. The fpleen was lar-

ger and more flabby than ufual.

Thorax*
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Thorax. The chefl contained no fluid. Both

lobes of the lungs were on the anterior part tur-

gid, and were there both of a natural colour and

confidence; but, on the lower and posterior fuf-

facc, and in the left iide on the whole lateral fur-

face, they were clofely connected to the parietcs

of the thorax. The pleura, wherever the lungs

adhered, was unequal in its furface : towards the

back it was blackiih, and on the left fide was

thickened, and was of an unnatural colour. The

diaphragm, both on its mufcuhr and tendinous

parts to which the lungs had adhered, was of a

reddifh brown colour, and had its blood-veflels

much more diilincr than common. The lungs

were very heavy : they were black on their whole

pofterior and lower furface, and the blacknefs pe-

netrated their internal ftruclure, which was coin-

pad and fomevvhat hardened. On the left fide a

confiderable portion of their fubftance was found

to be more indurated and more compact; while

on the anterior part, efpecially on the right fide,

it was of a foft thin confidence, and when cut in-

to appeared of a rofe colour. The pericardium

contained a little more fluid than ufual. The vef-

fels on the furface of the heart, efpecially on the

flat furface, were turgid with blood. Both the

vena cava and the right auricle were alfo diftend-

ed with blood. The blood was exceedingly black ;

and contained no polypous concretions, (and none

H h 2 appeared
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appeared, neither in the ventricles of the heart,

nor in any of the vefTels) nor aim oft any coagula-

ted fubftance of any kind.

Case IX. (xx. 5r.)

A young man above twenty years of age, who

had previoufly been affecled with chronic fever,

was feized with acute fever, attended with pain

of the breaft, difficulty of breathing, and the ex-

pecloration of a fmall quantity of matter tinged

with the colour of blood. During the firft days of

the difeafe he lay for the moft part on his left fide;

and during the latter days he lay conftantly on

that fide. About the fixteenth day he died.

Appearances on T>iJffclion.

Abdomen. The fpleen was three times larger

than uiual.

Thorax. The left lobe of the lungs was fo

much fwelled, that it filled entirely the cavity in

which it was placed. It was univerfaily indura-

ted and inflamed, and adhered everywhere to the

pleura. That membrane being of a reddifti co-

lour, exhibited marks of incipient inflammation.

The pericardium was not only filled, but alfomuch

diflended, with a fluid like cow-milk whey, which

had depofited feme concretions on the furface of

the heart. A polypous concretion, of a very fmall

lize, and very flaccid, was found in each ventricle

of the heart : that in the right was the largeft.

Branches
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Branches of thefe polypi extended into the arte-

ries, auricles, and veins : thofc in the veins w

the larger.

Case X. (xxi. 19.)

A butcher, aged feventy-eight years, of a tall

flature and of a fallow complexion, who at other

times had been troubled with the expectoration

of bloody mutter, had for four days felt an inter-

nal acute pricking pain a little below the left

breaft ; when he was, on that account, admitted

into the hcfpital cf Bologna. His pulfe was very

irregular, intermitted often, was quick and feeble.

He had frequent cough, attended with a found

nearly refembling the barking of a dog. The

matter which he expectorated was thick, and con-

tained polypous like fubftances of a white colour.

His refpiration was difficult; and he could only

lie on his back. Eight ounces of blood were

drawn on the day of his admiflion into the hofpi-

tal, namely, the fifth day of the difeafe. A yel-

low cruft, two inches deep, of a very firm confif-

tence, and marked with livid fpots on its external

furface which was hollow, appeared on the top of

the blood. The crafTamentum below the cruft

was melted down into a number of little lumps.

It contained no more than a fingle fpoonful of fe-

rum, which was turbid. Blood afterwards was

feen
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feen on the expectorated matter. The fymptoms

not having been in the lead alleviated, venefection

was again performed on the feventh day. Thecruft

of the blood then drawn was thin ; the ferum, which

was of a golden colour, was in proper proportion,

and the crafTumentum, was of the natural confid-

ence. On the eighth day, the expectoration hav-

ing become diminifhed, and the other fymptomg

having continued, he could no longer fpeak, but

turned himfelf on the right fide, in which fituation

he died in a placid manner, without any ftertor.

appearances on JDiJfeclion.

Abdomen. The abdomen was raifed into a

flaccid and ilightly livid tumour, at the right ileum;

this was found to proceed from the colon being

at that part much didended with air. Another

tumour, of a fmall fize, appeared in the left groin.

It confided of the inguinal gland, which meafured

one inch in thicknefs, one and a half in breadth,

and two in length. When cut into, the greateft

part of its fubftance had a natural appearance;

the remainder, however, was of a whitifh colour,

and feemed to confift of fmall round particles.

The fcrotum was fwelled on both fides, but efpe-

cially on the left ; and in the lower part of the

right fide was of a red colour. It contained three

iweilings. The firft of thefe appeared on the left

fide, at the fuperior part of the tedicle, and con-

fided of a facculus, extending from the cavity of

the
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the abdomen, and containing nothing but a long

told of the omentum, which was rugous, and could

be ealilv drawn forward. Not only the rugous ap-

pearance, but alio the uncommon convolutions of

•the ileum more efpecially, and of the colon too in

lbme refpects, obferred in the belly, clearly proved

that this facculus had been at other times diftend-

ed with a prolapfed inteftine. What conftituted

the other two fwellings, was a collection of yel-

low watery fluid within the tunica vaginalis teftis

on each fide. That coat was thickened. This

fluid was fuppofed to have been efFufed from a

ruptured hydatid; and a fmall thick veficle, al-

ready almofl folid, and of a flefhy colour, append-

ing by a peduncle from the tunica albuginea, where

it invefts the body of the tefticle near the large

bulb of the epidydimis, feemed to form the remains

of that hydatid. The veficulae feminales, and

more efpecially the vefTels which return the blood

from them, were larger than ufual ; but they ap-

peared to be in an incipient varicofe ftate, in con-

fequence of the fwellings already defcribed, rather

than to have been enlarged from the falacious dif-

pofition of the man : for the prepuce, without any

mark of previous difeafe, was contracted before the

glans, jult as it is in young men who have never

had any connection with women.

Thorax. The right lobe of the lungs was eve-

ry where connected ftrongly to the pleura, from

which
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which however it could be eafily feparated with*

out laceration, except at its fuperior part. At
that part it was blended with the pleura, and

within its fubftance which was of a livid black

colour, it contained a number of fmall round cells,

each furrounded with its own proper covering, in*

ternally fmooth, and almoft empty, and having

no outlet as far as could be obferved. Thefe ap-

peared to be the marks of an old difeafe. When
this part of the lungs was cut into, a fmell re-

fembling that of four whey, or of the breath of

children affected with worms, was perceived. The

upper part of the left lobe was not difeafed, ex-

cept that it contained too great a proportion of

ferous fluid. But its lower portion was heavy,

red, and indurated like the fubftance of the liver.

It adhered here and there to the pleura, and in

different places was covered with broad white

fubilances like mucous membranes. The furface

of the diaphragm next the lobe was covered with

a fmiilar membrane, only that it was red, and

lay under a little turbid ferum. Both thefe mem-

branes were readily feparated without injuring the

furface of the lungs or diaphragm. The pleura

inverting the parietes of the thorax and the dia-

phragm, alfo, was not only of the hardnefs of car-

tilage or bone, but even confifted here and there

of thin bony laminae. From its internal furface,

and efpecially at the parts occupied by the bony

i laminae,
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laminae, numerous tubercular bodies, of a

bemifpherical form, and of the Qze of a vetch, pro-

jected. All thefe appearan< (Irongly

marked on the right, than on the left fid •. la

no parr was the pleura red or inflamed. Within

the pericardium a moderate quantity of reddifh,

coloured watery fluid was obferved. I he right

ventricle of the he led a large fmooth

polypous concretion of a flefhy colour, extending

into the neighbouring auricle ; and alfo one of a

round form and thicker confidence, which went

into the pulmonary artery. A limilar polypus

was, feen flretching into the aorta from the left

ventricle ; and a very fmall one, not unlike an

incruftation, lay in the left auricle. In both

ventricles of the heart, and in the aorta, there

was alfo fome black half-ccagulated blood.

Case XI. (xxi. 2.)

A woman affecled with peripneumony, attend-

ed with irregularity of the pulie, died in the hof-

pital of Bologna.

Appearances on ^Dijfeclion.

Abdomen. In the gall-bladder, there were

two black calculi, of a pretty hard confidence,

approaching to the form of a cube, and of an un-

equal fize, but neither of them were fmall.

Thorax. The fubitance of tue lun^s was as

Vol. I. 1 i compact
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compact as that of the liver. The pericardium

contained a large quantity of fluid. The greateft

part of the external furface of the heart appeared

at firffc fight to be corroded ; but that was not the

cafe ; for irregular concretions adhering to it

formed that appearance. Thefe were readily re-

moved ; and then the furface of the heart was

found quite fmooth and found. To the internal

furface of the pericardium, other concretions of

the fame nature, but totally unconnected with

the former, adhered. It was therefore probable,

that all thefe concretions were formed from the

fluid contained in the pericardium. Large white

polypous concretions, which were not of a very

firm confidence, were found in the ventricles of the

heart and in the right auricle.

Case XII. (xx. 3.)

A man, aged forty years, who had, on account

of a flight wound in his leg, been for a confidera-

ble time in the hofpital at Bologna, where he had

lain in the fame bed with a man who was car-

ried off by the difcharge from a large abfcefs in

his thigh, becante affected with acute fever; at-

tended with cough, the expectoration of matter

firfl tinged with blood, and afterwards of a green-

ifh colour, difficulty of breathing, and pain in

the right fide. Under thefe fymptoms, while ly-

ini
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irtg on his right Gde (oh which liJc he lay ea(ily),

he died about the fourteenth day from the be-

ginning of the pneumonic affection.

pearances on DiffhSlion,

Thorax. The left lobe of the lungs was found

and unconnected with the contiguous parts. The

upper lobule and the fuperior part of the adjoining

lobule on the right fide, were towards the back,

fweiled,inflamed, and much indurated, and adhered

clofely to the pleura by membranous bands. That

membrane however, exhibited no marks of in-

flammation. Each ventricle of the heart con-

tained a polypous concretion of no inconfiderable

iize; that in the right was the largeft. Although

thefe concretions extended not only into the au-

ricles and veins, but alio into the arteries, they

were not continued fo far within the latter veffels

as within the former*

Case XIII. (xxt. 33.)

A soldier, of a middle age, rather of a lean ha-

bit of body, was received into the hofpital of Pa-

dua, in confequence of being affected with an a-

cute pricking pain on one fide, together with fe-

ver, cough, and difficult refpiration. Thefe com-

plaints continued for fome days; and then

having become almoft comatofe, being affected

with flight delirium and tremor in his hands, and

1 i 2 his

\
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his pulfe having at lad been imperceptible, he

died,

Appearances on DiJJedlion.

Abdomen. The omentum adhered to the be-

ginning of the colon. When it was removed,

that interline appeared in a very unufual fituation:

for, after having reached the liver, which it fcarce-

]y touehtd, it extended immediately from thence

btlow ihe umbilical region, and then was reflect-

ed upwards into the left hypochondrium. All that

portion was much dilated with air. The pancreas

was fomewhat indurated. The fpleen was confide-

rably larger than ufual, and on that account ex-

tended lower down. The liver was alio large, and

over the greater! part of a white colour, and did

not appear quite found when cut into, efpecially

en the right fide. The ductus communis choledo-

chus was wider than ufual.

Thorax. The lungs adhered almoft every-

where, except at the amerior furface, where they

were nearly of the natural colour, very clofely to

the pleura. The right lobe was much enlarged,

was heavy, and throughout indurated, except in a

fmall portion on the fuperior part, and on the an-

terior furface. It had a fmboth and uniform fur-

face like that of the liver, and internally it exhi-

bited no reticulated vafcular appearance, but re-

fembled the fubftance of the liver when boiled.

The left lobe, when cut into, appeared fomewhat

harder
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harder than ufual, and was of a bl ckifli red co-

lour; in other refp ' i( was in a n; :te.

The pleura on the left fide w. 9 ei , or ru-

tin r whitilh; but, on aimoft the whole of the

right fide, it appeared of a red colour, obvicufly

from inflammation. The cheft contained no cx-

travafated fluid. When the lungs were cut off

from the afpera arteria, which in this man was re-

markably wide, and furniflied about its divifion

with larger and more numerous bronchial glands

than ufual, a large quantity of bloody frothy v/a-

tery fluid immediately flowed out from the right

lobe of the lungs, and a fmall quantity alfo from

the left. In the pericardium, there was a fmall

quantity of yellow fluid very (lightly tin^d with

red. Within both ventricles of the heart white

polypous concretions, with black grumous blood

everywhere adhering to them, were found. They

extended for a conliderable way into the large

velllls. Similar concretions, refembling tape-

worms, had been found in the iliacs ; and fmaller

ones, like afcarides, appeared on the longitudinal

finus of the head.

Head. A confiderable quantity of watery fluid

was discharged when the cranium was opened.

The greateil part cf the vefTels of the pia mater

were turgid with blood. When the medullary

fubftance of the brain was cut into, a great many

drops of blood,- fome cf them large and fome of

them
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them fmall, appeared here and there. A large

quantity of turbid watery fluid was found in the

lateral ventricles. On the choroid plexufes, which

were not pale, many veficles, fome of them of a

pretty large fize and filled with fluid, were feen.

The fornix and medulla oblongata were flabby.

Case XIV. (xx. n.)

An unmarried woman, aged fifty-five ye^ars, be-

came affected with pain in the thorax, efpecially

about the iternum, attended with fever. At the

fame time, fhe complained of pain in her head,

had difficulty of breathing, and expectorated a

large quantity of matter. Diarrhoea having fu-

pervened, all the fymptoms having been much

aggravated, and the difficulty of refpiration hav-

ing increafed to fuch a degree that fhe could not

breathe but in the erect poflure, fhe died about

the ninth day of the difeafe.

Appearances on Bijfeclion.

Abdomen. The gall-bladder was much dif-

tended with bile. Both ovana were greatly in-

durated.

Thorax. The left lobe of the lungs adhered

fo firmly to the pleura lining the ribs, that it

could not be fepaiated without laceration. The

right lobe, having adhered to the mediaflinum

in its whole extent, and to the pleura invefting

the
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the fuperior ribs, was torn, in confequcnce of its

putridity, when an attempt was made to feparatfl

it from its connections ; and at the fame time dif-

charged, from an abfeefs which it contained, a

large quantity of fanious matter of a pale red co-

lour. The pericardium was filled with ferous fluid.

In the right ventricle of the heart a large poly-

pous concretion, which filled the adjoining auri-

cle, and was extended beyond the orifices of the

veins communicating with it, was found. No po-

lypi were obferved in the left ventricle; but a

imall one was feen at the mouth of the aorta, and

an incipient one in the pulmonary vein. The

blood, it is to be obferved, in this body, had loft

its fluidity.

Case XV. (x. 5.)

An old man, aged fixty-five years, who had

two years before been affected with palfy in the

• right arm, and after having been freed from that

difeafe had been accuflomed to complain frequent-

ly of a pain in his head, was brought into the

hofpital at Bologna on account of inflammation of

the lungs. When admitted, he complained much
of a pain and fenfation of weight in the left fide

of the thorax, and he expectorated purulent mat-

ter. The expectoration having ceafed for many

hours,
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houis, he fuddenly died on the twenty-third day

of the difeafe.

Appearances on Biffeclion.

Thorax. The left lobe of the lungs, which

was 1 welled and indurated, filled up the whole

cavity on that fide ; and contained an ulcer, in

which a large quantity of fanies was collected,

and that matter was diffufed through the whole

fubflance of that part of the lungs. The pleu-

ra was perfectly found. In the right fide of

the heart there was a large polypous concretion,

which was extended near a foot and a half within

the vena cava, and followed the divifions of that

veffel. In the left fide of the heart another poly-

pus was feen, but it fcarcely reached the orifice of

the aorta.

Head. The quantity of half a pint of watery

fluid was found within the ventricles of the brain.

The glandules of the plexus choroides were tur-

gid. No other preternatural appearance occur-

red.

Case XVI. (xxi. 45.)

A man, who had been affected with pneumonic

inflammation in a very violent degree, was rapid-

ly carried off.

Appearances on DrffetHon.

Thorax. The lungs were fo much fwe lied

1 that
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that they fi of the thorax.

The left lohe, in which fide the pain had been

d, appeared w and of a black

colour; and befides, towards the lower parts, was

Ruffed up with a whitifh ichor, like that of an ab-

lcefs. The pleura \ y where inflamed, livid,

and marked with bloody-like points. The inter-

coital mufcles, and particularly the internal ombs

on the left fide, were inflamed to fuch a de^ee

that they appeared bruifed. Coagula of black

blood, not unlike polypous concretions, were found

in the ventricles of the heart, and in the contigu-

ous large veilels, both arteries and veins.

Case XVII. (xx. 9.)

A lady, aged forty-five years, who was very

fat, and feemed to have a habit abounding with

ferum, in the beginning of the ninth month of

pregnancy, after having unguardedly expoied her-

felf to a very cold air, was affected with univerfal

fhivering, fucceeded by conliderable heat, great

third, difficulty of breathing, very troublefome

cough, a moil oppreflive pain in the right fide of

the thorax extending to the fcapula, and bilious

vomiting. At the fame time, her pulfe was fre-

quent, hard, and quick in the contraction of the

artery ; and fhe had great reftlefsnefs and tolling

©f the whole body, a fymptorn which continued

Vol. I. K k exceedingly
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exceedingly troublefome during the fuccee<

days. The vomiting Teemed to afford a little re-

lief.

This patient, when in health, had always had

difficulty of breathing, efpecially after motion.

She had alio been often troubled with flight cough,

attended with copious expectoration ; and almoit

every day fhe had been accuftomed to vomit in

the morning (after having paiTed a reitlefs night)

a thick vifcid matter, after which thofe complaints

feemed to be relieved. She had had feveral child-

ren, and had repeatedly mifcarried.

With a view to relieve the fyfnptoms above

enumerated, a vein was opened in the right arm
;

and other refources of art were had recourfe to.

But on the fucceeding day a more violent attack

of the difeafe took place. For the pulfe intermit-

ted, though it full continued quick and hard ; un-

lefs flie lay with her neck erect, fhe could not

breathe; fhe expectorated a ferous livid-coloured

fluid, and fhe palled by itool a bilious matter. On
the third day the difficulty of breathing was ftill

more confiderable : fhe became affected with fier-

ier; her expectoration was in lefs quantity, and

was very vifcid, and of a whitifh and fometimes

yeliowifh colour; fhe had frequent ftools; and

her pulfe was ftill more irregular than it had

been. Bleeding was again performed, and other

remedies were employed: but in vain. For on

the
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the fourth day all the w fere much

Worfe : he cheft, which had been,

as was dull and heavy, had now bc-

illy when ibe coughed or mov-

ed herd If ; I ides, a pain in the lower part

of the belly, Whi h fuggefted the idea of labour

having begun, fupervened. On the following

:;l frequent irregularities and intermif-

lions, the pulfe began to flutter, the pains ceafed,

the confiant re fs of the whole body abated,

the espedtofation was fupprefled, her ftrength was

exhaufted; and thus, on the beginning of the

fifth day, flie died.

appearances on DijfeEtioH.

Aedoivtln. The belly was opened immediate-

ly after death. The uterus was fomewhat inflam-

ed ; and contained a female child, which was al-

ready dead. The vifcera of the child, as well as

the abdominal vifcera of the woman, were in a na-

tural itate.

ThoraX. The right lobe of the lungs appear-

ed exceedingly inflamed and indurated, and had

in its under portion an incipient abfeefs.

Case XVIII. (xxi. 27.) ,

A maid fervant, aged twenty four years, of a

good habit of body, and plethoric, who had been

tvery winter fubjecl to a violent cough, having

K k 2 been
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been employed in much hard labour, became af-

fected during the night with fever, ufheredin with

rigour followed by heat. Within twenty-fours,

pain in one part of the bread, together with difficul-

ty of breathing, fupervened. Along with thefe

fymptoms, (he had conusant tickling cough, and her

pulfe was rather hard, and refilled the preflu re of

the ringers almoft to the very lad. In the progrefs

of the difeafe the pain fnifted to the opposite fide

of the thorax. She felt a fenfation of weight

within the bread, and could lie on neither fide.

Blood was drawn, which fcparated into a greenifh

coloured ferum, and a craflamentum with a buffy

coat on its fuiface ; the part below this was very

black, and of a firm confidence. Although blood-

letting was performed as foon as the pain came on,

and although that operation was repeated twice,

not only from the arms but alfo from the feet, on

the fame day, and other means of cure commonly

employed in fuch cafes were had recourfe to, fhe

died on the feventh day.

appearances on DiJ/eclion.

Thorax. No fluid was eiTuied within the chefl,

nor did the lungs adhere anywhere to the pleura

except at the left fide, and there the connection

was neither drong nor extenfive. When the left

lobe of the lungs ""was feparated from thefe adhe-

fions, for which purpofe it was prefled upon, a con-

fiderable quantity of turbid ferum flowed out ; but

whether
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Whether from the lobe itfelf, or interfiled

between it bin the Limi

cor. . was uncertain, as neither the lung3

nor the pleura exhibited the marks of any parti-

cular injury at that place ; but the lobe was cover-

ed, even where there had been no adhefions, with

a whitilh and thickiih membranous fubftance, fuch

as has been often dcfciibed in the preceding cafes.

A reddiih coloured fediment, fimilar to what fubiides

from water in which frefli meat has been warned,

adhered to the furface of the correfponding pleu-

ra. In one part of the furface of the lungs, where

there had been no adhefion, a kind of tubercle

pi\ je&ed, which, when cut into, difcharged a whi-

tilli ferum like pus. The lungs were not only

heavy, but were alfo indurated in feveral places.

When cut into, their fubftance, to a great depth,

and to a confiderable extent, was found of a denfe

pacl ibucture like that of the liver. In other

places, they were almoft of a red colour, and con-

tained a large quantity of the whitilh ferous fluid,

feen in the tubercle. From thefe appearances, it

evident that death had been occaiioned by the

inflammation and fuppuration of the lungs. In the

pericardium fcarcely any fluid wasobferved. No
polypous concretions appeared in the heart. The

left ventricle contained fcarcely any thing, but in

the right there was a fmall Quantity of black coa-

gulated blood.

Case
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Case XIX. (xxi. 29.)

A maid fervant, aged nineteen years, of a ple-

thoric full habit, from expofure to cold during men-

flruation, which for three months had been more

fparing than ufual, was affected with acute prick-

ing pain in the bread, attended with difficult re-

fpiratiom The pain was fixed under the left

breaft,and was aggravated when touched, fo that

fhe could not lie upon that fide. After having

been bled from the arm of the affected fide, fhe was

brought into the hofpital of Bologna. At that

time the fymptoms juft enumerated continued.

She lay upon her back. Her pulfe was quick and

fmall, and when preffed upon by the ringer gave

little reiiftance ; it was not however irregular. A
found like that of boiling water feemed to ifTue

from the afpera arteria. She had a conftant hollow

tickling cough; her tongue was parched; and her

belly was moderately open. Along with thefe

fymptoms, fhe had at times flight delirium. Blood

was drawn from the right arm. When examined,

after having flood for fix hours, it was found to

confifl: of a very little clear ferum of a golden co-

lour, and of a yellow cruft two inches in thicknefs,

refembling rancid fat formed into a circle, the

edges of which were in contact with the fides of

the veflel. When the veffel was inclined to a fide

this
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crud fepar

lower pari of the I

'

".ces

not unlike

on the fame day, a final! quantity I, or ra-

ther a lit Lie ferum (lightly tinged with blood, • ti

difcharged from the uterus. All the fymptoms

having b I, the pulfe appearing

deeper, as if tbi U^d retraced inwards, and

a frothy fluid refembling water in which frefli

it had been wa iving flowed out from

the mouth, (he died about the beginning of the

ieventh day of the difeafe.

appearances on DiffeSl

Abdomen. When the belly was opened, a

ftrong fme.il like that proceeding from inflamed

vifcera, in a ftate approaching to gangrene was

perceived. The liver was of a whitifh colour.

The fpleen was tinged with a gangrenous black -

nefs to a confiderable extent, but very fuperficial-

ly. The part thus tinged was the inferior portion

only, ,fo that it did not touch the diaphragm

which was perfectly found. A very bad fmell

arofe from the uterus, its appendages, and the

contiguous parts towards the buck. A fmall quan-

tity of red dim coloured ferum furrounded thele

parts, and they were all externally livid from pre-

vious inflammation, which had extended to the

lowermoft part of the rectum, and of the puden-

dum, as was evident from the rednefs of tl e

parts,



•

264 INFLAMMATIONS.

i/l

parts, the moft minute vefTels throughout them be-

ing as diftinct as it" diftended with red wax. The

infide of" the thighs appeared variegated in an ug-

ly manner, from the woman having been accuf-

tomed to put a fmall Move under her cloaths dur-

ing Winter, in order to keep herfelr"warm. Tlie

ovaria were not fmaller than the ordinary fized

teites of a man. They were foft, and contained

a great number of veficles of different fizes, filled

as ufual with a fluid, and fupplied with ramifica-

tions of blood-veifels, which were very numerous

in thefe ovaria. In each of them, there were al-

fo two fmall cells ; one of thefe contained a mi-

nute black body, of a perfectly fpherical figure,

like a dried clot of blood. But in the other, there

was nothing, as it confided only of the membrane

forming it, which was drawn together, and was

of a green, and whitifh yellow7 colour. One ova-

rium, at lead, had the appearance of a chink next

its furface, or at any rate, certainly exhibited

marks of former injury. Two clots of blood were

found in the vagina about the os tineas, and blood

could be readily forced out from the fundus and

cervix uteri. The internal furface of the fundus

looked at firft fight, like the mucous fubitance with

which it had been covered. The firuation of the

Fallopian tubes, the appearance of the rugae of

the vagina, and of the carunculas myrtiformes

within the hymen, were perfectly natural.

i Thorax.
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Thorax. Th n
luri ire con-

nected to the parietes of r
:

. 1 to

the feptum tranfverfum, In eant

of membranous fubftances ; but in mod places,

and efpccially at the back and fi les, they adher-

ed by ttiemfelves, their own membrane which

was found being to the pleura. The pleu-

ra was only fomewhat r than ufu.d, and

eafily divifible into two lamina?. The fupferiot

part of the left lobe was completely indurated,

refembled the compact: fubftahce of the liver, and

was of a whitifti colour. The fubftance of all the

other parts of both lobes, although entirely dif-

tended with a frothy fluid, was in a natural (late.

That fluid flowed out when thofe parts were cut

into; and at the fame time, a purulent-like mat-

ter was difcharged from many of the branches of

the bronchia ; and from one of thefe, a white fub-

ftance not in the lead fluid, refembling a polypous

concretion, although peiftaps it might have been a

fanguiferous veffel, wasfqueezed out. In the trunk

of the afpera arteria, and in the larger divifions of

that canal, a whitffil cineritious matter, formed

here and there into concretions, was collected.

The tongue was covered with the fame kind of

matter; a whitifh and fomewhat thick fluid was

prefTed out from the glands lying on the posterior

part of the branches of the trachea; and all the

bronchial glands did not fcem found. Between

Vol. I. L 1 the
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the lobes of the lungs, in fome places, thofe mem-
branous-like fubltances, fo often mentioned in the

preceding cafes, appeared. They were in this

iubject fomewhat thick and hard ; but were not,

however, true membranes. In the pericardium

there was a quantity of reddifn-coloured watery

fluid. The ventricles of the heart contained no

blood ; but fome polypous concretions, folid for

the moft part, and confifting of fleftiy membranes,

as it were, and alfo in fbme degree of mucus. Of

thofe which were in the right ventricle, one ex-

tended into the adjoining auricle and into the ve-

na cava, and the other, which was round, went

into the pulmonary artery and its branches. One

only (alfo round) paffed through the left ventri-

cle ; from whence it flretched on one fide into the

aorta, and on the other into the left auricle and

pulmonary vein. The cellular membranes, which

furround the trunks of the large veflels as they go

out of the pericardium, feemed to be of a mucous

confiftence, in confequence of watery fluid being

collected within them.

Head. The fauces and the neighbouring parti

had begun to fmell, as if from inflammation.

When the cranium was opened, the fame acid

kind of fmell which proceeds from the mouth of a

child affected with worms was perceived. White

polypous concretions were feen in the great falci-

form finus. The veflels of the pia mater were

fomewhat
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fomewhat more turgid than ufual. Between tliar

membrane and the brain, a fmall quantity of

watery fluid was obferved. The lateral ventri-

cles contained a fluid of the fame nature, and of a

reddilh colour. The choroid plexufes were pale,

and had a few large hydatids adhering to them.

The brain was fomewhat fofter than ufual, and

the cerebellum much more fo.

Case XX. (lxiv. 2.)

A middle-aged woman, affected with peri-

pneumony, died in the hofpital of Bologna.

Appearances en Dijfcclion.

AbdomexV. A fubftance, of a roundifh form,

of an inch in diameter, of a reddifh colour, invef-

ted by a coat peculiar to itfelf, appeared in the

adipofe membrane furrounding the left kidney.

It was neither the glandula fuprarenalis, which at

that fide was double, nor a fupernumerary kid-

ney of a fmall fize, nor a lymphatic gland; but

kerned, from its appearance on defection, to be

an additional fmall fpleen. Tor, when cut into,

its circumference appeared of a bright red colour,

as is often obferved in the fpleen •> in other parts

it was of a red brown colour: and although its

fubrtance refilled the knife fomewhat more than

the fpleen does, yet every perfon who law it, at once

acknowledged it to be of the fame nature. The

L 1 2 left
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left kidney was longer than the right; which was

not wonderful, fince it was furnifhed with a dou-

ble pelvis, one lying above the other, each being

quite diflir.ct. The ureters, one of which pro-

ceeded from each pelvis, opened into the bladder

at the ufual part by an orifice proper to each, the

one being fepa rated from the other by a fmall

fpace. The internal furface of the fundus uteri

was red ; and although vefTels were diftinctly feen

in the membrane lining it, no blood was dischar-

ged when the fubftance of the uterus wras prefTed

upon. In the internal furface of the aorta, fmall

white fpots were cbferved, like incipient offifica-

tions. Within the iliac arteries, parallel lines, in

a longitudinal direction, appeared on the internal

furface, which could not be obliterated even by

drawing out the fides of the vefTel.

Thorax. A great part of one of the lobes of

the lungs was fwelled, indurated, heavy, and in-

ternally of a firm compact fubftance; which was

not only of a pale red colour, like the liver when

boiled, fuch as is often feen in inflammation of

the lungs, but was alfo of a whitifh colour, appa-

rently from its containing purulent matter, though

it w7as probably frozen, as intenie froft prevailed

at the time the body was opened. The cellular

membrane of the afpera arteria, on the pofterior

part, was fo much ditlended with pent-up fluid,

that the glands commonly feen there could not

be
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be diftinguifhed. The bio

belly paffed through tfa m by two orjfi-

IOUS to each other, inllead of one. In

the heart, the orifice of the coronary vein was

not furnifhed with a membranous valve ; but was

clofed on the right and left ikle with numerous

[lender parallel filaments, reaching from the up-

per to the lower part, in fuch a manner, that the

blood could pafs between filament and filament,

but more readily through the middle of the ori-

fice, where the filaments were almoft wanting.

Case XXI. (xx. 61.)

A woman above fixty years cf age, wbo was

fat and plethoric, was feized with a pain fituated

chiefly in the right fide of the thorax; together

with violent fever, great third, forenefs and lati-

tude over the whole body, and painful breathing.

Vended:ion was performed, and other means of

art employed; but in vain : For the la flitode in-

creafed, flie became infenfible, and had low deli-

rium. At length her expectoration, which had

hitherto been in moderate quantity and not yjfckj,

became copious, and had a purulent appearance*.

Her refpiration grew more laborious. Delirium

took place ; and fhe died oil the eighteenth day

of the difeafe.

appearances

* In the original the expreflion is, " Tar.ckrn fputum, qucd antea

modicum crat, nee glutinofum, rotundum ejicituretpurul r.tuin."
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appearances on Dijfeclion.

Thorax. The right lobe of the lungs adhered

to the pleura, and contained within its fubftance

an abfcefs, round which there was great inflam-

mation, and from which a quantity of purulent

matter was difcharged when the lobe was fepara-

ted from the pleura. That membrane itfelf, and

the left lobe of the lungs, were found. In the

right ventricle of the heart there was a fmall po-

lypous concretion ; and in the other a fubftance

of the fame kind, in an incipient ftate.

Case XXII. (xx. yy )

A young man, nearly twenty-four years of

age, was feized with a pricking pain in the left

fide of the thorax ; attended with difficulty of

breathing, great thirft, violent cough, with no ex-

pectoration. He lay on the affected fide, and felt

lefs uneaiy when his head was low. At length,

the difficulty of breathing having every day be-

come greater, he died on the fixteenth day of the

difeafe.

appearances on Dijfeclion.

Thorax. The left lobe of the lungs was eve-

rywhere ftrongly connected to the neighbouring

parts : it was inflamed, and, towards the fcapula,

in a ftate of fuppuration. The pericardium was

fo much (Mended with fluid, that it might very

juftly
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jtiftly be deemed dropfical. Eta coata were very

much thick rtaio white concreted

Jubilances adhered in fome pi *cjs to its h I

furface, as well as to the ! of the h<

The ventricles contained iluid blood, and alfo two

polypous concretions ; that in the right vent:

being larger than that in the left.

Case XXIII. (xx. 49.)

A woman, aged fixty years, of a Gender make

and fanguineous temperament, was feized with a

violent fever, dry cough, and an acute pricking

pain in the left fide, of fuch a nature, that when

fhe lay on that fide it was much alleviated. Af-

ter blood-letting the pain remitted lb much,

that ilie could lie ealily on any fide. The fever,

neverthelefs, and third, continued. She fome-

times expectorated a thick matter. The diffi-

culty of breathing became aggravated ; and at

length, on the thirteenth day of the difeafe, Che

died.

.Appearances on Dijfec;

Thorax. The right lube of the lungs was

quite unconnected with the pleura. It was of a

whitifh colour, marked with black fpots, of a firm-

er confidence than flefh, and contained fome tu-

bercles filled with fanies. The pleura was quite

found. The left lobe of the lungs adhered to the

pleura,



i

i

it

it

272 INFLAMMATIONS.

pleura at the fuperior part, but was much lefs dif-

eafed than the right; for it was only covered with

black fpots, and towards the throat, where it

pretty hard, contained a fmall abfeefs. In

pericardium there was an ounce of ferous fluid.

A large polypous concretion was feen in the right

ventricle of the heart ; the greater!: part of which

filled the cavity of the correfponding auricle, from

whence it extended into the contiguous vefTels.

In the left ventricle there was another polypus,

of a fmaller fize.

Case XXIV. (xxi. 23.)

A man, aged about forty years, was feized with

an acute pricking pain in the right fide, attended

with fever and intenfe heat cf the body. He was

brought into the hofpital of Bologna, on the be-

ginning of the fourth day of the diieafe. He bad

then a fmall, quick, and fomewhat irregular pulfe,

and alfo frequent and weak refpiration. He lay

upon his back, appeared drowfy, and his intellects

were deranged. He had been bled previous to

his admiffion into the hofpital. He had pafTed a

reftlefs night, and his refpiration had become more

difficult. On the morning of his admiffion he

breathed with flill greater difficulty ; and ftertor

having fupervened, he died about the end cf the

fame day.

1 appearances
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Appearances on 7)'/(feci ion.

Abdomen. Oh the (mall inteilmes, in a very-

few pi ices, a flight incipient inflammation wasob-

ed. The liver appeared fomewhat indurated.

It was livid, both on its edge, and alio to a confide-

rable extent on its concave fuiface. In the lat-

ter part the livid hue was fuperficial, but not in

the former. The fpleen was fo flabby, that it was

very readily broken down by the fingers.

Thorax. From the pleura, near the left fide of

the fpine, three or four tubercles, of a white co-

lour, and of the hardnefs of bone, projected. In

other refpe&s, that membrane was found. The

left lebe of the lungs, although it appeared unin-

jured, difcharged, wherever cut into, a yellow co-

loured fluid. The right lobe was greatly enlarg-

ed, very heavy, and much indurated; and refem-

bled the fubftance of the liver, except in fome

parts, to a confiderable extent, where it was of a

white colour, and in a (late approaching to pu-

trefaction. From it, too, a fluid fimilar to that

in the left lobe, and in greater quantity, flowed

out. In all the orifices of the heart, polypous

concretions were obferved. Of thefe, the fmallcft

was fituated in the left auricle, and the largeft in

the right; and both were accompanied with gru-

mous blood. The polypi, in the pulmonary arte-

ry, and in the aorta, were of an intermediate fize

between thefe two.

Vol. I. M m Head.
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Head. The veffels of the pia mater were fome-

what turgid. Under this membrane, a watery

fluid was feen ; and the ventricles contained a

fmall quantity of reddifh coloured fluid of the

fame kind. The plexus choroides were neither

pale, nor free from hydatids.

Case XXV. (xx. 56.)

A man, about fifty years of age, who had for

many years laboured under a leprofy of the right

thigh, was affected with fore throat. After this

had continued for two days, it terminated in a

particular pain in the back. To this a dry cough,

great thirft, and difficulty of lying on the right

fide, though he could eafily lie on the left, fuper-

vened ; and, befides, he felt a certain oppreflive

pain, furrounding like a belt the lower part of the

thorax. Although, during the latter days of his

life, the febrile fymptoms appeared mitigated

;

and though no other marks of inflammation of

the cheft than thofe already enumerated occurred,

he died on the ninth day from the time he had

been confined to bed.

Appearances on Dijfeclion.

Thorax. The left cavity of the cheTl was

filled with purulent ferous fluid. A membranous

fubftance, which was a concretion of this fluid,

adhered to the pleura of that fide, in fuch a man-

ner
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ocr as to refemble a difeafe of that membrane.

The pleura, which lay under this concreted fub-

flance, was inflamed ; as was alio the cafe, though

in a flight degree, with the lungs. Some very

fmall polypous concretions lay hid in the large

veilels about the heart.

Case XXVI. (xxi. 24.)

A middle-aged woman, who had mifcarried a-

bout the third month ofpregnancy , although fhe had

loft a moderate quantity ofblood from the uterus, and

had alfo had a vein opened, was on the eighth or

tenth day after mifcarriage affected, without any

apparent caufe, with internal inflammation of the

cheft. On this account fhe was brought into the hof-

pital at Bologna. She then complained of pain in

the cheft, and of difficulty of breathing, attended

with fever. She lay always on her right fide, as flie

could neither lie on her left nor on her back. The

pain was internal, fo that it fhould not have been

increafed by touching the affected part ; (he could

not, however, defcribe accurately its feat. She had

cough; but expectorated nothing, at leaft nothing

which had any reference to the difeafe. Deafnefs

and pain in the ears fupervened. As (he had been

formerly bled from the arm, a vein was now open-

fid in the foot : but thefe and other means proved

Mm 2 ineffectual;
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ineffectual ; for fhe died about the thirtieth day af-

ter mifcarriage.

Appearances on D [[feci ion.

Abdomen. The belly was fvvelled, from the e-

pigaflric region downwards ; and when the levell-

ing was preffed upon, air was forced out at the

mouth. The liver was of a prodigious magnitude,

and had forced the ftomach, which was diiiended

with air, down into the umbilical region. It was

throughout very much indurated, and of a colour

which, although it approached to whitenefs, was

not very different from the natural one. The bile

in the gall-bladder was almofl black. The fpleen

was large, but nothing in proportion to the (ize of

the liver. The parietes of the uterus were fome-

what thicker than ufual, but contained no blood :

for, though cut into, and prefTed upon by the fin-

gers, not a drop appeared. The internal furface

cf the fundus was livid. One of the Fallopian

tubes had hydatids hanging from its fimbriae, by

which its orifice at that extremity feemed clofed

up. Each tube contained fuch a quantity of the

white puriform fluid which lubricates their exter-

nal furface, that, when prefTed upon at the extre-

mity next the uterus, the fluid was forced out, and

the internal orifice was thereby rendered diiiindtly

viiible. Within the middle of one of the lobes, a

fmall body, of a black colour, and of the fhape of

a grape, was feen. This had a minute flalk at-

l( :hed
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fetched to it, which feemed to be, and probably

was a fmall clot of blood. The ovaria were U

qualm their furface, and each was marked with a

black fpot. Under thefe fpots, a minute cyft,

filled with a black globule, lay. In the centre of

one of thefe globules, there Was another hollow

globule, of a fmaller fize, and of a mixed black

and yellow colour. The remaining parts of the

uterus and its appendages had a gangrenous fmell.

A fmall quantity of reddim coloured turbid watery

fluid was found within the pelvis.

Thorax. Both fides of the cheft contained a

little yellowiQi turbid watery fluid, of which there

was more in the left than in the right fide. The

lungs adhered almoft every where to the pleura.

When feparated, a whitifh pellicle, eafily lacerat-

ed followed ; this was certainly not the membrane

of the lungs, for that lay under it and was quite

found ; but whether it belonged to the pleura, as

it appeared, or was of the fame nature with thefe

membranous fubflances feen in fimilar cafes inter-

pofed between the pleura and the lungs, could

not be accurately determined. The lungs were

inflamed, efpecially at the poftericr part, and their

fubftance was thickened, was fomewhat indurat-

ed, and was in fome places of a blackifh colour.

In the pericardium there was a fmall quantity of

a reddifh turbid watery fluid. In each ventricle

of the heart, polypous concretions of a mucus-

like
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like confiftence, and of a whitifh yellow colour

were feen.

Head. A fmall mucus-like concretion, like

that noticed in the ventricles of the heart, was

found in the fuperior finus of the falx. Under

the pia mater there was a little watery fluid, but

there was fcarcely any in the ventricles. The

brain was not at all flabby; and the choroid

plexufes were in a natural iiate. The pineal gland

was of fuch a fize as to equal nearly that of an or-

dinary grape; and being flightly touched with the

ki>ife, difcharged a turbid watery fluid, together

with a very fmall quantity of a yellowifh mucous

matter, after which it decreafed in iize. When
the ears were examined, the membrana tympani

of each was found to be of a black colour, and ex-

ceedingly flaccid ; and alfo the maftoid cells ad-

joining to the tympanum were more moift than

ufual. In one of the tympana, there was a kind

of purulent matter ; and in the contiguous part

of the occiput on the outfide, efpecially at the

left fide, all the cells in the integuments were

filled with a watery mucous fluid. On each fide,

the parotid gland and meatus auditorius were

found.

Case XXVII. (xx. 13.)

A butcher, aged fifty years, became affected

with
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with a pain in the right fide of the thorax, ex-

tending to the middle of the fternum. He lay on

his back, coughed much, and expectorated little.

He was obliged to hold his neck erect that lie

might breathe. On thefeventh day lie died.

Appearances on 'Dijecllon.

Thorax. The right lobe of the lungs adhered

fomewhat to the fternum, and very clofely to the

mediaftinum : its fuperior part was entirely indu-

rated. The left lobe was on its posterior part of

a black colour. On the left lide alfo, the thora-

cic cavity contained a fmall quantity of ferous

fluid. The pericardium was filled with the fame.

In the right ventricle of the heart a polypous con-

cretion was feen.

The blood in this body approached nearer to

fluidity than to coagulation.

Case XXVIII. (xx. 32.)

An unmarried woman, aged (ixteen years, of a

cache&ic habit of body, whole menfes had been

fuppreiTed for eight months, who had a fpitting

cf catarrhous matter, felt difficulty in breathing

when waikiag, and was accuftomed to complain

of a certain fenfation of heat, and pain in the left

fide of the thorax ; was fuddenly affected with

fuch extreme difficulty of breathing, that fhe

could not poflibly lie in bed. This wras attended

with
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Kith the expectoration of matter tinged with

blood, with the fenfation of an oppreffive weight

in the feat of the pain, with a hard pulfe, and

coldnefs of the extremities. At length, on the

fourth day from the beginning of the laborious

refpiration, (lie expired.

appearances on Dijfcclion.

Abdomen. The gall-bladder was very fmall,

its coats were much thickened, and it contained

little or no remains of bile.

Thorax. A quantity of limpid ferous fluid

was found in both cavities of the cheft. This fluid,

when fet at reft, exhibited the fame appearances

as blood does in a fimilar lituation ; for in its

middle a fubftance like jelly appeared, feparated

from, and furrounded by, the reft of the fluid.

When expofed to heat, it coagulated in the fame

manner as the ferum of the blood does. The

whole left lobe of the lungs was exceedingly in-

durated. The right ventricle of the heart con-

tained a very large polypous concretion. In the

left, there was alfo a iimilar body, but of a fmal-

ler fize.

Case XXIX. (xx. 33.)

An old man, aged feventy-four years, became

affecled with a pain of the right fide, which was

very diftrefling, rather from a fcnfe of weight, than

1 from

)
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from any other caufe. It was more uneafy if lie

lay upon the oppolite i 1 tic*, and therefore he lay

on the righi fide. Along with this pain he had

troublelome cough, accompanied with bloody e x-

pecloration, pain in his head, watching, and more

efpecially violent fever, attended with hard, fre-

quent, but not very full pulfe. He died on the

third day.

appearances on DiffeSlion.

Thorax. The right fide of the chell was com-

pletely filled with ierous fluid. The lobe of the

lungs on that fide, was of a black colour, and

was inflamed, indurated, and of a very compact

fubftance. It was eafily feparable from its ex-

ternals membrane, and towards the fcapula was

connected to the pleura by fhort membranous

bands. The left lobe was fcarcely injured. In

the right ventricle of the heart, a moderate fized

polypous concretion, belonging principally to the

correfponding auricle, was obferved. The left, con-

tained a fmaller one. The former of thefe con-

cretions was continued into the vena cava and

pulmonary artery ; and the latter extended for a

fhort way into the pulmonary vein, and for a con-

fiderable length into the aorta. Both concretions

were accompanied with coagulated blood.

Vol. I. .N n Case
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Case XXX. (xx. 39.)

A man, of about fixty-fix years of age, who
had long expectorated catarrhous matter, having

been expofed to cold, was feized with an acute

pricking pain in the left fide, attended with con-

fiderable cough, and with fever. From the very

beginning of the pain, he expectorated a large

quantity of thick yellow matter, marked with

fmall ftreaks of blood. At length the expectora-

tion having been fuppreffed, he died on the fe-

venth day.

Appearances on Diffeclion.

Abdomen. The fpleen was of a reddifh colour.

Thorax. A quantity of fluid, like cow-milk

whey, was found in the left cavity of the thorax.

The corresponding lobe of the lungs was very

much indurated, and adhered flrongly to the me-

diaftinutn, and to the pleura inverting the ribs.

The right lobe was connected in the fame man-

ner to the mediaflinum and to the pleura lining

the diaphragm, and more efpecially to that under

the upper ribs at the fere part. A cancerous uU

cer at that place lay concealed within the lobe :

this was probably the feat of an old difeafe. In

the left ventricle of the heart, there was a fmall

polypous concretion. The right ventricle con-

tained one, which was much larger, adhering to

a quantity of coagulated blood.

I Case
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C a s SI. (xx.

A CLERGY.M AN, WOO I

ty-third year, had about three yean befoffc been

affected with acute fever, attended with a run-

ning 'from the parotid After having

covered from this indtfpofitioa he fell into a dou-

ble tertian fever, which continued for a long

time. When this at length ceafed, he remained

in lbme meafure emaciated, with a pale counte-

nance; was troubled with difficult refpkation, and

occasionally ditturbed fleep; and his urine was al-

niolt always of a red colour. To thefe fymptoms,

an acute fever at lait fupervened; and, on the

fecond day after, a pain in the right fide, below

the falfe ribs and below the eniiiorin cartilage,

took place. This pain was encrealed on touching

the affected part. On the firft day of the difeafe,

vomiting and diarrhoea attended; and he was

alfo affected with cough, which was at full accom-

panied with lbme expectoration, but in a very

fhort time became quite dry. As he could not

lie on either Tide, he lay on his back. He com-

plained of the fenfation of intenfe heat towards

the right kidney. His pulfe was weak, quick,

fharp, irregular, and intermitting. The difeafe

having continued to encreafe in violence, the dif-

ficulty of breathing having become every day

N n 2 more
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more coniiderable, and his pulfe having grown

very weak ; he died about the end of the feventh

day.

Appearances on Dijfetlion.

Abdomen. All the vifcera were perfectly

found, and in a natural (late; except the fpleen,

which was four times larger than ufual.

Thorax. The left cavity of the cheft con-

tained more than two pounds of liquid ferum.

The right cavity was filled with a thicker fluid;

fome part of which had become concreted in fuch

a manner, as to form the appearance of membra-

nous bodies floating through it. The lungs were

unconnected with the pleura. The right lobe,

although not much encreafed in fize, was entire-

ly indurated from previous inflammation. The

pericardium contained a great quantity of ferous

fluid, which rendered it much larger than ufual.

The right ventricle of the heart was filled with

coagulated blood, together with a fmall polypous

concretion. The right auricle, alio, was much

diftended with coagulated blood ; and the left

ventricle contained a fmall quantity of the fame

kind of blood.

Case XXXII. (xx. 36.)

A young man, about twenty-two years of age,

after having complained of pain in his belly, which

had
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had ceafed, was alluded with pain in the thorax.

attended with difficult refpiratioo, cough, and

troublefome thirit. lie lav conftantly mi his face,

but in fuch a manner that he inclined tow aids the

right fide. He held alio his head low, as thofe

who have the pericardium diftended with fluid ge-

nerally do. All thefe fy mptoms having become

aggravated, he died on the fixteenth day.

Appearances on Dijfeclicn.

Thorax. The left fide of the cheft contained a

quantity of limpid fluid. The correiponding lobe

of the lungs was perfectly found, and everywhere

unconnected. The right lobe was indurated, and

ilrongly connected with the neighbouring parts,

and efpecially towards the fcapula, where a fluid

like cow-milk whey, containing fome concretions

refembling the white of a boiled egg, was obferv-

ed. Within the pericardium, which was much

diftended, and occupied a large portion of the tho-

rax, a fluid of the fame kind, with fimilar concre-

tions, was found. Thefj concretions adhered to

the internal furface of the pericardium, and to the

outfide of the heart. Two polypous fubftances

appeared in the ventricles of the heart ; that in

the right was larger than that in the left.

Case XXXIII. (xx. 59.)

A woman, aged fixty-four years, was feized

with
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with a pain in the right fide of the thorax, in fuch

a manner that fhe lay with difficulty on that fide,

and could not bear to have the affeded part touch-

ed. Her refpiration was frequent. She had a

dry cough, and a quick, fmall, feeble pulfe. On
the feventh day, a fweat broke out about the head.

On the ninth day, her ftrength having become

quite exhauiied, fhe died.

Appearances on DiJJeclion.

Thorax. The right lobe of the lungs appeared

to be fo fwelled, that it filled the whole cavity on

that fide. It adhered flightly to the pleura, by

means of a kind of membranous fubflance, which

was interpofed. This, however, was in fact, no-

thing but a concretion from ferum, fpread out in

fuch a manner as to refemble a membrane, and to

make the pleura appear corrupted *. The pleu-

ra in this cafe was found. The fame lobe at its po-

flerior part, was indurated and inflamed. The

left lobe was connected in feveral places to the

pleura ; but was in other refpecls uninjured. In

the pericardium there was a great deal of watery

fluid. Within the heart feveral polypous concre-

tions were found. In the right auricle, a pretty

large one, extending into the vena cava, and in the

correfponding ventricle a fmaller one, continued in-

to

* An appearance of this kind feems to have impofed upon Ri-

verius, when he faid he law the pleura corrupted in a cafe of pleu-

rify.
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to the pulmonary artery, were feen. In the left

ventricle, there were alio two polypi of different

fizes, the larger of which ftretched into the aorta,

and the fmaller into the Left auricle.

C a s B XXXIV. (xx. 53 .)

A mas- servant, aged fifty-five years, com-

plained of pain in the middle part of his chert. He
could lie on his back, and aifo in fome meafure on

his left iide. He was obliged to have his neck e-

red that he might breathe. He died on the fixth

day of the difeale.

appearances on 'DifletHon,

Thorax. The left lobe of the lungs, on the po-

fterior part, had become very much indurated, and

adhered ftrongly to the pleura, even where that

membrane inverted the diaphragm. The pleura

was fomewhat reddened. The right lobe was

found ; although a fmall quantity of ferous fluid,

like pus, was obferved in that fide of the thorax.

The pericardium contained fome turbid fluid. In

the right ventricle of the heart, together with a

polypous concretion, coagulated blood was found.

In other parts of the body the blood was in fome

degree fluid.

Case
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Case XXXV. (xx 47.)

A young man, about twenty-fix years of age,

was feized with an acute pricking pain in the right

fide of the thorax, attended with fever and cough,

with little expectoration. About the eighth day,

delirium, particularly violent during the night,

fupervened. The pain ceafed ; but the difficulty

of breathing became aggravated. He could lie

eafily on either fide. On the tenth day he died.

Appearances on Diffeftion.

Thorax. Both lobes of the lungs were much

indurated, and were towards the back connected

to the pleura; to which alfo the left lobe adher-

ed laterally. A white membranous fubflance,

like a foft flaccid reticulated body, was fpread

over the whole of the pleura and lungs, which in

fome parts were thereby connected together. In

both fides of the cheft, but more efpecially in the

right, a large quantity of fluid, like cow-milk

whey, was found. This fluid did not feparate

into parts, when fet at reft; but, when expofed

to heat, coagulated, like the ferum of the blood.

The pericardium was diftended with ierous fluid*

A polypous concretion was feen in each ventricle

of the heart ; that in the left was the fmalleft.

Case
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Case XXXVI. (xi.v. 16.)

A middle-aged woman, of a pretty good ha-

bit of body, and of a moderate ltature, having

been previoully affected with catarrh, was feized

with fever; on which account flie was brought in-

t.) the hofpital of Bologna. Along with the fe-

ver, which was very violent, flie had great diffi-

culty of breathing, fluflied face, a moft diftrefiing

fenfation of weight in the thorax, and her pulfe

was fomewhat hard. She was exceedingly anxi-

ous to expectorate, but flie could not do fo. Her

pulfe became low and intermitting ; and her re-

fpiration fo difficult, that at lalt flie could not lie.

She neither complained of uneadnefs nor acute

pain in the back ; nor was fhe ever affected with

palpitations of the heart, nor delirium. Every

neceffary means were employed, but in vain; for

flie died on the fifth day from the beginning of

her feverifli complaint.

Appearances on Di[feci ion.

Abdomen. The fpleen was large. The liver

was fo very large, that, filling up the left hvpo-

chondrium, as well as the right, it had deprefTed

the ftomach; confequently a part of the cefopha-

phagus terminating in that organ, appeared two

fingers breadth below the diaphragm. But, ex-

cept their fize, nothing uncommon appeared, ei-

Vol. I. O o ther
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ther in the fpleen or liver. A thick oblong poly-

pous concretion was found within the inferior ve-

na cava. The uterus lay forwards, and was fome-

what nearer the left than the right fide. The

ovaria were very long and flender, of a white co-

lour, and indurated ; and were connected to the

uterus by thicker ligaments than ufual. The

vefTels which run through the broad ligaments

into the uterus, were very much diftended with

black blood, and were here and there varicofe.

When an incifion was made from the upper part

of the uterus to the lower part of the vagina, the

fundus and cervix uteri were found full of mucus;

which was almoft tranfparent like jelly, tinged

with no colour, and thinner than that ufually feen

about the os uteri, which in this fubject was not

wanting. When the mucus at the fuperior part

was removed, a very minute excrefcence, almoft

of a circular form, and of a reddifti browrn colour,

was obferved to project from the internal furface

of the fundus ; and the thick mucus at the lower

part of the uterus having been removed, the infe-

rior part of the cervix appeared of an unequal fur-

face, from unufual fhort lines, of a red colour,

which were placed longitudinally, and projected

fomewhat. The vagina, although it was not d^-

titute of rugce, from the middle downwards, was,

in proportion to the fize of the woman, who was

as already mentioned of the middle ftature, fome-

what
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what longer and broader than it ought to be;

and contained a wooden ring pelfiry, which was

a mark of former prolapfus. This peilary was of

an oval form ; and was placed in fuch a manner,

that its longed axis correfponded with the length

of the vagina, and the fhorteft with the breadth

;

one end of the oval being turned towards the os

tinea:, and the other towards the orificium vagi-

na?. The fhort diameter was fo long as to diftencl

both fides of the vagina ; which, at the part prefs-

ed upon by the inftrument, projected into an ex-

crefcence, of the form and fize of a large almond

kernel, of a cartilaginous hardnefs, and of a white

colour, except that one of them was livid in the

middle. Thefe excrefcences feemed to threaten

an approaching change, from a fcirrhous nature

into fomething worfe.

Thorax. The lungs, although turgid, adhered

itrongly almoft everywhere to the pleura lining the

ribs, efpecially on the left fide. From the fame

fide of the thorax, a ferous fluid, which would

have appeared to be white from an admixture of

pus, had there been any veftige of purulent mat-

ter at that part, flowed out in great abundance

:

for it had been collected in fuch a quantity, that

the diaphragm on that fide, when looked at from

the abdomen, appeared convex inftead of con-

cave. Part of the fame kind of matter was in-

cluded between the left lobe of the lungs and the

O 2 pleura
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pleura inverting the rib c
, nearly about the middle

of the dorfal vertebrae, to a great extent. With-

in that fpace white concretions, like thick mem-

branes, appeared, adhering both to the lungs and

pleura. The lobe was, at that part only, of a

harder and more compact fubitance than natural.

A great part of the pleura on both fides was of a

rofy colour. The pericardium was large, and fill-

ed with the fame kind of fluid found in the ca-

vity of the chefl : fo that at fir ft fight it might

have been miftaken for a large open abfeefs,

inftead of the pericardium. When the fluid was

difcharged, the internal furface of the pericardi-

um, and the external furface of the heart, auri-

cles, and large vefTels, appeared of a pale livid

colour, and covered over with a certain white ci-

neritious matter, like planter newly laid on a wall

;

but which, in fact, was found to confift of poly-

pous concretions, forming a thick flaccid mem-
brane, that could be eafily feparated and readily

lacerated. When this preternatural membrane

was removed, the parts under it appeared in a na-

tural flate, and of a proper colour; except that

the pericardium was thickened and fomewhat red,

as if from phlogofis, for it could not be called in-

flammation. The heart, which was larger than

ufuai, contained on both fides black blood, fuch as

had been feen in different parts of this fubject;

and
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and befides, fome round polypous concretion^ 111

the right ventricle and correfppnding auri

«. i). In the medullary fubftance of the

brain, wherever it was cut into, and on the fur-

face of the lateral ventricles, vefTels fomewhat

turgid with blood appeared. The lateral ventri-

cles contained fome ferous fluid, of a dirty yeJU

colour.

Case XXXVII. (xxi. 36.)

A young man, aged twenty-five years, of a com-

plexion rather pale, who had formerly been af-

fected with ftrumous fwellings, and alfo, it was faid,

with lues venerea, having overheated himfelf with

running (for he was a footman), was feized with

rigour and fever, attended with acute pricking

pain, which he faid he felt almofl over the whole

bread properly fo called, but more efpeciaily at

the lower parts of the cheft. His back alfo was

pained ; and he complained of forenefs over the

whole body, aggravated, he alleged, on being

touched. He could lie only on his back. His

pulfe was quick and fmall. He had no third; he

felt great heat internally ; his refpiration w7as dif-

ficult ; and he expectorated a reddifh fluid matter.

On the fourth day of the difeafe, he had fome bi-

lious ftools. On the eighth day, after having palled

a
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a great quantity of urine, he became covered with

a clammy fweat, and expired.

^Appearances on Dijfeclion.

Abdomen. The flomach and the interlines, e-

fpecially the colon, appeared much diftended with

air. The lower part of the fpleen w7as tinged with

a particular blacknefs, to the depth of an inch and

an half, juft as if incipient gangrene had fuper-

vened. The liver was very large, and of a whitifli

colour. The gall-bladder, along with a little bile

of a whitifh yellow colour, contained more than

feventy calculous concretions. The largefl of

thefe (of which there were very few) did not ex-

ceed the fize of a bean ; and the fmalleft were

not lefs than a pepper corn. The former were of

an oval figure, and were flat on one fide. The

latter were of the form of a cube. Internally

they feemed compofed of a kind of minute grains

moiftened with bile. Thefe grains were inverted

all round, by a cruft, which was at leaft double,

and was mcflly of a greenifh colour, but in fome

places white. When expofed to the fire, all of

them preferved the flame when they had once

caught it, and now and then emitted fparks

wi:h a noife. The right kidney was exceedingly

flabby. The trunk of the aorta, both in the bel-

ly and in the thorax, as high up as the curvature,

was fmall in proportion to the fize of the body and

the
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the other vifecra ; all which were of a tolerable

bulk.

Thorax. The right fide of the chelt contained

a turbid fanious ferous fluid. Both lobes of the

lungs adhered ahnort everywhere to the conti-

guous parts, and even to the diaphragm. The

connections of the left lobe, at the anterior fur-

face, were formed by filaments only ; the remain-

ing part of the fame lobe, and the right one too,

throughout their whole extent, were not only

firmly connected to, but alfo even feemed to form

the fame fubttance with the contiguous parts, by

means of a thick membranous body interpofed be-

tween them and the pleura. This membranous

fubftance wTas of a white colour, exceedingly

tough ; and in fome places, on the right fide, was

half as thick as one's little finger. On the left

fide, it was much lefs thick and white. On the

lungs being forcibly feparated from their adhe-

fions, this fubftance followed. When feparated

from the lungs, which could be very readily done,

this membrane appeared found and entire ; info-

much fo, that, unlefs the pleura had been obferved

uninjured in its natural fituation on the left fide,

(through which the adjoining intercoftal mufcles

appeared redder than ufual), it might have been

miftaken for that membrane. On the right fide,

however, another membrane fimilar to the former

(which at that part had been torn off, along with

2 the
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the lungs), except that it was lefs thick, appeared

inftead of the pleura. When this membrane was

drawn off, the intercoftal mufcles were feen under

it, of a white colour ; fo that, at this place, it was

probable the pleura had become thickened in con-

fluence of difeafe. The pleura, where it covered

the fterno-eoflalis mufcle, which was inflamed, was

femi-putrid, and eafily lacerated by the flighted

touch of the ringer. The fiefhy part of the dia-

phragm, all round its middle, where the lungs ad-

hered, feemed inflamed. The left lobe of the

lungs exhibited in one place a white fubftance,

compofed as it were of tartarifated grains. In al-

moft all the other parts, it was only indurated,

compact, and heavy ; and it was leafl foon its an-

terior furface. The right lobe was much harder,

more compact, and heavier than the left. In the

pericardium there was a little more fluid than ufual

;

and it had a turbid appearance. A whitifli, yel-

low, rather flabby polypous concretion was feen

in the right ventricle of the heart, extending

through both orifices of that cavity. Similar con-

cretions went out at each orifice of the left ven-

tricle. Thofe which extended from this ventricle

into the pulmonary vein, and from the right into

the pulmonary artery, were divided into ramifica-

tions reiembling diviilons of thefe velTsls.

Case
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C a s 1: X.WV1II. (xxi. 34.)

A MAN, whofe trade was that of lifting wheat,

an occupation very injurious to the lungs, after

having been affecled with pleurify, from which hz

was recovering, became again indifpofed. He

complained of a violent pain of (he thorax; and

compelled, in order to breathe, to lit up in

bed. He had an exceflive cough, attended with

the expectoration of a fmall quantity of vifcid

bloody matter. His face was fluflied ; his pulfe

was hard, exceedingly irregular and intermitting;

and he was at times affected with convulfive tre-

mors. He was bled two or three times; the blood

drawn had a thick buffy cruft. His lower extre-

mities became cedematous. Under thefe fymp-

toms he died, on the eleventh day.

Appearances on Diffeclion.

Abdomen. A considerable quantity of turbid

yellowilh watery fluid was found in the belly.

The liver was indurated: externally it was of a

pale livid colour, and internally it was variegated

by numeroi rticles,

Thorax. Both fides of the cheft, and efpe-

cialiy the right one, contained a great quantity

of turbid yellow coloured fluid; amidit which

there were concretions, fimilar to what are {tt\\

floating at the bottom of a calk of wine. The

Vol. I. P p pleura
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pleura appeared at the fides, and efpecially at the

left, which was probably the feat of the former

pleurify, to be fumewhat redder than ufual. The

lungs, which adhered nowhere to the pleura, had

the lower part of the right lobe indurated and tur-

gid ; and at that part the fubftance appeared

thick, and of a brownifh purple colour. In other

parts they were of a foft confidence. A bloody

fluid was prefTed from the bronchia on both fides

into the trunk of the afpera arteria. The pericar-

dium, before it was cut into, appeared much lar-

ger than ufual. When opened, this was found to

be owing not fo much to a quantity of fluid, of the

fame kind with that in the thorax, which it con-

tained, as to the fize of the heart; the parietes of

"which indeed were not enlarged ; but its ventri-

cles (efpecially the right one) were greatly dif-

tended, and filled with a large quantity of black

blood. The blood certainly was not very fluid \

but no polypous concretions appeared in the heart,

except a lingle thin incruftation in the right ven-

tricle.

Case XXXIX. (xx. 7.)

A woman, aged twenty-feven years, who

though (lie had been married for four years, had

never conceived, became affected with pain in the

left fide of the thorax, together with difficulty of

I
t

breatr
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brcathii, -h, attended with

(he

died.

appearances on T)iflection.

A r. The fluid of the veiieles of the

ovaria appeared -.lated, as If it had been

boiled.

Thorax. \n the left cavity of the cheft, a

quantity of white coloured ierous fluid was found;

and the polterior part of the lungs in the fame ca-

vity was inflamed. When cut into, although no

abfeefs could be (liftinguifhed, famous matter mix-

ed with blood flowed out, and black fpots were

feen here and there throughout its fubftance.

Case XL. (xx. 20.)

A priest, nearly thirty years of age, was af-

fected with difficult refpi.ration, and expectorated

a large quantity of matter. At firit he complain-

ed of pain in the right, and then in the left fide

of the thorax. He died on the tenth day.

appearances on Diflefiion.

Thorax. Both cavities of the cheft contained

ferous fluid, but not in confiderable quantity. A
part of this fluid had become concreted; and, like

a pale coloured coat, covered every where the

furface of the lungs. The ri^ht lobe was exceed-

ingly red at the polterior part 5 it was alfo indu-

Pp i rated,
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r^^uut lefs fo than it generally is in cafes of

—^-peripneumony. About the middle of its internal

fubftance, purulent matter bad begun to be form-

ed. The left lobe exhibited likewife marks of in-

cipient inflammation on the back part. The pe-

ricardium was thicker than ufual, and was diftend-

ed with a yellow coloured ferous fluid. In confe-

quence of the concretion of a part of this fluid, a

reticulated kind of fubitance was extended, not

only over the internal furface of the pericardium,

but alfo over the external furface of the heart.

When this fubftance was prefled upon, fmall drops

of ferum flowed out. The right ventricle of the

heart contained a polypous concretion.

Case XLI. (xx. 2.)

A carman, aged about fifty years, had been

troubled with feverifh fits for the fpace of a year,

and more lately alfo, had been affected with pe-

ripneumony, dry cough, difficult refpiration, and

in fome degree, delirium. He could not, never-

thelefs, be perfuaded to confine himfelf to bed,

but applied to bufinefs as ufual. It was not,

therefore, till about the fifth or fixth day from the

firft attack of peripneumony, that he came to the

hofpital of Bologna, to which he walked. After

his admiflion, the above mentioned fymptoms be-

came
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came fo much fttcd, that he died within

twenty-four hours.

• ances on i

Abdomen. A. fmall tyoflimpi tery

ferutnwaa found in the cavity of the belly. The

fpleen appeared three times larger than ordinary.

Thorax. The right cavity or the thorax con-

tained fome ounces or* turbid ferous fluid. The

fuperior lobe of the lungs, on that iide, was en-

tirely inflamed, efpecially towards the posterior

part. When cut into, very fmall abfeefie

taining fanious matter, were found everywhere

difperfed here and there throughout its fubftance.

The pleura was found. The cavity of the peri-

cardium was half filled with its own proper fluid.

Polypous concretions were found in the heart.

Thole in the auricles were the larger : thofe in the

ventricles, at the orifices of the arteries, were the

fmaller; and of them the largeft was fituated in

the right ventricle.

Case XLII. (xxi. 17.)

An old man, above fixty years of age, became

affecled with fever, and at the fame time with an

acute pricking pain in the anterior part of the right

iide. He lay upon his back. His tongue was

parched, and his pulfe full and frequent. After

having been treated for fome days in the ordinary

manner,
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manner, in the hofpital of Bologna, he feemed to

be fo much relieved of fever and pain, that the fe-

nior phyfician allowed him to indulge freely in

the common diet of the houfe; and three days af-

ter ordered him a purge, according to cuflom.

Having, in confequence of this permiffion, eaten a

great deal, the fever and pain of the fame part re-

turned on the fucceeding night. His puife became

hard, frequent, full, and vibrating; and conti-

nued fo till within a few hours of his death. His

refpiration was hurried ; but was not very bad.

Having fpontaneouily raifed himfelfinto the fitting

pofture, although he appeared as if he fnould live

for feme days, he was fuddenly affected with fter-

tor, and died.

Appearances on DiJJlclion.

Externally. His body had an u^ly appear-

ance. It was much emaciated ; the thighs were

fcabby ; and the abdomen had fallen in.

Abdomen. That particular kind of fmell

which generally arifes from inflamed interlines,

was perceived on opening the belly ; and, accord-

derable portions of the fin all interlines

were in different places found to be of a very red

,:i\ The edge of the liver, and its hollow fur-

face on ihe contiguous part, to a finall extent, was

of a livid colour. The gall bladder had tinged

the p\icrus and duodenum very deeply; but the

colour did not penetrate their coals. The flat

furface
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furface of the fpl n 1 \ The
;

is a little

Thor \\. T irt of the rij

the lung

• d. When cur into, pus, or matter refefn-

; it, together with a frothy fluid, were clif-

: ; and if ice refembled part of the

A final! quantity of greenifh yellow co-

loured fluid was found in the left fide of the tho-

rax. The left lobe adhered to the pleura towards

the diaphragm, and more clofely on the upper C

through the interpofition of a yellow thin mem-

branous fubflance. The interior part of the fs

lobe was black and indurated, and was of the

fame fubflance as that of the right ; and like it,

too, contained purulent matter of a whitifh

lour, which was difcharged when the lobe was

drawn out of the thorax. The pleura was quite

found. In the pericardium there was a large quan-

tity of greenifh yellow coloured watery fluid. Po-

lypous concretions were feen at each of the ori-

fices of the heart ; the fmallefl extended into the

left auricle, and the largeft into the aorta. That

veffel was much wider than ufual, but had no in-

equalities. Points of incipient ofliftcatior.s were

feen upon its internal furface beyond the valves.

Case
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Case XLIII. (xxi. 30.)

A man, aged fifty-fix years, of a tall ftature,

and of a pretty good habit of body, but irregular

in his mode of living, having undergone much

fatigue in ringing church bells, (the means by

which he gained his bread) had complained for

fome days of a flight pricking pain within the

bread, at the lower part of the fternum. The

pain became much more violent; and upon the

fame day, fever and difficulty of breathing fu-

pervened. Ke had two or three fpontaneous

/tools, confifting of a bilious frothy matter. He

was brought into the hofpital of Bologna folate,

that he could not be bled till about the end

of the fourth day of the fever. The blood con-

tained little ferum, and had a whitifh yellow cruit

of about two inches in thicknefs. On the fifth

day. his pulfe was full and hard : he had fcarcely

flept during the night ; and he could not breathe

freely. The urine which he palfed during the

end of the fifth day was of a deep colour, and not

very clear. His pulfe, at the fame time, was fre-

quent, irregular, and not hard. His refpiration

was difficult, and attended with moaning. The

pain was unabated ; he could lie ealily on either

fide ; and he expeclorated a thick frothy matter

with yellow ftreaks. During the night he was

much
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much diftrefled with the pain and In the

morning the pain was alleviated: but his p

and expectoration a >n the :

as was alio his urine, except that it u I in

final! quantity, ami was of a reddifh colour, and

fomewhat turbid. Towards the end of that ddy,

which was the iixth of the difeafe, blood was

drawn from his right hand; but as it was all re-

ceived into water, it could not be properly exa-

mined. On the beginning of the feventh day he

feemed better; but towards the end of the fame

day, his pain became aggravated, his pulfe fmaller

and more frequent, his refpiration hurried, and

his tongue parched. He paffed a reftlefs night.

In the beginning of the fuccceding day he had

profufe fweat, which was encouraged by gentle

means; but without producing any relief. To-

wards the end of that day, his breathing was very

much hurried ; his pulfe fmall, affording little re-

finance to the finger when preffed. He expecto-

rated a yellow matter, which was fluid, and not

frothy ; and his urine continued to have the fame

appearances. About the beginning of the ninth

day, he could at pleafure put his arms without the

bed-cloaths; and could alio fpeak, though with

fome difficulty. From thefe circumstances, thofe

about him did not imagine that he was dying

;

yet he foon after expired.

Vol. I. Q^q Appearances
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Appearances on Diffhclion.

Abdomen. Externally the belly was livid

about the ilia ; and under that part the colon,

which was diltended with air, though in every

other re fpeel found, lay. The liver extended fo

much acrofs the body, that it covered the whole

upper parr of the fplecn, to which it was clofe-

ly connected. Its edge was for a considerable

fpace livid; as was alfo its concave furface, to the

extent of three fingers breadth : but the lividnefs

was quite fuperficial. It was not harder than

ufual, but was a little whiter. The gall-bladder

contained very little bile; though the antrum

pylori, which lay under it, was tinged with that

fluid. It had in it, however, twenty gall-ftones,

of various fizes, but moll of them fmall ; except

one, which was very large, and which, like the reft,

refembled charcoal in colour, in roughnefs, and

in brittlenefs of fubftance. None of thefe gall-

Hones, when expofed to the fire, emitted flame

or iparks ; but they fometimes crackled a little.

The fpleen was large, even in proportion to the

flat ure of the man : it was flabby, and externally of

a whitifh colour. The external furface of the fto-

mach, on the whole of the left fide, was marked

with large, and as it were, ramifying fpots, of a

blackifli livid colour. On the internal furface,

too, fimilar fpots appeared, extending to the oefo-

phagus ; and about them drops of blood, flicking

between
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between the coats and the (tornach, ten:

fo that, from every circumftance, there could be

no doubt of the ftomach having been infl imed.

Thorax. of the chefl contained

watery fluid ; and that on the right fide at leaft

wis turbid and of a yellow colour. Both lobes

of the Lungs were at the upper part connected to

the pleura ; whit!;, there, and in fome <>'her parts

of the right iide, was coniiderably thickened.

On the fame fide, pieces apparently of that mem-
brane lay on the furface of the lungs, which was

in other refpe&s found. The right lobe of the

lungs was very heavy, and its fubftance through-

out refembled that of the liver : it was of a whit-

ifh colour, and indurated, but lefs fo than uiual

under the fame circumftances. It appeared femi-

putrid ; and more efpecialiy, as a whitiib turbid

fluid was in many places difcharged from the

bronchia when cut into. Over that furface of

the lungs, contiguous to the mediaftinum, next

the pericardium, and over the mediaitinum itfelf,

a thickifh reticulated fubftance, ol a yellowifli co-

lour, and of a beautiful appearance, was extend-

ed. It could be eafily drawn off: this was al-

io the cafe with refpeel to another membranous

fubftance, of a bloody colour, which was alfo fpread

over the mediaftinum at the fame part. No fuch

appearance occurred in the left fide; and on that

lide the lungs were found, or nearly fo. In the pe-

Q^q 2 ricardium
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ricardium there was a good deal of the fame kind

of fluid feen in the right fide of the cheft. The
heart was very large, and exceedingly flaccid.

It contained two polypous concretions. The one

of which beginning in the right auricle, was from

thence extended through the adjoining ventricle

into the pulmonary artery. The other, which

was fomewhat thicker, and much larger, filled al-

moft the whole of the left ventricle, and from

that was continued into the aorta. When it was

drawn out of that veiTel, a column of flrongly

coagulated blood of the length of a fpan follow-

ed. Nor was the blood contained in the vefTels

above that, lefs coagulated, as appeared when the

neck was cut into. The veiTels of the larynx and

pharynx w7ere turgid. The face was of a livid

red colour; and the external ear contained a lit-

tle half- coagulated blood.

Case XLIV. (xxi. 32.)

A woman, aged forty-five years, affected with

an ulcer of long (landing in one of her legs, with

a dry fcabby eruption over her whole body, and

with a kind of flow fever, was admitted into the

bofpltal of incurables at Bologna. Previous to

her auinhTion, me had drank fuch a quantity of

wine, that (lie had fcarcely tailed any thing elfe

for three days ; in confequence of which, (lie was

very
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very hot and reftlcfs during the firfl bight of her

refidencc in the hofpital. Next morning fne was

better; but her pulfe was frequent, quick, hard,

and cord-like, though it did not refift much when

prefied by the fingers, nor yet was it full. In the

evening, (he again became hot, and had felt an

acute pricking pain at the lowermoft true rib on

the left fide. The pain was aggravated neither

by external preilurc, nor by lying upon that fide.

She lay, however, more eafily on the right fide;

for, when on the left, the cough which in this

difeafe always attends, was excited. The pain

afterwards ceafed, and did not again recur; fo

that fhe feemed to be fomewhat better, more e-

fpecially as the pulfe, though in other refpects the

fame, had become lefs frequent. But on the

fourth day, after a fliivering fit, fucceeded by a

hot one, fhe became worfe ; and along with her

cough, which had hitherto been dry, fhe expec-

torated a bloody matter, of a cineritious livid co-

lour, and of a fetid imell. She could not breathe

unlefs her neck were erect. Her pulfe became

fmaller and weaker, and ihe expectorated black

coloured purulent matter. A flight delirium fu-

pervened. The exacerbations of the fever occur-

red at a later hour on thefe latter days. In the

middle of the fixth day, fhe died as if fhe had

been fuddenly fuiibcated.

Appearances
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Appearances on DiJ/eclion.

Abdomen. All the vifcera were found.

Thorax. Each fide of the cheft contained a

fmall quantity of fetid ferous fluid, of a cineriti-

ous colour. The lungs adhered very flightly to

the pleura. That membrane, on the left fide,

where the lungs had adhered, was in different

places rough and unequal, in confequence of fmall

red coloured tubercles. Adjoining to the left

lobe of the lungs, at that part where it is conti-

guous to the diaphragm, there were two falfe

membranes, one of which adhered to the lobe it-

felf, and the other to the diaphragm. That lobe

was not red, but of a livid colour, and was of a

harder confidence than the liver. When cut in-

to, matter like what had been expectorated was

found in its internal fubftance, and efpecially in

certain finufes, as it were, which contained yellow

pus. No hard nor particular coat inverted thofe

finufes. There was nothing within the afpera ar-

teria. The other lobe was quite found. Small

polypous concretions were obferved in the vena

cava and in the pulmonary artery ; and a pretty

large one in the left auricle.

Case XLV. (xxi. 3.)

A robust young man, about eighteen years of

age,
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age, a fleeted with pneumonic inflammation, died

within eight da) s.

Appearances on 1) •[]' ition.

Abdomen. Some dialed ferous fluid was feen

in the abdominal cavity. The edge of the Liver

was livid. The interlines were in lbme places of

a reddifh colour, and had a ftrong fmell.

Thorax. The right lobe or' the lungs adhered

flrongly everywhere to the neighbouring parts, by-

means of a thin membranous fubllance. The up-

per part of the fame lobe was much indurated, and

very heavy; its fubllance reiembling that of the

liver: an appearance which took place in the re-

maining part of the fame lobe, and throughout the

greateil part of the left. The left fide of the tho-

rax contained a large quantity of bloody, black-

coloured, watery fluid ; and a good deal of fimi-

lar fluid was found in the pericardium. The right

auricle of the heart was very much dilated, proba-

bly in confequence of its having eafily yielded to

a quantity of blood thrown into it during the lad

moments of life. The blood was black and gru-

mous, and furrounded a large firm polypous con-

cretion, part of which belonged to the adjoining

ventricle. Another fubllance, of the fame kind,

but of a round form, appeared in the pulmonary

artery. The left ventricle and auricle contained

no fuch fubllance ; nor had there ever been any

blood
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blood in them, except it had flowed out during

the difledion.

Case XLVI. (xx. 17.)

A young man, almoft thirty years of age, after

much working, became affected with a flight dull

pain in the left fide of the thorax. At the fame time

he wasfeverilh, he breathed with difficulty, and had

no expectoration. Thefe fymptoms continued for

fourteen days, about the end of which time they

feemed fomewhat alleviated. But, on a fudden,

great difficulty of breathing, attended with fler-

tor, and the expectoration of a rofy coloured mat-

ter, which he fpit up in great quantity and with

no difficulty, fupervened. He had lain during the

whole courfe of the difeafe upon his right fide, and

fometimes upon his back. On the feventeenth

day, while turning upon the right fide, he expi-

red.

Appearances on Dijfetlion.

Thorax. The pleura appeared found, and to-

tally unconnected with the lungs. The left lobe

of the lungs was univerfaily inflamed, except at

the fuperior part. From that part, although found,

blood flowed in drops at two places ; fo that more

than four pounds of that fluid were found ilag-

nating in the left fide of the cheft. The heart con-

tained two polypous concretions.

3 Case
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Case XLV1I. (i.vm. 13.)

A butcher, aged about forty years, affected

with lues venerea^ often intoxicated, and fo fub-

ject to difeafea of tlw thorax, that he had been re-

peatedly in the hofpital of Padua, on account of

fuch complaints, was again admitted into that hof-

pital. He laboured under acute fever ; and was

troubled with conltant cough, which was fo much

aggravated three or four times every hour, that he

became livid from the exertion. He had alfo pu-

rulent expectoration, and a hard chord-like pulfe.

Venefection was twice performed, and the blood

at both times had abuffy coat. Having been thus

affected for fifteen days, at laft, within the fpace of

a fingle day, his ftrength failed more and more,

and he died.

Appearances on
e
DiJfeclion.

Thorax. The lungs were quite putrid, and

had a very ofTenfive fmell. The heart was flabby.

In one of the valves of the aorta, the Papilla A-

rantii was much larger than natural. The mem-

branous layers of which the valve is compofed, at

the furface, under the above-mentioned papilla,

that is, oppofite to the other valves, were feparated

from each other to a confiderable extent, fo that a

probe could be introduced into the opening. The

contiguous portion of the trunk of the aorta was

Yol. I. Rr marked I
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marked internally with white fpots, and was fome-

what unequal on its internal furface. The aorta,

at its arch, was diftended into an aneurifm.

Case XLI1I. (xx. 43.)

An unmarried woman, of twenty-two years of

age, was feized with a fixed acute pricking pain in the

right fide, attended with cough, expectoration, diffi-

culty of breathing, and fever. She could lie in no

fituation, but upon the pained fide. In the progrefs

of the difeafe, her expectoration became tinged

with blood, and one day a large quantity of that

fluid was fpit up. For fome days before death

{lie was affected with pains about the ilia. On
the ninth day, convuliive motions having fuper-

vened, flie died while lying on her left fide.

Appearances on Diffeclion.

Abdomen. Some ferous fluid was feen in the

belly. The fpleen was very large. The greater

part of the fmall inteflines were inflamed.

Thorax. The right lobe of the lungs was

flrongly connected to the pleura. Its whole fub-

fiance was greatly inflamed, and in one part next

the pleura an ulor was obferved; between which

and the pleura feme ferous fluid appeared. The

left lobe approached towards a black colour;

and was alfo marked here and there with black

fpots. The left fide of the thorax contained

fome
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fome ourices of (trow Hu ;

I-. Two polypous concre-

tions were feed in the heart; the (Vndllef hy in the

left ventricle; and the larger filled the whole of

the light auricle, which was very much dilated.

Case XLIX. (xx. 45.)

A ifah, aged fifty years, was feized with an

acute fever, laborious refpiration, pain, extending

from the flernum almoft to the abdominal muf-

cles, and mod diitrefiing cough, which occafion-

ed great pain about the left bread and falfe ribs.

He could lie on neither fide. He had no expec-

toration. On the fifth day of the difeafe he died.

appearances on D'-ffeclion.

Thorax. When the fternum was railed, a fmall

quantity of dark-coloured ferous fluid flowed out

from the left fide of the cheft. The left lobe of

the lungs was much indurated, approached to-

wards a greenifh colour, and was marked with

black fpots. When cut into, a watery and pu-

trid coliuvies, with blood intermixed, was difchar-

ged. Polypous concretions were found on the

ventricles of the heart.

Case L. (xx. 41.)

A woman, of fix'y years of age, was feized

with an acute pricking pain in the right fide of

R r 2 the
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the thorax, fo! that (he could not lie on that fide.

She was troubled with cough, attended with little

expectoration. She breathed uneaiily, but not

with excefiive difficulty; and her ftrength was en-

tirely exhaufted. The pain afterwards became fo

much alleviated, that flie could lie eafily on the

affected fide. Her pulfe however having every

day grown weaker, fhe at length died.

appearances on Dijfeciicn.

Abdomen. Within the membrane of the fpleen,

an cfleous body, cf a fpherical form, was found.

Thorax. Both lobes of the lungs adhered to

the pleura. The right lobe, which adhered more

clofely than the left, was at the fuperior part

much indurated. In the lame part an abfcefs

was obferved : this, when cut into, discharged a

large quantity of dark-coloured ferous fluid. The

contiguous fubftance of the lungs was tinged with

the fame colour, and feemed in fome meafure af-

fected with gangrene. The left lobe, which did

not like the right confift of a iingle portion, but

was compofed of feveral lobules, was fiightly in-

flamed at the poiterior part, and throughout the

whole external furface was here and there marked

with black fpots. Much watery fluid was found

in the pericardium. Both ventricles of the heart

contained a large polypous concretion; that in

the right was the largeft. The blood in this Sub-

ject was almolt completely coagulated.

CAUSES
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CAUSES of Pneumonic Inflammation.

Predisponen t Cause. There is a natural and

acquired predifpofition to pneumonic inflamma-

tion. Under the former head, may be clafTed the

general diipolition to inflammatory complaints and

itraitnefs of the cheft. Under the latter, certain

occupations in life, as the dreiling of flax, lifting

of wheat, chifleling of llones, &c. and former in-

flammatory affections of the lungs.

Exciting Causes. Every circumflance which

is an exciting caufe of general inflammation, may,

in a perfon predifpofed to it, induce pneumonia ;

fuch as, expofure to cole!, &c. Violent or long

continued exertion of the lungs, too, whether in

fpeaking, finging, or blowing on mufical inftru-

ments, is found to be productive of the fame ef-

fect where there is a general inflammatory predif-

pofition; even although no caufe, directing the in-

flammation immediately to the lungs, fhall con-

cur. Cutaneous eruptions alfo, particularly mea-

lies, often prove exciting caufes of this difeafe.

Befides the exciting caufes now enumerated,

Morgagni has mentioned fome circumitances,

(Epiftle xxi. N° 43. & 44.) which feem to fhow,

that pneumonia may arife from the prefence of

worms
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worms in the inteftinal canal. He dates particu-

larly, that pneumonic inflammation, attended

with worms, was very prevalent at Farneie in the

winter of J705 *. But as the difeafe was not

cured

* Dr. Pedrattl, who then pradtifed at Farnefe, gave Morgag-
ni the following acconnt of the fymptoms which characterized

that epidemic. The firft fymptom was pain in the fide, rather

obtuie than acute ; at the beginning tolerable, and throughout its

courfe fomefimes intermitting. In the mean time, ligns of worms

harbouring in the alimentary canal appeared; and befides, fome of

thofe animals were thrown off by vomiting, and fome of them

were fcen in the feces. At the fame time there was violent cough,

attended with the expectoration of a white crude matter tinged

with ftreaks of blood. Fever, uihered in by fhivering, continuing

uniformly without either remiiTion or exacerbation, accompanied

thefe fymptoms. The pulfe was low, fmall, and unequal. About

the fifth, or at the utmoft the feventh day, the difeafe, iuftead of

being aggravated, feemed rather to decreafe in violence : fo that

the patient appeared in a way of recovery, the pain and cough

having ceafed, and the fever even being much moderated. Soon

after this, however, all thefe fymptoms became more violent than

before ; with the addition of fo great a difficulty of breathing, and

ftich proftration of ftrength, that death, preceded by burning heat

in the internal parts, while the external furfcee of the body was

cold, and, what was the molt certain fign of approaching diffolu-

tion, univerfally livid, like that of a dead body, took place with-

in forty hours. Vomiting, at the beginning of the difeafe, efpe-

eially when excited by the preparation called Ruland's Water,

was found ufeful in robuft patients. But purging, even by means

of fiefh drawn almond oil, or by calomel combined with a little

myrrh and coralline, did not produce fuch good effects. For al-

though, by the latter medicine, the worms, which were of the

lumbricus fpecies, were in a wonderful manner expelled ; yet im-

mediately after, the ftools, the pain was aggravated, and the in-

flammation

_J
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cured by the expulfi m of the worms, and as the

appearances on diflection in thofe who died of

that diibrder were pretty nearly the kl

other cafes ; it is more probable that the pre fence

of the worms was an accidental circumlla.ue only,

than that it could be an exciting cauie of the

difeafe.

REMARKS on the Cases of Pneumonic In-

flammation.

In thefe cafes, the various degrees of the feveral

fatal terminations of pneumonic inflammation are

very accurately pointed out. Thus, in the firfl

ten cafes, inflammation and induration of the fub-

ftance of the furface of the lungs are exhibited. In

the two following ones, the pericardium and pleu-

ra inverting the ribs had alio been inflamed, and

the

f!animation feemed increafed. On the other hand, by the ufe of

the oil, the expectoration appeared at firit to be rendered more

eafy ; but foon afterwards, as if the lungs had been thereby re-

laxed, the difficulty of breathing became greater, and the death

of the patient was accelerated. For thefe reafons, it was neceffa-

ry to lay afide the employment of thole medicines. Befides, as

blood-letting was found to de] jth, it could not be

had receurfe to, except in cafes where immatpry fymp-

toms were exceedingly urgent, and then a fmall quantify Only wat

iakea away at a time
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the inflammation had there terminated in effu-

fion. From the fourteenth to the twenty-fourth,

both inclufive, the various gradations in effufions

within the fubftance of the lungs, from bloody fe-

rum to perfect pus, are well marked. The fuc-

ceeding cafes as far as the thirty-eighth, are in-

ftances of empyema exifting, either (imply or com-

bined, with exudation from the furface of the pe-

ricardium. Empyema and vomica were joined

in the following eight cafes. The forty-fifth and

forty-fixth, are examples of bloody extravafations

within the thorax ; and the four lad cafes feem to

fhew the progreflive ftages of gangrene.

The obfervations already offered refpe&ing the

phenomena of inflammation, render it unneceifary

to introduce any extended remarks in this place.

The hiftories of the firft ten cafes prove, that

a degree of inflammation in the lungs, which

in many other parts could not be productive of

much injury to the fyftem, occafions fatal event.

The induration of the fubftance of thofe or-

gans, it has been already alleged, is owing to ma-

ny of the veffels diflributed over the air cells be-

ing diflended with blood : but it is probable that

fome other circumftance concurs ; for in that ftate

their fubftance is as compact and heavy as that

of the liver, and, like it too, exhibits a fmooth

fhining furface when cut into.

In the firft cufe, although delirium had taken

i place,
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place, there was no inflammation within the cra-

nium.

The feventeenth cafe affords an kiftance of the

general fatality of acute difeafes during pregnan-

cy. Under fuch circumftances it commonly hap-

pens that abortion precedes the Fatal event t but

this furnifhes an exc< pi ion to the general rule.

Cafe eighteenth contains the hjftory of a pa-

tient who died from pneumonia, which was in the

winter of 1738 epidemic at Padua, efpecially in

fome convents of nuns. Morgagni feems to hint

that the difeafe was deemed contagious : but he

alferts, as a proof of the contrary, not only that

it was not communicated to the attendants of the

lick, but alfo that all who were affected had a

previous difpofition to pneumonic inflammation.

The twenty-fifth cafe is an example of cynan-

Che terminating in pneumonia.

The fymptotris of the thirty-firft cafe refembled

fomuch thole of inflam rnation of the liver, that Val-

falva, after considerable heiitation, concluded it to

be that difeafe. He was led to form this conclulion

from there being no fymptoms diftinclly chara&eri-

fing pneumonia, and from the patient constantly

pointing with his own hand to the region of the

liver as the feat of the pain. It mufl: be allowed

that every fymptom or hepatitis was prefent, ex-

cept the pain in the clavicle or moulder, which

alone in this inftance might have ihewn that there

Vol. 1. S s was
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was no inflammation of the liver. At the fame

time cafes of pneumonia may occur, attended

even by this fymptom. Fortunately the prac-

tice in both cafes, being nearly the fame, is not

very materially influenced by the diftinction of

the difeafes.

In feven cafes, viz. the eighth, nineteenth, twen-

ty-fourth, forty-fecond, forty-third, forty-fifth, and

forty-eighth, fome of the contents of the abdomen

were inflamed. Whether this is to be regarded

as an accidental circumftance, or as the confe-

quence of fympathy, remains to be determined.

SECT. IV. HEPATITIS; or, Inflammation

of the Liver.

xaEPATITIS is faid to be characterifed by pain

and tenlion in the region of the liver, the pain

extending to the right clavicle and top of the

fhoulder; difficulty of lying on the left fide,

breathlefsnefs, dry cough, vomiting, hiccup, and

fymptoms of inflammatory fever*.

In

*

* Vid. Cullen Nofolog. Method, edition quart, vol. ii. p. u>
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In temperate climates this difeale occurs rarely;

but the confequences of inflammation, as fcirrhoui

hardnefs, fuppurations, esc. are often obferved in

the liver after death, when no fymptom Indicating

inflammation of that organ had preceded. Such

cafes have been termed Chronic Hepatitis : a title

which appears exceedingly improper.

The fyn) ptoms of true hepatitis are different in

di fierent cafes.

Sometimes the pain refembles, both in the fen-

fation it communicates, and in its feat, that of

pneumonia, and, like it too, is increafed by refpira-

tion ; but it is different in one refpeel, viz. in be-

ing aggravated by the touch. In fuch cafes, the

feat of the inflammation is found to be on the con-

vex furface. In other cafes, the pain is attended

with vomiting, great anxiety, and jaundice. Un-

der thefe circumftances, the concave furface of the

liver is chiefly affected.

Obftinate conftipation is faid to attend at the

beginning, in many cafes. In others, the fasces

paifed have a white appearance.

This difeafe is by no means fo dangerous as the

inflammation of other abdominal vifcera : for it

often ceafes fpontaneoufly, terminating by a cri-

tical difcharge of urine, fweat, bilious ftools, or hae-

morrhagy from the nofe or feat of the piles.

Where it ends fatally, it feldom proves rapidly

or fuddenly fatal
;

probably never, unlets where

S s 2 the
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the inflammation is communicated to the ftomach

or bowels. It moil generally terminates in fuppu-

ration and abfcefs, from which the matter is for-

ced into the abdomen or thorax; and hence the

patient either becomes hectic, or is fuddenly fuflb-

cated.

But even when fuppuration enfues death is not

always the confequence : for fometimes the mat-

ter is by the biliary duels conveyed into the intef-

tinal canal, and io thrown off; fometimes it is dif-

charged by an external opening through the pa-

rietes of the abdomen ; and fometimes too it is

coughed up from the lungs. Gangrene feldom

takes place.

The feat of the difeafe is probably firft in the

external membrane of the liver, from wrhich it

is communicated to the parenchymatous fub-

ftance. Some authors have fuppofed that, in true

hepatitis, the inflammation is confined to the for-

mer of thefe parts ; and in what they have fly led

the chronic hepatitis, it is exclufively feated in the

latter *. But this opinion is not confirmed by

the appearances on diifeclion.

CASE

* See Dr. Cullen's Firft: Lines, par. 41S.



iO\T
S. J2S

CASE of 1 1 l.p \ ri

(xxxvi. 4.)

An old woman, more than fixty years of age, had

long complained of a pain above the umbilical re-

gion, attended with third, cough, and the expecto-

ration of a catarchous matter. Towards the end

of her life her reipiration was difficult ; and a few

days before death, Tier belly became fuddenly

much fwelled, and her feet cedematons. At length,

the pain above the umbilicus having gradually a-

bated, (lie died.

Appearances on Biffeclion.

Abdomen. The belly contained a great quan-

tity of limpid watery fluid. No veftiges of lym-

phatics were perceived. The fpleen was twice

the ordinary fize. The liver was indurated. A
congeries of veficles, from which ferum was dif-

charged when they were ruptured, appeared ad-

hering to one part of the liver. Within its fub-

ftance, next the diaphragm, the cavity of an ab-

fcefs, occupying more than one third of the organ,

was found. From this the matter had burft

through the diaphragm into the right cavity of

the cheft, which was filled with famous matter.

The included lobe of the lungs, however, was

3 .
found.
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found. The gall-bladder was full of fmooth cal-

culi.

CAUSES of Hepatitis.

Predisponent Cause. The mod probable

conjecture on this fubject, is, that the ufe of par-

ticular kinds of food predifpofes to this difeafe.

Exciting Causes. All the general exciting

cauies of inflammation may induce hepatitis. Of

this the mod frequent is external violence, and

more efpeeially, it has been obferved, if that ac-

cident have occafioned fracture of the fkulL It

hns been alfo alleged, that certain paffions of the

mind, violent fummer heats, violent exercife, in-

termittent and remittent fevers, folid concretions

or collections of fluids in the liver produced by un-

known caufes, and chronic inflammation of that

organ, prove exciting caufes of the difeafe *.

REMARKS on the Case of Hepatitis.

Morgagni regrets that the fymptoms of the

cafe were not more accurately marked by Valfal-

va.

* Vide Dr. Culkn's Finl Lines, par. 416.
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va. The author of thefe r - id it as

an example of hepatitis, from Dot on-

ly the appearances on dhTection, ex-

preffi in in the htftory of the cafe, that M the pain

gradual!j abated." This, in his opinion renders it

probable that the pain had been a principal fymp-

tom.

Although the morbid appearances be not de-

tailed fo accurately as might have been wilhed,

there is reafon to conclude that both the external

membrane of the liver, and the parenchymatous

fubftance had been inflamed. It cannot however

be determined, whether the inflammation had o-

riginally begun in the former or in the latter part.

The exciting cauie was probably the congeries

of velicles attached to the external furface of the

liver.

SECT. V. GASTRITIS; or, Inflammation

of the Stomach.

J HE fymptoms which characlerife this difeafe

are by no means accurately pointed out by au-

thors; a circumftance that may be attributed to

two caufes, The infrequency of the cafe, and the

extenfive
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extenfive nervous influence of the affected organ>

While the former of thefe caufes prevents any in-

dividual practitioner from collecting fuch a number

of obfervations as entitles him to draw general

conclufions; the latter muft vary the type of the

difeafe, in different cafes, according to the fufcep-

tibility of impreffion of the nervous fyftem in the

perfon affected.

The fymptoms commonly enumerated * are, fe-

ver, with fmall, quick, hard pulfe ; violent burning

pain in the region of the ftomach
;
painful vomit-

ing, more efpeciallv after any thing is fwallowed,

whether it be liquid or folid; mod diftrefling thirft;

conilant watching
;

great reftlefsnefs, and conti-

nual tolling of the body; hiccup; difficult refpi-

ration ; coldnefs of the extremities; fainting;

intermitting pulfe ; and convulfions.

In addition to thefe fymptoms, Dr. Cullen has

remarked that gaftritis is attended with greater

lofs of flrength than any other inflammatory dif-

eafe ; and Meza has mentioned, that fuppreffion

of urine, without any diftenfion of the bladder, or,

in other words, the fufpenfion of that fecretion,

takes

* Vide Translation of Hoffman, reviled by Dr Duncan, vol. i.

p. 229. Macbride's Works, 4to edit. p. 449. Meza, loco citato,

p. 27. Jofeph Quarin, loco citato, p. 351. Dr Cullen's Firfl

Lines, vol. i. p. 412.
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takes place. In the following cafes, purging as

well as vomiting occun

The pathognomonic fymptoms are faid to be,

violent burning pain, with fwelling about the fto-

mtch, painful vomiting and eructation, and hic-

cough. But a cafe is noticed by De Haen *,

where not only was the vomiting abfent after the

nrft attack, but alfo did the appetite for food coni

tinue unimpaired. On the other hand, Sauvages

obierves f , that a difeafe prevailed at Montpelier,

in the fummer of 1760, which refembled gaftritis

in every iymptom, but that of vomiting. He
imagined that the fterno-coftalis mufcle had in

thefe cafes been inflamed.

The event of this difeafe is feldom favourable,

as it mod generally terminates in fuppuration and

ulceration, or in gangrene. Death, too, fometimes

happens merely from the violence of the inflam-

mation, before either fuppuration or gangrene can

take place. This can only be accounted for from

the wonderful connection between the vafcular

and nervous fyftem, and the great nervous influ-

ence which the ftomach pofTeffes.

The feat of the difeafe has been faid to be ei-

ther in the villous coat of the ftomach, or in its

nervous coat, as it is termed, and the peritoneum

Vol. 1. T t inserting

* Ratio Medendi, vol. iii. p. 30.

t Nofolog. Method, torn. i. p. 478.
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inverting it. In the former cafe, the inflamma-

tion is of the eryfipelatous kind ; in the latter, of

the phlegmonic. The latter alone is attended

with the fymptoms conftituting gaflritis. The
former is commonly a fymptomatic difeafe; and is

not accompanied by marks of general inflamma-

tory affection, nor by acute burning pain in the

ftomach.

CASES of Gastritis.

Case I. (xxx. 4.)

A nobleman, aged forty-two years, became

affected with a double tertian fever, which, during

the firfl paroxyfms, was accompanied with mild

fymptoms. On the fourth acceffion, however, the

fymptoms were exceedingly violent, for the cold

fit continued feven hours. He had very trouble-

fome thirft ; his tongue was rough ; his breathing

difficult. He was languid ; his pulfe was fmall

and weak; and he complained of pain, and fenfe

of fulnefs in the ftomach. He was at the fame

time fo uneafy and reftlefs, that he could not con-

tinue even for a little time in the fame part of the

bed. All thefe lymptoms became milder when

the hot fit took place, and when he was allowed

to drink diftilled water. But this relief lafted on-



INFLAMMATIONS. 331

\y a fliprt rime: f6x an aggravation of his com-

plaints foon returned, and he continued much dii-

treffed during the whole of that night. Early in

the morning he felt an inclination to vomir,

which at firfi could not be excited even by the

irritation of the fauces by his lingers, which he

did ieveral times. Soon after, however, he vo-

mited about four pounds of iluid, refembling in

colour water in which chocolate had been diflbl-

ved. In this fluid, membranous-like fubftances,

of the fame colour, floated ; and from it the fame

kind of fmell ufually emitted from the bodies of

thofe affected with fever proceeded. Although

the affection of the ftomach abated fomewhat af-

ter the vomiting; the other fymptoms not only

continued, but were even aggravated. In the

morning venefe&ion was had recourfe to. The

blood drawn in the fir it cup had its crafTumentum

fofter than ufual ; had a thin cruft on its furface,

and exhibited a milky-like ferum: but in the fe-

cond cup, the blood was much lefs altered. Not-

withstanding the employment of thefe and other

means, almoft the fame quantity of the fame kind

of fluid as that formerly mentioned was vomited

within a few hours; and this a little after happen-

ed again and again : lb that the whole quantity

vomited during that day was equal to iixteen

pounds. On the following night all the fymptonrs

were violent ; and befides, a tremor of the left

T t 2 ' arm
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arm fupervened. This recurred frequently, efpe-

cially when the arm was expofed to the air ; and

was always preceded by delirium. In the morn-

ing this tremor was converted into a kind of epi-

leptic paroxyfm; by which not only his arm, but

alio his mouth, eyes, and left thigh, were vio-

lently convulfed. Theie fymptoms continued for

many hours; and at length the affe&ed arm be-

came paralytic. The epiiepiic fits recurred lb

frequently, that more than twenty took place

within an hour. At the fame time, too, the vo-

miting became more frequent ; and the matter

thrown up was of a porraceous colour, and had

fmall membranous portions floating in it. Sin-

gultus, which had begun about, mid-day, (after the

paralytic attack) now became more violent. Al-

though all thefe fymptoms feemed fomewhat a-

bated in the afternoon, on the approach of even-

ing they were aggravated; and the pulfe and

ftrength having failed more and more during the

whole of the night, while he continued diftrelTed

with vomiting, delirium, lingultus, and frequent

violent, though fhort, fpatmodic attacks, he di-

ed in the morning.

Appearances on Dijfeclion.

Abdomen. The belly and the interlines were

fwelled. The anterior furface of the flomach and

interlines were tinged with the fame colour as the

matter which had been vomited. Internally the

ftomach
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itomach was inflamed, and all its mofl minute vef-

were very much diftended with blood. The

gall-bladder, although it contained no bile, was

turgid from air.

Thorax. The right lobe of the lungs adhered

ilrungly to the pleura: both it and the left were

tinged with a black colour, and were lull of icho-

rous matter. In the right ventricle of the heart

there was a thin polypous concretion.

Case II. (xxix. 18.)

A man, aged forty years, of a brawny make,

and accuftomed to intenfe thought, having been

affected for fome days with pain in the head, and

a fenie of heat in the parts on making water, was

feized, after fupper, at which he neither eat too

much, nor any thing unwholef >me, with excru-

ciating pains in the region of the flomach. The

pain of the head continued, and the pains in the

flomach became aggravated. He discharged, by

the mouth and by ilool, a large quantity of green-

coloured mattter. Under thefe circumllances, he

died at the beginning of the third day.

Appearances on Diffeclion.

Abdomen, lhe right fide of the flomach was

found ; and on its internal furface, about the

antrum pylori, to the extent of feveral fingers

breadth, numerous lenticular glands, much en-

larged,
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larged, appeared. The fundus, on the left fide,

was marked with bright-coloured bloody fpots.

Some of thefe fpots having begun to be covered

with an ugly ferruginous incruftation, fhowed

that the inflammation had approached to the (late

of gangrene. On the fame iide, at the part on

which there were no fpots, the internal coats feem-

ed found ; but difcharged blood very readily when

preiTed. The duodenum, and reft of the intef-

tinal canal, exhibited no morbid appearance.

The gall-bladder, at the diftance of two or three

inches from the lower part of its fundus, was con-

traded, and became again dilated before it ter-

minated in the cyftic duel : fo that it appeared to

form a double gall-bladder.

Thorax. The lobes adhered, by means of their

own membrane, to the parietes of the cheft, and

alfo to the mediaftinum : they were however found,

although their pofterior part was red. The back

and pofterior parts of the arms were alfo of a red

colour. The heart contained no blood, either

within the ventricles or auricles.

• Case III. (xxix. 20.)

A poor country woman, apparently about fifty

years of age, was fubjeel at times to difficulty of

breathing, together with a fenfe of ftraitnefs in

the cheft ; accompanied with hard pulfe, and with

fo
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fo great puliation in all the arteries, that their al-

ternate action could be diftinclly I n the

hands, in the neck, and in the temples.

di ft relied with the difficulty of refpiration, ilie was

accuftomed to come to the hofpital of Bole

where flie was relieved by being bled freely. The

blood drawn at thefe times was fomewhat hard.

In this manner flie lived for four years ; when at

laft having at her own home became affected with

pains in the ftomach, fhe died within twenty-four

hours.

appearances on Diffeclion.

Abdomen. The ftomach was large, and half

full ; but when opened, it feemed aftonifhing that

all its contents had not been evacuated by vomit-

ing. For internally it appeared eroded in feveral

different places. The erofions, although evident-

ly recent, were already affected with a gangren-

ous colour. They were exceedingly numerous,

and very minute about the pylorus; from which

they alfo extended to the contiguous part of the

duodenum. Erofions, of a larger fize, were feen

here and there on the fundus, about the cardia,

and even in the cefophagus. Thefe erofions, there-

' fore, feemed to have been produced by what had

been fwallowed : but what that was, could not be

learned, neither from the previous hiftory of the

cafe, nor from an examination of the matter that

remained in the ftomach. The fpleen was fome-

what
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what larger and more flabby than ufual ; and wag

glued to the diaphragm for a considerable extent,

and alio to the ftomach in a fmall degree : this

might perhaps arife from its large fize. The ute-

rus lay very much to the left fide; and on that

fide the round ligament was fhorter than on the

right. Within the cervix uteri, at one fide, a fmall

thick white membrane, of a pyramidal form, ad-

hered, by a flattened head, which feemed to be

the remains of a hydatid formerly diftended with

fluid. The fanguiferous vefTels of the urinary

bladder, even from the openings of the ureters,

were fo exceedingly red, that, although they were

very fmall, they could not have been better feen,

nor could their anaflomofes have been more dif-

tinclly marked, had they been filled with wax.

In this manner they were continued from both

fides into the urethra ; along the internal furface

of which they were observed in great numbers,

and much diltended ; bar, on that account, they

did not form fo beautiful an appearance as in the

bladder. On cutting into the mefe'ntery, which

was well fupplied with fat of a good colour, (as

the other parts of the body were, and in a greater

degree than could have been fuppofed from the

appearance of the iubject) feveral large glands

were obferved. Thefe were found ; but fome of

them equalled in fize the larger! bean. The be-

ginning of the fuperior mefenteric artery was com-

z mon
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Iftoh alio to the celiac. T >nary ar'cry of

the ftomach was much larger than natural. The

Vena cava, though cut through both above and

below the liver, did not discharge a fingle drop of

bloo9.

Thorax. Both fides of the chert contained a

fmall quantity o{ colourlefa watery fluid. The
lungs were turgid with air, and adhered to the

pleura at the back and at the iides. Some poly-

pous concretions appeared in the heart ; and alio

in the jugular veins, which contained more blood

than the veins below them did. The parietes of

the heart were obvioully thicker than natural on

the left iide, and thinner than ufual on the right.

There was not, however, any dilatation of the

ventricles, nor of the pulmonary artery and veins,

nor of the aorta. The valves at the mouth of the

aorta were forriewhat hard. Within the trunk of

that vefTel, both near the heart and at other pla-

ces, here and there, fpots appeared, marked only

by a yellow colour, which were probably the begin-

nings of future offifications ; for a little above the

diaphragm, where they were of a larger iize, and

more protuberant, they were already indurated.

The diameter, however, of that veffel, was in no

part enlarged. This was not the cafe with ail its

branches ; for, befides the coronary artery already

mentioned, the left carotid was larger than the

right. That veffel was divided into two branches

Vol. I. U u withia
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within an inch and an half of its origin, which is

very unufual; and, at its divifion, was more di-

lated than arteries generally are, where they fend

off branches. The fame circumftance appeared

in the firft divifion of the fubclavians.

Head. Although the brain was not examined

till the twenty-eighth day after death, it not on-

ly appeared found, but alfo had no bad fmell.

CAUSES cf Gastritis.

Predisponent Cause. It cannot be doubted

that fome particular ftate of the ftomach predif-

pofes to gaftritis ; but its nature is fo obfcure, that

any attempt to inveiligate it would be exceeding-

ly unfatisfaclory.

Exciting Causes. Befides the ordinary gene-

ral exciting caufes of inflammation, every acrid

fubftance applied to the ftomach, whether in the

form of aliment, medicine, or vitiated bile, or mu-

cus, has been known to produce gaftritis. Thus,

it has been excited by external injuries, expofure

to cold, or cold and wet ; the receflion of cutane-

ous eruptions, or the fuppreffion of habitual eva-

cuations ; by the ufe of fpirituous liquors, excef-

five indulgence in eating, and draughts of cold

water when the body is heated; by fwallowing

acids
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acids and alkalis, or poifonous Pub I

aifenic, &c, and tb • i itive medi-

cines which produce their effecl principally bjr

Simulating the my the inteftines;

and hv an over-proportion of mucus or bile, or a

vitiated ftate of th< tions. The inflamma-

tion is fonu times too communicateJ from neigh-

bouring p 'ITS.

Some of thefe circumftances occafion gaftritis

in every different ftate of the fy Mem : fuch, for

example, are certain external injuries, fwallowing

concentrated acids, or alkalis, or arienic, &c. But

others, as all the general exciting caufes of inflam-

mation, the ordinary laxative medicines, over-pro-

portion of mucus, bile, &c. are productive of no

fuch effects, unlefs fome change from the healthy

Hate, either in the ftomach or fyftem, or both,

have previously taken place. The nature, how-

ever, of that change, as has been already men-

tioned, is ft ill involved in obfeurity.

REMARKS on the Cases of Gastritis.

The exciting caufe in all thefe cafes is obfeure.

In the firft cafe, indeed, it probably was an over-

proportion of bile in the ftomach; which is a fre-

quent confequence of intermittent fever. In the

fecond, the patient had been habituated to in-

U u 2 tenfe
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tenfe thought, which is well known to interrupt

the functions of the flomach: hence an accumu-

lation of mucus, or fome morbid alteration in the

food, might have taken place. In both inftances

fome particular circumitance mud have predifpo-

fed to the difeuie ; for it is not an ordinary eflecl,

either of intermittents or of intenfe thinking.

The third cafe is flill more obfeure than the

former. The erolion in the cefophagus, as well

as in the flomach, induced Morgagni to think

that the difeafe originated from fomething fwal-

lowed.

SECT. VI. ENTERITIS; or, Inflammation

of the Intestines.

INFLAMMATION of the inteftines is marked

by fixed pain, with tenfion in fome part of the

belly, efpecially about the umbilicus; naufea, vo-

miting; obftinate conflipation, attended with low,

quick, hard pulfe; great thiril, dry tongue, burn-

ing heat, and red-coloured urine.

The pain fometimes invades fuddenly, and fome-

times is ufhered in by fhivering, or diarrhoea. Al-

though fixed, it is cccafionally much aggravated,

but
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but is never entirely alleviated. It is increafed up-

on touching the affe&ed part; and is commonlj

accompanied by hardneffl and tenfion of the ab-

domen. The oaufea and vomiting are m
verc in many cafes than in others; which has been

thought to depend upon the vicinity of the in-

flamed part to the ftomach. Apparent diarrhoea

fometimes attends; hiccup often. Sometimes this

difeafe imitates, to a fuperficial obferver, hepati-

tis and gaftritis : but from the former it is diitin-

guiihed by the abfence of the pain on the top of

the moulder, and from the latter by the painful

fenfation about the umbilicus. In fome cafes,

however, all thefe difcafes are combined. On
fome occaiions, too, the fymptoms of inflamma-

tion of the interlines are fo obfcurely marked, that

they may be entirely overlooked. Morgagni

has mentioned, on the authority of Valfalva, that

where there is hardnefs and tenfion, with a flight

degree of pain in the abdomen, attended with low,

weak, unequal pulfe, and an unufual appearance

in the face, from wildnefs in the eyes, or livid-

nefs round the mouth, there is always reafon to

fufpecl inflammation of the inteflines.

This difeafe is a very dangerous one, as it fome-

times terminates in gangrene within a few hours

from its commencement, and often within a day

or two. Sometimes, too, it proves fatal during

the inflammatory ftage. It terminates alfo by

exudation
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exudation into the cavity of the abdomen or of

the inteftines; by fuppuration, and ulceration, and

fometimes by refolution.

The fymptoms which indicate gangrene having

taken place, are, fudden ccffation of pain, while

the pulfe continues quick, fmall, and unequal, and

at the fame time the extremities are cold, and the

countenance remarkably dejected ; the vomiting

of faeces, or of the glyfxers that have been exhibit-

ed ; and the difcharge of black fetid ftools.

Fatal event during the inflammatory ftage may

be dreaded, if, along with fuppreffion of urine,

violent hiccup, delirium, and fubfultus tendinum,

or convulsions, fupervene.

Exudation into the abdomen is marked by fud-

den fwelling of the belly, and evident fluctuation

in that cavity. When the exudation is into the

inteftines, it is known by the appearance of the

flools;

Suppuration and ulceration are announced by

conftant vomiting, burning pain, and great fwel-

ling of the belly.

If the pains be gradually alleviated; if natural

ftools be parTed ; if univerfal fweat, attended with

firm equal pulfe, or if a copious difcharge of load-

ed urine, with the fame liate of the pulfe, take

place, refolution may be expected.

The feat of the difeafe is fometimes in the large

inteftines ; more often in the fmall. Both coats

of
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of the int ntc-

t lie

internal coat al is c-

numcratcd do not occur, [n fome cafes, i: r
the inflammation is c hh 'ted from the ii

nal to the external coat, and /."/.

CASES of Enteritis.

Case I. (xxxv. 2.)

A student of medicine, fond of folitude, and

naturally eafily irafcible, when, as ufual, in per-

fect health, became, without any apparent excit-

ing caufe, except that he knew his father was then

at the point of death, and expected every hour to

receive intelligence of that event, fuduenly affect-

ed, about the fourth or fifth hour of the night, with

a violent pain in the umbilical region, more ex-

ceffive fometimes in one part, and fometimes in

another, but never leaving a certain fpace of that

region. A phyfician having been called, prefcri-

bed a dofe of the electuary called Philonium Ro-

manum. This however was thrown up : for he

had already begun to vomit porraceousbile, which

afterwards became aeruginous, and at laft, near

his death, fo black that it approached to the co-

lour of foot. Within about ten hours from the

beginning
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beginning of the pain, Valfalva was called. As

he found that the patient had an unpromifing

look, his abdomen being tenfe and painful to the

touch, his pulfe being low, conftricted as it were,

and not fufticiently perceptible, his urine of a red

brown colour, and very turbid, and other bad

fymptoms being prefent ; and recalling to his

mind fimilar cafes, he faw that much mifchief

had been done within a fhort time, and prognofti-

cated that the patient would die within twenty-

four hours. That the patient, however, might

not immediately underftand this, he ordered him

to fwallow frefh drawn oil of fweet almonds, and

his belly to be anointed with oil of violets com-

bined with camphor ; and he defired that two

older phyficians mould be fent for. When thefe

practitioners had confidered the cafe, they were

of opinion that the patient was oppreffed with con-

vulfions; and therefore advifed that blood mould

be drawn from the feet, and that a large cupping

glafs mould be applied to the abdomen. Valfal-

va having modeilly objected to this practice, the

advice of the two older phyficians was adopted.

A vein was twice opened. From the firft wound

nothing was difcharged : from the fecond a little

blood flowed out; but it immediately loil its force,

and came out fo (lowly and feebly, that although

the vein was theninflantly ftopt, the pulfe could no

longer be felt. Slight delirium foon after fuper-

i vened

:
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I

ii iti ;. : and be died dur*

tg the pi

falv»,

iJfcBion,

i.ly. When (be abdomen waa Felt

with the hand, i tbvious that fome fluid wa«

ifed within it.

A; avafated blood, in a fluid date,

to the quantity of a pound and a half, was found

in the belly. ell, though not excef-

\y ftrong, iflued from that cavity. The intef-

tines were to a great extent, and efpecially thole

in the upper part, red in feveral places; and the

ileum had already begun to grow livid. The pe-

ritoneum in fome places, but more particularly

where it in veiled the diaphragm, was marked

with black fpots. Where, however, it covered

the external furface of the. ftornach, which organ

internally was in a natural llate, it was unequal

n black tubercles rather than fpots. Thefe

tuberck h at firit jhey appeared to be

glands, were in fact nothing elfe but flagnant

.1; or rather, they proceeded from an incipient

igrene.

Thorax. Some blood appeared effufed into

the bronchia.

Vcl. I. X x Case
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Case II. (xxxv. 12.)

A poor blind old woman, of a fmall and (len-

der make, having been indifpofed for three days,

was brought into the hofpital of Padua, affected,

it was fuppoled, with inflammation of the thorax.

Nothing certain could be learned from herfelf; for

her ftrength was fo much exhaufted, and her pulfe

fo very weak and fmall, that fhe died the very

day fhe was brought in.

Appearances on Dijfecllon,

Abdomen. The inteflines were inflamed; as

was alfo the liver. The internal furface of the

uterus, probably from the fame caufe, was as red

as if the woman had lately had the catamenia.

The anterior and pofterior internal furface of the

cervix joined at an angle on the right fide ; and

from that part a fmall membrane, though not ve-

ry minute, was extended tranfverfely to the pof-

terior furface, adhering to it by its whole lower

edge. The reft of it was lcofe and floating; and

it lay in fuch a manner, that, contrary to the

common appearance of the valvule cervicis, its

concave furface was turned upwards, and not

downwards. It was therefore probable that this

membrane had not exiiled originally, but had

been produced, perhaps, in confequence of diffi-

cult parturition; it was certain that the woman

had
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had born children. The uterus inclined to the

right title.

Thorax. The lunga were found. The peri-

cardium was every where c d to the heart*

by a continued, but not very (Irong, c

for the two could be eafily feparated by the fin-

gers, without any laceration whatever. It did

not adhere to the large veflels. On th.e furface,

by which it had adhered to the heart, a white

fpot appeared only in one part, and occupy

u

fmall fpace. The ventricles of the heart contain-

tained blood of a black colour, as it was every

where elfe in the body ; but no polypous concre-

tions. Concretions of that kind, however, were

found in feveral velTels. Some of them were

round and white ; and fome of them wrere thick,

firm, and even long, as thofe wrere which extend-

ed from the right auricle to the internal jugular

veins.

Head. In one of the eyes no morbid appear-

ance occurred, except opacity of the cornea. In

the other, although feveral parts wrere wT ell form-

ed, the chryftaline lens appeared fo much dimi-

nifhed that very little of it remained. What did

remain was white and opaque, yet internally

moid. It, together with the iris, adhered to the

cornea, where that coat was more opaque than

natural, and fomewhat excavated into a fmall pit

©fan oval fhape, and was tinged of a dirty yellow

X x 2 colour.
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colour. This difeafe, however, did not extend

to the externa! furface of the cornea.

Case III. (>:xxv. 14.)

A young man, addicted "to the ufe of wine and

fpirituous liquors, who had lately laboured under

intermittent fever, became effected with a pain in

the belly, which was removed by the difbharge of

wind downwards. The pain however returned

within a few days ; and he was brought into the

hofpital of Bologna, on the fixth day after the re-

turn. The pain continued condantly in the

pogaftric region. It was flight, and only from

time to time became violent- At thefe times, the

belly often fwelled considerably in that part ; and

when it was examined with the hand, feveral hard

globules were felt. Ail thefe (ymptcms quickly

difappeared, and again recurred at intervals. The

ftomach was painful : and he vomited every thing

received into it, not excepting the medicines, a-

mong which even was opium. As his belly ccakl

not be kept open, but by means of glyfters, it was

determined that, while that tircumftance fhould

be held in view, both remedies and nourifhment,

confining of broth and emolient herbs, fhould be

given by way of glyfter. This treatment, how-

ever, produced no alleviation of pain : beiides, no

fiool could be procured until an injection of lin-

feed



been more than once ( The

be!!; h the fan with o-

v good effect,

the pain eafier, when fitting up in bed tl

tl n he

flept. He felt I more

ith an empty (tomach, than v. had

by chance retained any thing in it. This circunv-

(lance, and ilfo the i of" fume other :";.

toms which Uy mark the prefence of worms

in the alimentary canal, re; robable

his pain did not proceed from that caufe, althoi

had, three days before this, vomited up a large

lumbiicus. At lad he began to retain fome nou-

ment, and even no longer to vomit his dm.

His cheeks were rod, which ho himfelf attribi

to a determination of blood to the lace, to which lie

. He was thirfty ; and his whole

abdomen was diftended. I: , day

fince his admiffion into the bofpi id in the

morning of that day he faid he was fomewhat bet-

ter; a circumftance which was confirmed by the

appearance of his counter b of his

voice, increaied ftrength of his body, a ared

from the manner he fat, and the ftate of hi

which neither was then, nor hitherto had been

bad. At that time he had no fever; nor ha

ny feverifh. fymptom, except perhaps on one oc-

calion, been obft his refidence in

hoi"_
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hofpltal. Within two hours, however, notwith-

flanding thefe favourable appearances, he began

fuddenly to cry out from the feverity of pain, and

he continued to do fo for fifteen hours. In the

mean time, he had vomiting; and towards the

evening, he himfelf gave notice that his pulfe

could no longer be felt, which was really found to

be the cafe. At the end oi fifteen hours from the

commencement of this attack, he ftid that he

mud get out of bed to go to (tool. While at ftool

he fainted; and within half an hour died.

Appearances on Dljfeclion.

When the body was warned the day after death,

a great quantity of fluid, like putrid blood, dilu-

ted with a very {linking tobacco-coloured liquid

matter like feces, was difcharged from the mouth.

The abdomen, in confequence of this, became

fomewhat flaccid about the hypogaftric region :

and although in the epigafiric region, which was

of a livid colour, and in the remaining parts, it

was dill hard and diftended, it was lefs fo than be-

fore death.

Abdomen-. Whenever the cavity of the belly

was opened, a great quantity of fluid, like that

difcharged from the mouth, burfl out fo fuddenly,

that it was uncertain whether it had proceeded

from the cavity of the belly, into which it had

been previoufly effufed, or from a didended in-

teftine, which might have been readily cut through

alon£
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along with the peritoneum. At any 1 ! ca-

vity of the bell v ap] I Full of that fluid. All

the fmall interlines were as black as coal. The

fpleen alio was fimilarly affected with ene,

at leall in part. The ilomach, however, and that

portion of the large inteftinea extending from the

extremity of the ileum to the left hypochondriurn,

were found, as far as c mid be judged from exter-

nal examination ; for the intolerable flench, which

increafed by f he faeces having palled through

a wound made by carelefsnefs in one of the intef-

tines, prevented any more accurate examination.

Along with the fe res a lumbricus worm, of a mo-

derate fze, was difcharged through the wounded

interline.

Case IV. (xxxiv. 25.)

An old man, aged feventy-four, of a lean habit of

body, addicted to drinking, had begun for a month

to walk in fuch a manner as to bear chiefly on his

left leg. His fervants remarked rhis circumftance

more than himfelf ; and indeed he never fpokc on

the fubjecl, nor appeared to feel pain in any part.

Within eighteen days after, he was feized with a

wandering pain in the belly, unattended with fe-

ver; which he himfelf, without any advice, ex-

pelled, by means of theriac. But within the fpace

#f twelve days af:cr
7
he became affected at mid-

day
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clay with excruciating pain, exciting the fenfation,

as he expreffcd it, as if he were bitten by doge,

at the fuperior part of the iliac region, on the

right fide. The pained part was fwelled, but was

notdifcoloured. When touched fuperficially, it felt

foft : but when the hand was forced more deeply

into it, a hardnefs was perceived. His pulfe was

frequent, and quick in the contraction of the ar-

tery ; but in other refpects good. His eyes ap-

peared much funk; his tongue was parched; and

he pafled a reftlefs night. On the fucceeding day

his pulfe was more full, and was vibrating. The

pain and fwelling extended to the middle of the

belly, and at lafl to the left fide alfo. Seven

ounces of blood were drawn from the right arm.

The blood contained no ferum, and exhibited a

thick yellow cruft. He had naufea ; but not to

fuch a degree as to vomit his food. His belly was

kept open without any trouble. After having

palled a vevy bad night, his pulfe, on the third

day, was low; he had frequent bitter and four

eructations ; his voice was impaired, as if from

convulfion ; and his mind from time to time wan-

dered, as the nonfenfe which he fpoke fully in-

dicated. On the fourth day, his extremities wTere

now and then convulfed; and his whole body re-

mained rigid for a quarter of an hour. At that

time no pulfe could be felt; but whenever the

convulfion ceafed, the pulfe returned, and was

I like
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like that of a healthy perfon, except that it was

low, and when prefled upon by the fingers

forded no reliltance. Soon after, his refpiration

became very difficult; and although his tongue

was moift, and the delirium liad ceafed, he vomit-

ed feculent matter; and in the evening of the

fame day he died convulled.

Appearances on Diffeclion.

Abdomkn. The left lobe of the liver appear-

ed flabby, and throughout gangrenous. The fio-

maeh and inteitines, efpecially the fmall ones, were

in iome places red, in fome livid, and in others

black. The beginning of the colon, at that part

where it was in contact with the mufcles that co-

ver the fofTa iliaca, and alio thefe mufcles them-

felves, were compleatly gangrenous. It was fo

ftrongly connected with thefe mufcles, that it

could not be feparated from them without lacera-

tion. A livid-coloured ferous fluid, mixed with

pus, which had been found in the cavity of the

abdomen, feemed to have been effufed from that

part of the inteftinal canal, as the interlines con-

tained a fimilar fluid.

Case V. (xxxiv. 27.)

A woman, who had had a fall on her back

about a year before, became affected with violent

deep-feated pain in her belly, attended with vo-

Vol. I. Y y miting.
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miting. This having continued for fome days,

ihe died.

Appearances on Diffeclion.

Abdomen. The ftomacli was found wonder-

fully contracted. The caput caecum coli was fo

much diilended with femi-fluid yellow faeces, that

it equalled the ufual lize of the ilomach. That

intelline was affected with inflammation; which

had alfo begun to extend over the neighbouring

vifcera.

Case VI. (xxxv. 10.)

A running footman, upwards of fixty years of

age, of a fhort ftature, and fat habit of body, hav-

ing been no longer able to act as a fervant, had

begged for fome years, and had drank very freely

whenever he could procure wine. On his return

home one day, he complained of being unwell;

but he took nothing by way of remedy, except

bread and wine. Immediately after this, he com-

plained of pain in his belly; which continued till

mid- night, when he died.

Appearances on 'DiJJeciion.

Abdomen. When the abdominal mufcles,

which were flaccid, were cut through, and the

cavity opened, a ilrong fmell was felt. A conii-

derable portion of the fmall interlines defcended

pietty low into the cavity of the pelvis, fo as to

reach
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reach the jundion of the urinary bladder and rec-

tum, and filled Op the whole fpace therein con-

tained. This, however, had been an original con-

formation, or at lead not a recent one. That

portion, and other parrs of the fmall inteftines,

were in Come places much contracted, and were

there of a brown colour; but elfevvhere they were

red, the molt minute valcular ramifications being

as much diftended u ithfiagnant blood as if they had

been injected with red wax. The large inteitines were

in the fame Mate here and there, efpecially about

the beginning of the colon. The edge of the liv-

er was fomewhat black. The fpleen was larger

than natural. The trunk of the aorta, within the

belly, exhibited fome fmall points of oflification.

The vena cava was diltended with much black

fluid blood.

Case VII. (xxxv. 16.)

A slender woman aged forty years, of a fhort

ftature, and of a bilious temperament, having after

a fit of pallion become affected with pnin in her

lide, was admitted into the hofpital of Bologna.

She had been a widow for three years; and had

had no appearance of the menfes for eight years.

A fpitting of blrod, to which fhe had been fubject

from time to time, was imputed to this caufe ;

though it appeared to the phvfician who attend-

Y y 2 ed
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ed her, to proceed from the pharynx rather than

from the lungs. Pain, which refembled that of

the cutting of knives, was felt firft below the left

breaft, and then, without leaving that fituation, it

extended to below the right bread; ; but there it

was more flight, fo that (lie could lie upon that

fide. The pain was aggravated when the part af-

fected was touched; and it rendered her refpira-

tion difficult. It had been ufhered in by febrile

rigour, which, although the fever did not inter-

mit, recurred every day. Her face was flufhed.

She had great third ; and (lie fuffered much from

a cough, as it aggravated the pain. Her expecto-

ration was frequently bloody ; at other times

white, thick, and frothy. She was fometimes af-

fected with the fenfation of fomething rifing up

to her throat. At laft fhe felt a pain about the

umbilicus, as if lire were torn by dogs. The belly

was open. Blood was drawn from her foot ; and

other means deemed ufeful were employed. With-

in a few days after this, without any previous cri-

tical evacuation, all the fymptoms were fo much

alleviated, that the phyfician pronounced her to

be convalefcent. She arofe ; but her ftrength ha-

ving immediately failed, {he was obliged to return

immediately to bed, where fhe was found, with

her limbs drawn up, and her body bent, in the po-

iition generally taken by thofe affected with the

fenfation of cold, and without any pulfe. When
file
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(he was afked, whether ihe* fell any pain in the

thor n, ihc replied in the ni

On the fame day, Qie began to.ptfs fetid blood by

(tool. She afterwards grew delirious, and had

fubfultus tendinum. In confequence < cir-

cumftances, * much »ed, io that

(he could no longer fpeak ; and, on the iixteenth

from the beginning of the difeafe, ihe died.

Appearances on Dijjcclion.

Abdomen. When the belly, which had be-

le flat, was cut into, and the cavity laid open,

a imell, fuch as generally proceeds from gangre-

nous parts, with a combination of that kind of a-

cid fmell felt where there are lunibrici, was emitted.

Almoft all the fmall interlines were of a red, ap-

proaching to a livid and black, colour ; and in

them fome lumbrici were found. The fame livid

colour appeared at the lower part of the flat fur-

lace of the fpleen, and penetrated pretty deeply

into itb fubitance. The pancreas had become

thickened, and confided of a kind of indurated

globules. The liver was alio fomewhat hard-

ened. The gall-bladder was diftended with cal-

culi, to the amount of an hundred and twenty,

together with fome pale coloured bile. The larg-

elt ofthefe calculi, which were twenty in number,

equalled a filbert. All the calculi had a pretty

firm fmooth lurface. They were of various iizes

and fliapes; but they all, as is generally the cafe,

approached
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approached nearly to the form of a cube. One of

them being applied to a burning candle, at firft

fwelled and bubbled up, emitting nobadfmell;

and then took fire. It preferved the flame, melting

into drops and from time to time, while burning,

fparkled with a fmait noife, and retained flame

to the very laft ; fo that the flame proceeding

from it was more durable and more bright than

that of burning fealing wax. Others wrere burnt

in the fame manner, and exhibited the fame phe-

nomena. The uterus inclined fo much to the right

fide, in confequence of the round ligament on that

fide being very fhort, that, looking at the middle

of the pelvis, no uterus was feen. A puftule, of

the fize of a lupin, filled with white purulent mat-

ter, projected from the uterus, at the infertion of

the left Fallopian tube. When the puftule was

opened, and the matter difcharged, the fubftance

of the uterus which it hollowed out appeared black.

The Fallopian tubes contained matter which was

not white, but of a yellow flefhy colour. The o-

varia were contracted : within them there were a

few veficles ; and the coat of one of them was in

fome meaiure cartilaginous.

Thorax. The lungs, on their anterior furface,

were connected to the pleura in a very few pla-

ces by membranous fubftances. They were found;

except the anterior part of the right lobe, the

fubftance of which was compact, but not in a ve-
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rent degree. The pericardium contained no

ferum. The heart \by. In the

tricle, and at the orifices of all th . in ill

polypous concretions were feen. The pofterior

part of the pharynx, oppofite to the epi

was very much i : and the velum pendulum

palati alio at one part appeared black, rotten, di\d

entirely perforated.

Head. When the head was feparated from the

neck, a confiderable quantity of watery fluid il

ed out from the great foramen of the os occiputs.

On opening the head, a iimilar fluid was found

under the pia mater, efpecially on the left fide.

The lateral ventricles contained reddiih ferum.

The choroid plexufes were rendered unequal by

a number of hydatids, which readily burft on be-

ing touched. When the medullary fubitance was

cut into, bloody points appeared : and when it

was prefTed, a greater quantity of blood than ufu-

al was fqueezed out. The fame fmell of worms

which was felt in the belly, was perceived alio in

the difieclion of the brain, in the tongue, in the

pharynx, and even in the very eyes.

Case VIII. (xxxiv. 23.)

A man, aged fifty years, of a lean habit of bo-

dy, and pale colour, having drank a great deal

of wine along with fome fcilow-drunkards, was

feized
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feized with violent, but wandering pain, in the

belly, attended with flatus, vomiting of bilious

matter, and a quick pulfe. On the morning of

the fucceeding day, as the pain was not only more

fevere, but alfo fixed in one part, which was very

fore to the touch, Valfalva being afraid of in-

flammation, ordered a vein to be opened. All

remedies, however, were in vain : for he died a-

bout the beginning of the fourth day after the at-

tack.

He had been two years before affected with acute

fever, from which he had recovered without any

evident crilis. Soon after this, he complained of

much thirft ; he felt a very great weaknefs in the

head and flomach; and his flrength became im-

paired. Along with thefe fymptoms he was ibme-

times diftreiled with conflderable oppreffion, which

at night when he wiflied to go to fleep, was fuc-

ceeded by tremor of the whole body. It was ima-

gined by fome that the man laboured under

phthifis pulmonalis. But Valfalva thought that

his complaints proceeded from a quantity of wa-

ter in the cranium ; and on that account, he pre-

ferred thofe medicines which are proper for drop-

fical patients.

Appearances on DUJeclion.

Abdomen. A large portion of the ileum was

inflamed. All the ether vile era were found.

Thorax. A very large polypous concretion

3 appeared
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appeared in the right ventricle of the heart, from

whence it extended into the vena cava.

Hjead. A confiderable quantity offeroua fluid

was found within the cranium ; and the ventri-

cles were full of the fame kind of fluid. The

glands of the choroid plexufes were very large,

and contained much ferum. Tiie corpus callo-

fum, and the other parrs which joined the two he-

mifpheres of the brain, were flabby.

Case IX. (xxxi. 25.)

A woman died in confequence of dyfentery.

Appearances on D?flection.

Abdomen. The interlines were found in a

{late of inflammation. The right kidney was want-

ing; but the deficiency was fupplied by the left,

which wras twice the ordinary fize, and contained

a double pelvis, and double ureter. Both ureters

went to the right fide of the bladder.

Case X. (xxiv. 16.)

An old man, of a lean habit of body, was

brought into the hofpital of Padua, on account

of ftrangulated hernia. His pulfe was fmall and

weak, but not intermitting; yet notwithftanding

every means which could be employed, he died.

Vol. I. Z z Appearances
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Appearances on 'DiJ/l'clion.

Abdomen. The inteftines were inflamed. The

teftis next the hernia was confiderably lefs than

the other. When cut into, its fubftance internal-

ly appeared of a brown red colour; but that of

the other was natural. Between the found tefti-

cle and the tunica vaginalis, there was a little

quantity of watery fluid ; and at one extremity of

the fame tefticle, a (mail roundifh body, like the

remains of a ruptured hydatid, projected. The

gall-bladder was placed tranfverfelv ; and al-

though it was of the ordinary fize, it was not re-

ceived as ufual into a depreilion of the liver; for

after its fundus was feparated from the liver, (and

this was done without the leaft force being necef-

fary) the part to which it had adhered could

fcarcely be diftinguifhed, being fo fmooth, that if

any veffel had connected them, it mull have been

fo exceedingly minute as to efcape the notice of

the fenfes. This was certainly an original con-

formation. It contained a little quantity of black,

and fomewhat vifcid bile, together with twenty

calculi. Thefe were of a black colour; fmall, but

nearly equal to each other in iize. They all con-

fided of feveral globules as it were; and being in-

dented into each other, they were all in contact.

' When applied to a burning candle, they neither

melted nor flamed, and fcarcely even fparkled.

All the other abdominal vifcera were found;

Thorax.
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Thqrax, The left coronary artery appeared

changed into a bony canal, to the extent of fede-

ral fingers breadth, where it furn. muled the bails

of the hi. ut. A part of that long branch which

is Pent down from it. along the anterior furfac

the heart, to tlie extent of three fingers breadth,

was alio offified. From thi> circumftance, the

blood was transmitted on both fides, not through

a membranous canal, nor through a veifel which

hid here and there points of oflifieation, but

through a continued bony tube, in a few places

only fofter than in others; and thefe formed

tranfverfe lines which might be compared to the

joints of a fmall reed. When the heart was

opened, and fome polypous concretions were

removed, the tubercles of the valves of the aorta

appeared much harder than ufual, and almoft of-

feous. No points of oflifieation, however, w7ere

found in any of the valves, nor in the aorta near

the heart. But the internal furface of that veflel,

at fome diftance from the heart, both at the ori-

gin of the veiFels going to the head and fuperior

extremities, and alio from that part quite to the

diviiion into the iliacs, was in many places une-

qual, from very hard bony fcales ; feveral of which

equalled in fize the nail of the thumb. The in-

ternal coat of the artery, however, which cover-

ed all thefe fcales, feemed injured only in one

Z z 2 place,
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place, where there was an aperture, in which a

thickifh white matter was obierved. Bony fcales

wrere alfo difcovered at the origin of the fubcla-

vian and carotid arteries oh the right fide, and

alfo in the iliacs, and in the fplenic as far as its

infertion into the fpleen. No oflifications, how-

ever, were obferved in the arteries within the

head, nor in the fuperior extremities ; thofe in

the latter were harder and fomewhat wider than

ufual. The blood which remained in the crural

arteries was not fluid, nor yet was it polypous.

Head. Polypous concretions, of a pretty con-

iiderable thicknefs, were found in the lateral fi-

nufes of the dura mater. In the right and left

ventricles of the brain there was fome ferous fluid.

On the choroid plcxufes of both thefe ventricl§s,

hydatids appeared, fome of which were pretty

large.

Case XI. (xxxiv. 5.)

A man, aged forty years, of a fanguineo-bilious

temperament, who was fometimes troubled with

a flight hernia at the groin, became affected after

eating artichokes with ileus. A flight tumor ap-

peared at the groin : bat he denied that he felt

any pain there : and compkined only of pain in

the belly, which was very much indurated from

the retention of the iieces. All the remedies that

were
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were tried proved in vain ; for on the feventh day

fatal vomiting fuperv.ened.

Appearances on Diffeflion.

Abdomen. The inte(lines appeared turgid with

air; and at that part near the caecum where they

are doubled, they were livid and black ; and, to-

gether with the annexed portion of the mefentery,

which appeared ilefhy as it were, had fallen down

to the extent of four fingers breadth into a hernial

fac, with ^o narrow an orifice, that, after they had

been dillended with the matter contained in them,

they could not have returned into the abdomen.

This fac was in the light groin : and was formed

by an elongated and dilated portion of the peri-

toneum ; but not, as was formerly imagined, by

that portion of it which accompanies the vas de-

ferens and fpermatic veiTels ; for it lay on the an-

terior part of that procefs and of thofe velfels,

which were very much dillended with blood. It

was internally of a black colour, or rather of a

black green, as if it had been flained by vitriol,

as a flrangulared portion of the interline generally

is. In the left groin there was another fac very

much like that juit defcribed, except that the

membrane of which it was formed was in every

refpedl natural.

Thorax. Polypous concretions of a yellow

colour, along with coagulated blood, were found

within the ventricles of the heart. That in th*

3 right
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right was larger than that in the left; but neither

extended beyond the ventricles.

Case XII. (xxxiv. 9.)

A young man, a ploughman, who had been

feven years before troubled with a hernia on the

right fide of the fcroturn, having had the pro-

lapfed interline replaced, and retained by means

of a trufs, fufFered no inconvenience from it, un-

til he had laid afide the ufe of the bandage, when,

after having been arTeded with intermittent fever

for two months, and having fluffed himfelf with

dumplins and other indigeflible preparations of

unleavened flour, the inteiline again fell down as

formerly. On that very day he began to have

vomitings of bitter matter. To thefe, fingultus

and pain of the fcroturn fupervened, on the fourth

day of the difeafe. The fcroturn having been fo-

mented with warm foap leys, the pain in it feem-

ed alleviated. But as the vomiting and fingultus

continued, and as he was befides affected with

pains in his belly, together with thirft, he was

brought on the fixth day into the hofpital of Bo-

logna. The eniplajlrum de crujla panis having

been applied to the region of the ftoinach, and

an enema compofed of linfeed oil and of oil of vio-

lets, having been exhibited, the fingultus, and vo-

miting aifo, abated, though for a fhort time only.

On
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On the feventh day the pain if] the fcrotum was

dlminifhed. His pulfc was 1. is frequent than it

had been on the preceding day, but was weaker

than it fliouhi have been in a young man ; his

third continued ; and lie palled no faeces until the

oily injection already mentioned had been exhi-

ted. On this day, injections, compofed of the

Carminative Decoction, as it is called, to which

clarified honey, together with two drachms of

electuary, called Benedicta Laxativa, were added,

having been adminiftered, the vomiting of bitter

matter returned, and at the fame time a worm of

the lumbricus kind was thrown up. The injec-

tion was not entirely pafled even after many hours

had elapfed. On the eighth day another lumbri-

cus was vomited. The abdomen, although it was

tenfe, which it had been the day before, and al-

though it refounded under the hand as if there

were tympanites, was not painful to the touch,

even though rudely handled; except, indeed, in

the epigaftrium, where he felt a kind of gnawing

pain. When he was afked if he alfo felt heat in

that part, he replied in the negative. His pulfe

was nearly in the fame Hate as on the day before,

except that it was much more frequent. His

tongue was parched. His urine was of a deep

colour. Under his eyes there was a livid mark

;

and, independent of that, his face had an unfav-

ourable appearance. He parTed a refllefs nig'it;

and
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and on the ninth day was much in the fame ftate,

though, indeed, his pulfe, and the appearance of

his countenance, were rather worfe ; for his pulfe

was fomewhat quicker, and the artery when prefT-

ed afforded little or no refiftance, and his face had

nearly that appearance filled Hypocratic. Al-

though on the preceding days he had had consi-

derable anxiety, and fpoke in a defponding tone

of voice, and frequently changed the pofture of

his limbs ; on this day all thefe circumftances ap-

peared more remarkably. Moreover, befides the

conftant pain over his whole belly, he felt at in-

tervals, in different parts of the abdomen, but

efpecially in the epigaftrium, gnawing fenfations.

He was afked if he had any throbbing pain in his

belly, or if he felt throbbing in any part of his

body ; and he anfwered in the negative. The

pain which he felt in the fcrotum and contiguous

part of the belly, was not, on thefe latter days,

according to his eftimation, the chief pain. His

fkin was dry and rough; but not unufually warm.

After having taken fome food, he felt better.

He faid that he had been relieved the day before

by the oily injection, which indeed he had men-

tioned at that time. On this day he had another

injeclton, confiding of broth in which coriander

feeds had been boiled, and into which fugar had

been put. When he palled this, he vomited the

food he had taken. Towards the evening he had

fome
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fome flccp. After this he complained of a kind

of throbbing fenfation in the epigaftrium, and

of Ionic fenfc of heat in the belly. In the mean

time, he tq at intervals a yellow-coloured

matter, more liquid than that hitherto thrown up.

All thefe fvmptoms having continued during the

whole night; on the morning, which was the tenth

day from the beginning of the difeafe, he died.

appearances on Diflcclion.

Abdomen. A great quantity of the fame kind

of matter as that vomited, was found extravafated

in the caviry of the abdomen ; and the flomach

and fmall interlines, even as far as the hernia,

were greatly dirtended with the fame kind of mat-

ter. Within all that tract of the interlines, a fingle

lumbricus only, like thofe formerly vomited, was

difcovered. The large interlines, which were emp-

ty, and of a white colour, were found. The (lomach

was alio found. The duodenum, however, to the

extent of fix fingers breadth, had become fo livid

from inflammation, that it had a gangrenous fmell.

The jejunum, and by much the greater! part of

the ileum, were here and there affected with a

flighter degree of inflammation, as they were not

livid. The remaining part of the ileum, namely,

that, which lay neareft the colon, *was rather gan-

grenous than inflamed. Tne hernial lac was of

the fhape of a pear; and was compofed of a

coat, which was not lefs thick and firm than

Vol. I. 3 A that
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that of the pulmonary artery. It was cover-

ed not only by the fcrotum and dartos, but

alfo by the cremafter mufcle, and the membrane

on which that mufcle in common with the teftis

lies ; and alfo by the vefTels belonging to the teftis.

The teftis lay under the fac ; and its vefTels, which

adhered externally to the infide of the fac, patted

into the belly near its orifice, but not through it.

That orifice was like a pretty thick ring, which had

been formed by the peritoneum and furrounding

tendon. Eefides the ileum, and part of the me-

fentery attached to it, it contained alfo the omen-

tum, almoft no part of which had been feen cover-

ing the interlines on the left fide, as it had been

drawn down on the right fide into the hernia. It

not only extended to the bottom of the fac ; but

from thence forming itfelf into a round body,

(which, unlefs it had been cut into, could ne-

ver have been known to have been compofed of

the compreffed fubftance of the omentum), it

returned upwards, and was connected to the

ftrangulated ileum, at no great diftance from the

orifice of the fac. That portion of the omen-

tum, thus prolapfed, was here and there connect-

ed to the fac, by certain interpofed red flabby fub-

ftances, which could be eafily feparated both

from the fac and omentum; and appeared to be

nothing elfe than membranous cells filled with

blood and fcrum. The ileum neither was con-

nected
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Defied to the fac, nor did it extend to its fundus
;

but being reflected a little below the orifice, it re-

turned into the belly by the lame paiTage by

which it had come out : fo that not more than

four or five fingers breadth of the intefline was

ftrangulated. All 1 1 1 1 r portion being affe&ed with

gangrene, was of a black colour; and that part

conltriehed by the orifice of the fac was much more

black and gangrenous; as was alio the ring form-

ing the orifice of the contiguous part of the ileum,

lying above it, which was fo rotten as to have been

incapable of bearing the weight of the fluid that

had diftended it : for the fluid had efcaped through

a pretty large opening into the cavity of the belly.

The edge of the^iver was black ; and its concave

furface, together with the gall-bladder, which was

fmall, were of a blackifh colour. All the contents

of the belly were not a little warm, although the

body was not opened till thirteen hours after

death.

Thorax. A foft yellow polypous concretion

was found in the right ventricle of the heart, from

whence it fent out white-coloured branches even

as far as the jugular veins.

Case XIII. (xxxiv. 14.)

A woman, above fifty years of age, who had,

for thirty-two years been affected with two hernias,

3 A 2 both
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both on the left fide, the one at the umbilicus, and

the other at the pubis, having accidentally fallen,

received a contufton about the top of one of the

fcapulae and the extremity of the ihoulder bone.

Although fhe readily recovered from this bruife,

file began in a few days after the fall^to be coilive,

and foon after to vomit a yellow fluid matter of the

fame fmell, as faeces. The vomiting, although it

occurred at other times, took place chiefly about

two or three hours after having taken food. Her

pulfe was neither frequent, nor did it afford very

little reilftance when the artery was prefTed; but

it was exceedingly fmall, particularly after vomit-

ing ; and it became fmaller every day. As gly-

fters produced no efFecl:, mercury, to the extent of

two drachms, was twice given. The fiift dole

proved of no ufe ; but by means of the fecond fhe

had three flools, the two firff. of which confifted of

indurated fasces, and the latter of fluid feculent

matter. The medicine feemed to have no bad ef-

fect. Neverthelefs, about twelve hours after hav-

* ing taken the fecond dofe of mercury, that is,

within four or five days after the vomiting had be-

gun, having half an hour before had a return of

the vomiting, (he died. During the whole courfe

of the difeafe, (he had neither been affected with

obvious fever, nor with convulfions, nor had flic

complained much of pain in the belly.

Appearances
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Aidomen. When the belly was opened, a fit ing

U was perceived. The jejunum aiul contigu-

ous part of the ileum were quite (H/tended with

the fame matter which had been vomited. The

oaining part of the ileum, and the large intef-

tines, were contraded. The jejunum, in fome

places, was marked longitudinally with itreaks of

a bright red colour; in other places it wa* of a red

brown colour, as the ileum was almoit eveiy where.

That latter inteilme, not far from the jejunum,

to the extent of three or four inches; formed into

an arch, together with the annexed niefentery,

had fallen down into the fac of the lower hernia.

Although it neither adhered to the fac, nor was

compreffed by its orifice, which formed a kind of

ring, it had become gangrenous. It was of a black

bloody colour; and bloody ferum diddled from its

furface. The upper hernia, when looked at ex-

ternally, feemed divided into two little eminences.

Internally, it was found to coniiM of one fac only,

formed by the peritoneum, into which nothing

more than a portion of the omentum had entered.

The liver was fomewhat harder than uiual. The

fpleen was flabby, and externally appeared in fome

places livid. The ligaments of the uterus were

black ; that organ itfelf was very fmall, and had

thin parietes. On cutting into it, the fubilance

of the parietes in the middle was fo livid, that it

appeared
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appeared approaching to the flate of gangrene.

As the uterus was iituated a little lower than ufu-

al, the flate of the vagina was examined, in order

to afcertain how far the uterus had fallen down.

When the labia were feparated, and the orificium

vaginae brought into view, a body was feen with-

in it, which at firit might have been taken for the

os tineas. But as the uterus had not appeared

placed fo low as to reach that part, even although

it had been very large, the vagina was immediate-

ly taken out of the body, that the difeafed appear-

ance might be more accurately examined. It wras

then found, that the glandular body of the ure-

thra, called the Proftate, had become very thick,

and had drawn down the vagina, which was flac-

cid and deilitute of rugae, fo low, that its extremi-

ty, where perforated by the orificium urethra?,

might have been readily miftaken, by an unfkill-

ful perfon, for the os tin ere.

Case XIV. (xxxiv. 15.)

A woman, aged thirty-nine years, of a pretty

good habit of body, having not a bad colour, and

much lefs a jaundiced appearance, the mother of

feveral living children, was fubjedt to a fmall fe-

moral hernia, which (he was accultomed to re-

place herfelf whenever it became troublefome.

She had nurfed a child for fix months, when fhe

had
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had a fit of the hernia, from which fnc could not

relieve berfelf ai formerly. After having for fevc-

ral da\s attempted to reduce the prolapfed intef-

tine, (he became b I
with fever, vomiting,

and the other fymptoms which attend ftrangulat-

ed hernia, except that (he could always pafi ibme

little by ftool. She w:is brought into the hofpital

of Padua, though too late, as (he looked like one

jult at the point of death. Neverthelefs (lie drag-

ged out her exigence for feveral days, on the

lalt of which flie even feemed to be better, and to

be relieved, by the gly iters which were exhibited.

On that day, however, flie died.

Appearances on 'Diffeclion.

Acdomen. The hernial fac, which was thick,

and made up of many laminae, eafily feparable

from each other, being brought into view, was

found to be entirely unconnected with the round

ligament of the uterus, but to be attached to the

crural vefTels, on the iufide of which it lay. Its

orifice was not narrow; and therefore the com-

preilion of the prolapfed inteftine proceeded from

the lower edge of the external oblique mufcle,

called Poupait's ligament, that lay over it. Under

this ligament fome part of the colon was prolap*

fed. The inteftine, however, remained Efficient-

ly open, except at the orifice of the fac, where it

was rendered impervious. At that part it was in

contact with the fac, and was black and putrid.

The
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The contiguous portion of the interline without

the fac was green. The parietes of the abdomen,

internally, were alfo of a green colour, and had 3

ftrong fmell in moil places. The gall-bladder

was fomewhat larger than natural; and contained*

along with fome bile of a black colour, fixteen

calculi. All thefe were fmall, though not very-

much fo ; and were nearly equal in iize to each

other. Externally they were yellow, and they

had feveral fmooth furfaces. One of thefe calcu-

li, in its wet (late, being applied to a lighted can-

dle, burnt with fpaikling, and melted, but did

not preferve the flame.

Thorax. The whole left lobe of the lungs

was connected to the pleura on one fide, and to

the mediaiiinum on the other. The thyroid gland

was larger than natural. At the orifice of the

pulmonary artery, intlead of three valves, four

were feen. They were all of the natural appear-

ance, except one which wras larger in every di-

me nlion.

Head. A great many bloody points appeared

in the medullary fubftance of the brain, in confe-

quence of a large quantity of blood being accu-

mulated within the cranium, as was evident from

the diftended ftate of both venae cavae, and of the

veins running into them, efpecially the vena a-

zygos.

2 Case
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Cast. XV. (xxxiv. 18.)

A PORTER, fo much worn out by conf! int work-

ing, that although be was only fifty years of age

he appeared much older, had a hernia in the

right groin, of the iize of one's thumb, which

fometimes leemed to difappear. Without any

previous caule, except perhaps that a norm of

fnow had fuddenly occurred after mild weather,

he became affecled with a wandering, but acute

pain, in the belly ; as if, to ufe his own expref-

lion, he were torn by dogs. By the application

of fome kind of ointment to the abdomen, the

pain feemed to remit ; but it foon began a-frefh,

and was never afterwards alleviated. On this ac-

count he was brought, on the iixth day of the dif-

eaie, into the hofpital of Bologna. At that time

his fkin was not hot, nor was his pulfe very fre-

quent ; but it was fmall, and when the artery was

prefled with the ringers, it gave little refiftance,

and its puliations were found to be of unequal

force. His whole abdomen was as tenfe as a

drum; more efpecially below the right hypochon-

drium, where fome cells of the colon could, it was

thought, be felt by the hand, a pretty hard her-

nia being there formed, although he denied that

the principal feat of the pain was in that part.

He vomited his food. For four days he had had

Vol. I. 3 B no
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no ftool; and had not even been able to expel

wind from the inteftines, though he made many

efforts for that purpofe. Frefh drawn oil of al-

monds was given him, and a glyfter confifting

of ten ounces of linfeed-oil was exhibited. The

latter was paffed in the fame ftate as it had been

injected ; the former was thrown up, and he com-

plained that he had been much diftreffed thereby.

When afked what kind of tafte he felt in his

mouth, he replied, that of poifon. He had great

thirft; and the vomiting continued. On each of

the two following days, which were the feventh

and eighth, a glyfter was exhibited; that on the

former day was compofed of Laxativa Benedicla

;

and that on the latter, of milk and the yolk of an

egg : but they produced no more effect than the

former. No faeces being paffed ; the other fymp-

toms having continued ; the pulfe, although after

the fixth day it had been no longer irregular,

having become weaker, and fmaller, fo that it

could fcarcely be felt ; the (kin being fhrivelled,

the body cold, and he being no longer able to

raife his eye-lids, and fcarcely to fpeak, except

to afk for wine, he gradually funk ; and on the

evening of the ninth day, died in a placid man-

ner.

appearances on Dijfeclion.

Externally. The body had a filthy appear-

ance;
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ance ; ami the (kin, wl i I, waa not I

from 1 fcabbj eruption.

Abdomen. When the belly ned, a

gangrenous fmell uTued forth. The omentum, as

tar as it extended into the berni of a red

colour from inflammation, except in a few broad

tranfverie lines. The fpleen in fome part was of a

morbid livid colour, which penetrated its fubllance,

though to no great depth. The flomach extended

much more to the right fide than ufual; being com-

pletely diilended with a yellow matter refembling

nothing more than fluid ileces; and the fmall in-

tellines, as far as the hernia, were alfo diftended

with the fame fluid. Whatever commonly paffes

from the ileum to the large interlines had remain-

ed in it, and that was in very confiderable quan-

tity. All the large inteftines were contracted,

and were of a white colour ; by which it was e-

vident that there had been no paffage through the

prolapfed portion of the ileum ; although the

tube of the interline itfelf had not entered the

hernial fac, but having paffed by the fide of it,

only fent into it a portion of its paries flretched

into the form of a femi-oval cavity. The one ax-

is of this cavity, where it began gradually from

the interline, meaiured about three fingers breadth,

and was in the longitudinal direction of the intef-

tine; and the other, extending between the ante-

rior furface, at the diftance of lefs than an inch

3 B 2 from
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from the infertion of the mefentery, and the in-

ferior furface, was much fhorter. From its begin-

ning, this cavity was contracted more and more,

as its femi-oval figure required, until at the mid-

tile, where it meafured one inch in depth. This

part, whether it be called a cavity or a cell of the

inteftine, was the only portion of the inteftinal ca-

nal interrupted by the hernia, into which alfo the

extremity of the omentum was prclapfed. Nei-

ther of thefe parts could be drawn back from the

hernial fac, becaule they were not only fhut in

by the tendinous orifice of the fac, but were alfo

tied down to the fac itlelf, by bands, which al-

though not very ftrong, were very numerous.

The fac on its internal furface was fmooth, ex-

cept at the part connected with the hernia, where

it was fomewhat rough. It was formed by the

peritoneum, ftvetched outwards near the outlide

of the fpermatic velfels. On each fide of the her-

nia there was a fwelled inguinal gland; one of

which was nearer the fac than the other, and

feemed compofed in part of a white fubftance.

That part of the inteftine next the fac, and ftill

more that in contact with it, was of a black red co-

lour. The inteftine above the fac, (for below, as

mentioned, it was white,) was to a conliderable

extent of a red colour, approaching to livid; and

from that, as far as ihe flomach, it was evidently

red from the fanguiferous vefTels being in many

places
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places much diftended. The tery was of

the fame colour.

Thorax. The km 3 adhered everywhere to

the pleura, (excepting the right lobe at the an-

terior furface) but raon lly at the fides and

at the back, where that membrane was thicker

than natural. The right lobe, at the upper part,

where it adhered xery ihongly to the pleura, was

exceedingly hard, as if from an old difeafe ; and

its lower part was alfo not a little firmer than na-

tural. The lungs were al nod everywhere full of

fluid. In the pericardium there was no ferum.

The heart was flabby ; and at each of its orifices,

as well as in the right ventricle and left auricle,

it contained fmall tender polypous concretions.

The fmallelt of thefe was that in the left auricle ;

and the largeft that in the pulmonary artery, ex-

tending from thence into its ramifications.

Case XVI. (xliii. 27.)

A man affected with all the fymptoms of ftran-

gulated hernia, was brought into the hofpital of

Bologna. The difeafe having been too far advan-

ced to yield to any treatment, he died.

Appearances on Di/feclion.

Abdomen. The hernial fac, included within

the cremafter mufcle and tunica vaginalis, lay be-

hind the fpermatic veiTels and tefticle. Within

the
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the fac there was a double portion of the ileum

connected to it; but fo flightly, that it could be

readily ieparated by the fingers. This prolapfed

portion could not be returned into the abdomen,

on account of the ftraitnefs of the ring through

ich it had pa(Ted, and the quantity of matter

with which ic was diftended. The ring and the

interline within the fac, as aL^ the contiguous

portion within the abdomen, to the extent of half

an ell, were of a black colour. The reft of the

inteftines were not turgid, although before death

the belly had been fomewhat fvvelled. Within

the tunica vaginalis of the tellis, on the fide op-

polite to that containing the hernia, there was

about a third of a table-fpoonful of watery fluid.

From the tunica albuginea, which in other re-

fpecls was, as well as the tefticle itfelf, in a found

ftate, a fmall roundiih body projected. This was

of the fame colour, and feemed compofed of the

fame fubftance, with the coat itfelf. »

Head. Serous fluid was found effufed within

the cranium. The veffels of the dura and pia ma-

ter were much diftended with blood.

Case XVII. (xxxiv. 21.)

A man, aged fifty years, of a lean habit of bo-

dy, after having undergone much fatigue in hunt-

ing!
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ing, began to complain of the f< nfation of great

he.it in the throat and breaft. This fenfation hav-

ing ceafed in thefe parts, \ to the

belly and loins; and being there accompanied

with an acute pricking pain, rendered the patient

fo uiveaiv, that he could not bear the affe&ed parts

to be touched. During the firft days of the difeafe

lie had frequent rigors. Within five or fix days

before death, fymptoms of volvulus fupervened,

attended with vomiting of the faeces; by which

his flrength being gradually impaired, he died on

the thirtieth day after having been confined to

bed.

Appearances on Diffeftiori.

Abdomen. The belly was found almoflcom-

pletely rilled with fanious fluid, which had con-

nected the omentum and interlines to one another.

The interlines were much inflamed ; as were alfo

the liver and fpleen ; which latter was more deep-

ly inflamed than the liver. The left kidney con-

tained under its proper membrane fome extrava-

fated blood ; this did not however extend over

the whole furface of that membrane. Numerous

finall abfeefies and ulcers appeared over the or

turn and tdgt of the melentery, more efpecial

that part where it was connected with the colon.

C a s £
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Case XVIII. (ux. 15.)

A man, who appeared to be under fifty years

of age, of a well-fhaped body, fomewhat fat, of a

healthy complexion, a little inclining to brown,

and wThofe hair and beard were black, having

been cured in the hofpital of Bologna of melan-

cholic delirium with which he had been affected,

took, on the day before he was to have left the

hofpital, half a drachm of the extract of black hel-

lebore. This extract was prepared by pounding

the recent roots with pure water; and was often

exhibited to patients, without any bad effects, in

the quantity of a fcruple, and fometimes to thofe

whofe belly was not eafily opened, even in the

quantity of more than half a drachm. When this

medicine was prefcribed, the perfon taking it was

ordered to drink, during its operation, cow-milk

whey ; but this patient had not done fo: he had ta-

ken nothing elfe than the extract. In confequence

of this dofe he had feveral (tools. In the beginning

of the night, that is, about feven or eight hours

after he had fwallowed the extract, when no mif-

chief was expected, he became affected with vo-

miting and pains in the belly. Thefe feemed al-

leviated foon after having taken fome warm broth,

that is, about the fecond hour of the night ; but

at the fifth hour the fame fymptoms recurred.

3 Though
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Though he vomited no more than two or three

tabk-fpooosfa] of b green bhckUfa kind of mat-

ter, they again teemed to have abated fo much

tliat be went to bed before the iixth hour, and at

that time appeared to be quiet and eafy, at lealt

lie made no noife that indicated pain, fo far as the

patients in contiguous beds could obferve. Ne-

verthelefs, at the eighth hour, a kind of found if-

fuing from his mouth having been heard, the at-

tendants ran to his bed, where they found him al-

ready dead.

Appearances on Dijfeclion.

Externally. The limbs were not rigid nor

contracted.

Abdomen. The ftomach and the interlines ex-

ternally appeared in different places inflamed.

The ileum, in fome places, was of the natural

width; and in fome narrower, and in others wider,

than ufual. Where it was narrower than ordina-

ry, the coats were very thin, and not of a red co-

lour ; in other parts they were marked with red

ftreaks. The ftomach and the interlines were firfl:

warned out by water being palTed through them,

and then opened. The ftomach, together with a

fmall portion of the annexed gullet, feemed to be

inflamed on the left lide only. The interlines,

here and there, were affected with inflammation,

which however was lefs confiderable in the fmall

than in the large guts, except in the rectum ; and

Vol. I. 3 C in
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in it certain fpaces were as much inflamed as thofe

in the ftomach. No violent degree of inflamma-

tion was feen in any part of this fubject. The

fpleen was larger than ufual, and was of a rofy

colour. At the part in contact with the ftomach,

it was fo flabby, that, when cut into, its internal

parts feerned to flow out like a fluid. Nothing

extraordinary was obferved in the liver, except

that the bile appeared through the coats of the

gall-bladder to be of a light green colour.

Thorax. The lungs were found, and totally

unconnected with the pleura. Something like a

ilender polypous concretion was found in the

heart. The large vefTels contained little blood.

Head. When the upper part of the cranium

was removed, a fmall quantity of bloody ferous

fluid was difcharged. Thefinufesof the dura mater,

and the large vefTels of the pia mater, contained

little blood. The brain, which was furprifing in

one who had been affected with melancholic deli-

rium, was fo exceedingly flabby, that, when com-

pletely taken out of the cranium, and placed up-

on a tabie, the hemifpheres falling outwardly at

each iide, tore the potterior part of the corpus ca-

lofum, although it was no more than fix days af-

ter the death of the patient. Notwithstanding

that laceration, the fafciculus, which appears lon-

gitudinally through the middle of the corpus ca-

loium, was feen in a natural ftate, on the upper

3 P 3rt «
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part, where it was e n r i i

<

* . When the brain

cut into, it was found that theveilels, both in the

medullary fubftance, and in the choroid plexufes,

were not deltitute of blood ; but a great degree of

flaccidity was obferved in every part, as well of

the brain as of the cerebellum and medulla oblon-

gata. The pineal gland, which was rather larger

and of a more globular form than ufual, was alfo

flabby. Notwithstanding the exceflive laxity of

all the other parts, the arch which joins the right

and left fide of the third ventricle was not in the

fmalleft degree lacerated.

CAUSES of Enteritis.

Predisponent Cause. This does not feem to

depend fo much on the general itate of the fylt.em

which predifpoles to inflammatory complaints, as

on fome peculiarity, either natural or acquired,

of the inteftinal canal *. Perfons advanced in

years are more liable to enteritis than others.

3 C 2 Exciting

* Morgagni relates the following cafe, which marks very

clearly how fufceptible of inflammation the intcltines are, in par-

ticular ftates of the fyftem. " An unmarried woman affected with

cholic pains, unattended with any fymptoms of fever, having been

much relieved by the operation of a glyfter, which had brought

off fome bilious matter, and having become every day better,

was no longer vifited by her attending phylician. Her fervants,

however,
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Exciting Causes. Befides all the eircumftan-

ces enumerated as exciting caules of gaftritis ; the

ftrangulation or conftriction of any portion of the

inteftin^
?
in conlequence either of hernia or in-

trofufception, (that is, the palling of one part of

a gut within another) and dyfentery, induce en-

teritis.

REMARKS on the Cases of Enteritis.

The firft cafe affords a good illuilration of the

rapidity with which inflammation of the interlines

deftroys life |. It (hows, too, how foon the fa-

vourable opportunity for blood-letting pafles away

in that difeafe.

The

however, having given a fuppofitory compofed of honey, inftead

of an enema, which they were accuftomed to exhibit every fecond

night, fhe was immediately feized with an excruciating pain in

the anus ; and in the morning her pulfe could not be felt. Along

with the pain, there was fo great a degree of conftriction of the

anus, that a glyfter could not poflibly be adminiftered. When at-

tempts were made, by means of emollient and anodyne remedies,

to remove the pr.in and conitriclion, fuddenly as great a relaxa-

tion of the affedred parts as is met with in dead bodies took place ;

and about noon of that day fhe died."

f Morgagni in his remarks upon this cafe mentions, that a

monk at Bologna, who, although old, was very ftrong, died with-

in twelve hours from the firft attack of enteritis, notwithstanding

every means that could be employed.
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The third < inlidiouily en:

often iir for aid

that a remillion had taken place, yet, as there

had been no fymptoms of liver previous to the at-

tack that proved fatal, it is perhaps more probable

that the difeafe tiil then only threatened.

In the ieventh cafe, the progrefs of gangrene

was very clearly marked #
. The worms obferved

in this and in the twelfth cafe, are to be regarded,

not as exciting caufes of the difeafe, but as an ac-

cidental circumltance.

The ninth cafe is an example of dyfentery prov-

ing the exciting caufe of enteritis.

The tenth, and following cafes, as far the feven-

teenth, are all inftances of the difeafe having been

produced by hernia f

.

In the feventeenth cafe, not only was the me-

fentery affected, but alio in fome degree the kid-

ney.

The lalt cafe is a ftriking example of the perni-

cious effects of draftic purges in particular ftates

of the fyftem.

In nine of the cafes, viz. the fecond, fourth,

fixth,

* The fmell that arifes from the pretence of worms, fodiftincl-

ly percehed in the different parts of the iubjtCt of this cale, is a

curious circumftance.

f No rt marks upon hernia can be introduced in this part of the

work, as they belong to local difcafes.
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fixth, eighth, tenth, thirteenth, fifteenth, feven-

teenth, and eighteenth, the patients were above

fifty years of age.

SECT. VII. NEPHRITIS; or, Inflamma-

tion of the Kidneys.

INFLAMMATION of one or both kidneys, is

known by the ordinary fymptoms of inflammato-

ry fever, being attended by dull or acute pain in

the region of the kidneys, fometimes fhooting a-

long the courfe of the ureters, commonly accom-

panied with vomiting, and the frequent difcharge

of fmall quantities of deep red-coloured urine*, and

fometimes alfo with coitivenefs.

In fome cafes, a fenfation of numbnefs is felt in

the leg on the affected fide, and the correfpon-

ding tefticle is drawn up ; but thefe fymptoms

generally indicate calculus in the kidney or ureters.

The difeafe is diflinguifhed from rheumatic af-

fection of the lumbar region, by the patient being

able to bend his back without fuffering excrucia-

ting pain.

Nephritis differs from calculus in the kidney or

ureter

* The urine in fome cafes too is quite limpid.
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ureter (which has been ft vied Nephralgia) by the

fjmptoms of fever accompanying, or immediately

following the attack of pain, and continuing with-

out any remarkable inter Whereas, in

nephralgia they do not occur until a confiderable

time after violent pain has been felt, and they

frequently difappear entirely. In the latter cafe,

too, the numbnefs of the thigh, and retraction

of the tefticle on the affected fide, always take

place,

In nephritis the pain is often extended over

part of the belly, and imitates that of enteritis.

But, as the bowels are always either open, or ea-

sily rendered fo by glyfters, the line of diftinction

betwreen the two difeafes is readily drawn. Some-

times indeed both are combined.

The terminations of nephritis are the fame as

thofe of inflammation of the other vilcera within

the abdomen.

Refolution may be expected, if the pain abate

and the feverifh fymptoms diminifh. The crifes

are, profufe univerfal fweat, copious difcharge of

thick loaded urine, and haimorrhagy from the feat

of the piles.

Suppuration is to be feared if the pain continue

violent, and become throbbing, and if then fre-

quent rigors fupervene. When purulent matter

is palTed off with the urine, no doubt can remain.

Gangrene is a very uncommon event in this dif-
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cafe. It is marked by the general fymptoms that

characterise it in other cafes.

Sometimes the patient is carried off merely by

the inflammation being communicated to other

vifcera. In fuch cafes, the urine is fuppreffed,

and fymptoms of enteritis take place.

The inflammation is commonly feated in the

fubilance of the kidney, and feldom in its proper

capfule *. In feme cafes, a fingle abfeefs of a

prodigious lize is formed in it ; in others, there

are many abfeeffes.

CASE of Nephritis.

(xxxvi. 20.)

An unmarried woman was afFe&ed with excef-

five vomiting, attended with fever. The vomit-

ing ceafed, but the fever remained ; and a violent

pain under the falfe ribs having fupervened, fhe

died within two days.

appearances on Diffeclion.

Abdomen. Some very limpid ferous fluid was

found within the cavity of the belly. The fto-

mach and inteilines were much diftended with

air.

* Vide Dr. Bailie's Morbid Anatomy, pag. 178,
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air. Each kidney was enlarged to more than

three times its natural fi/.e. The left kidney con-

tained between its proper invelling membrane and

cortical fubltance, efpecially in that part which

was towards the fplecn, a fmall quantity of i

ous matter.

Thorax. In the cavity of the cheft there v

a little watery fluid. The lungs were found, ex-

cept that they were marked with a very few black

fpots. The pericardium was full of ferous fluid.

From the ventricles of the heart fluid blood was

discharged ; the right ventricle, however contain-

ed an incipient polypous concretion.

CAUSES of Nephritis.

Predisponent Cause. Many circumftances

are mentioned as predifpofing to nephritis : fuch

as the ftructure of the kidney having become

fo altered, as to be very fufceptible of inflamma-

tion ; hence, old perfons are more liable to the

difeafe than others : the habit of conft antly lying

on the back : fedentary life : the frequent cr im-

moderate ufe of fermented liquors, Lc. Like o-

ther vifcera, too, after they have been once in-

flamed, the kidneys are very liable to be again

afTecled in the fame manner.

Exciting
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Exciting Causes. All the general exciting

eaufes of inflammations may induce nephritis;

hut it is mod commonly occasioned by fome cir-

cumftance immediately affecting one or both kid-

neys. Thus, violent exercife on horfeback or in

a carriage, external injuries, over-exertion in fome

particular exercifes or occupations, the ufe of large

dofes of diuretic medicines, &c. are the moft fre-

quent exciting eaufes of the difeaie.

The cafe of nephritis affords no room for re

mark.

END OF VO-IUME Fl


















